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That’s My King, Part 8: The Personnel of the King, Matthew 4: 18-22

INTRODUCTION:  Matthew 4:18–22 moves from “A Prophecy of the King” last week—where Jesus called people to repent—to this week's passage, where we see what happens when people actually respond to the King.  “The Personnel of the King” shows us that Jesus' kingdom advances through ordinary people who hear His call, leave their old priorities, and follow Him together.  Jesus walked along the shore of the Sea of Galilee and called fishermen. Peter and Andrew were doing something very ordinary—casting their nets into the sea. James and John were mending their nets with their father. And then Jesus walked into that life and said two words that would change everything:  “Follow Me.”
And Matthew tells us that “they immediately left their nets and followed Him.”

1.  CALLED FROM FAMILY AND BUSINESS
“And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.”
											Matthew 4: 18
· From Relationships - Matt. 19:29, Luke 14:26
· From Resources – Luke 9: 23-24, 2 Corinthians 1:9
· From Responsibilities – 2 Timothy 1:9

2. COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING BOLDLY
Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’  They immediately left their nets and followed Him.”
                 										Matthew 4:19-20
· Immediate Response – Matthew 9: 9-10
· Intense Repentance – Luke 5: 10-11
· Instructions Received - John 10:27, Prov. 3: 5-6

3.  CALLED INTO FELLOWSHIP WITH BELIEVERS
“that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”
											1 John 1:3
· Shared Witness – Acts 1:8
· Shared Work  – Matthew 28: 19-20
· Shared Waiting – James 5:7

CONCLUSION
Matthew gives us a very simple picture.  Jesus walks along the shore.  He sees some fishermen. He calls them.  And they follow. But we can’t let the simplicity of the story cause us to miss the magnitude of what happened.  Peter and Andrew didn't know everything that was going to happen.  James and John didn't know where this road would take them.  They didn't know that one day they would help take the Gospel to the ends of the earth.  They simply knew that Jesus had called them.  That's being a disciple. We don't have to know everything before following Jesus.  We simply have to trust the One who says: “Follow Me.”  And perhaps that's the question for every person here today: “Am I following Jesus?”  Because the King isn't looking for perfect personnel.  He's looking for surrendered personnel.  And when we surrender ourselves to Him, He takes ordinary people and accomplishes extraordinary things.

