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To follow Jesus is to be open to suffering.
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love.
Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you be courageous and help
someone who is hurting or suffering?

In Jesus’ time, the cross was about death. It is not
easy to understand or talk about Jesus’ death on
the cross. The cross is a Christian symbol. It
reminds us that Jesus is with us through easy and
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hard times. We see crosses in many places in our
lives. As a follower of Jesus, notice the number of
crosses you see in your home and in the
community. Each time you see one, be reminded
of what it means. Pray: Thank you, Jesus, for
dying on the cross to save me. Amen.

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP
Wetene, WITH US TODAY!

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that
we say and do as we serve Him and live Iin
Christian love with one another.

If you would like to learn more about this church,
or are looking for a church family, please talk to
our pastor or one of the elders. They would be
happy to talk with you! Regardless of whether you
join or not, we welcome you and your family to
worship with us any time! We want to know who
you are, so please provide your contact
information in the Friendship Book as it is passed



during the Offertory. If you are visiting, honor us by
signing the Guest Register in the Narthex.
If you have a prayer request, please fill out a Blue
Prayer Card from the pew rack and usher will be
collecting them.
Thank you. Come visit us again sometime soon
and may the Lord richly bless you!

P ATTENDING COMMUNION AT
%%/ ., BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN

-~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in the confession and
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives
iInto our mouths not only bread and wine but his
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union
with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to
his table those who trust his words, repent of all
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love
as he forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth his death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body
and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of faith
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
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differing from that of Bethlehem Lutheran Church
LCMS and yet desire to receive the sacrament,
are invited to speak with Pastor Karl Glander.

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 30, 2026

PRELUDE

-+ ORDER OF WORSHIP -

HYMN OF INVOCATION

655 LORD. KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR
WORD

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring to naught all He has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.
4



3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.

(Please rise)

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

INVOCATION
P} In the name of the Father and of the - Son

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 151

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.)



CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our
Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are
by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved
You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son

to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father

and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



(Please be seated)
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 26
| Will Bless the LORD

[P} Vindicate me, O LORD,
for | have walked in my integrity,
and | have trusted in the LORD without wavering.

Prove me, O LORD, and try me;
test my heart and my mind.

[P) For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and | walk in your faithfulness.

| do not sit with men of falsehood,
nor do | consort with hypocrites.

[P) | hate the assembly of evildoers,
and | will not sit with the wicked.



| wash my hands in innocence
and go around your altar, O LORD,

[P} proclaiming thanksgiving aloud,
and telling all your wondrous deeds.

O LORD, | love the habitation of your house
and the place where your glory dwells.

[P) Do not sweep my soul away with sinners,
nor my life with bloodthirsty men,

in whose hands are evil devices,
and whose right hands are full of bribes.

[P) But as for me, | shall walk in my integrity;
redeem me, and be gracious to me.

My foot stands on level ground;
in the great assembly | will bless the LORD.



(Please rise)

KYRIE LSB 152

P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

) For the peace from above and for our
salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} For this holy house and for all who offer here
their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious

Lord.
Amen.



JTHIS IS THE FEASTZR LSB 155

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of
God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and
honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in
the hymn of all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to
God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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For the Lamb who was slain has begun His
reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the
agony and shame of the cross for our
redemption. Grant us courage to take up our
cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 15:15-21

150 LoRD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and take vengeance for me on my
persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake | bear reproach.
%Y our words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for | am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts.
7] did not sit in the company of revelers,
nor did | rejoice;
| sat alone, because your hand was upon me,
for you had filled me with indignation.
8Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?
®Therefore thus says the LORD:
“If you return, | will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is
12




worthless,

you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,

but you shall not turn to them.
20And | will make you to this people

a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,

but they shall not prevail over you,
for | am with you

to save you and deliver you,
declares the LORD.
21| will deliver you out of the hand of the
wicked,

and redeem you from the grasp of the
ruthless.”

(L)This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 12:9-21
Marks of the True Christian

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold

fast to what is good. '"°Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing
honor. ""Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in
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spirit, serve the Lord. '?Rejoice in hope, be patient
in tribulation, be constant in prayer. *Contribute to
the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse them. ">Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. "®Live in harmony with
one another. Do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly. Never be conceited. ""Repay no
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
honorable in the sight of all. '®If possible, so far as
it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
®Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it
to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” ?°To the
contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he
s thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so
doing you will heap burning coals on his head.”
2Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please rise)
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JALLELUIA AND VERSE.J] LSB 156
Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the sixteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

2From that time Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. “?And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This
shall never happen to you.” 2°But he turned and
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind
on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
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Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross and follow me. %°For whoever would
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it. °For what will it profit a
man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his
life”? Or what shall a man give in return for his life?
2’For the Son of Man is going to come with his
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay each person according to what he has done.
28Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death until they see the Son of
Man coming in his kingdom.”

) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON HYNMN

425 WHEN | SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS

1 When | survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
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My richest gain | count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God,;
All the vain things that charm me most,
| sacrifice them to His blood.

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4 \Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

SERMON

"Formed to Follow"”
. . . Pastor Karl

(Please rise)

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God,
s



the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all
worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
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And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,

who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the
dead

and the life -I- of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P} Lord, in Your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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(Please be seated)

OFFERING

JOFFERTORY.J

805 PRAISE GOD. FROM WHOM ALL
BLESSINGS FLOW

(Please rise)
/A1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

® =

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® =
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P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we
should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and
the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

JSANCTUSS LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and
might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

21



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth,
for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the
Cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance
of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He
was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
cComes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
In giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess
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Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

24



Amen.

JAGNUS DEIJ LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace.

(Please be seated)

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

618 1 COME. O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE

1 | come, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

25



ref

Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So |, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

Unworthy though | am, O Savior,
Because | have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain

Weary am | and heavy laden;

With sin my soul is sore oppressed,;
Receive me graciously and gladden

My heart, for | am now Thy guest. Refrain

What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain

26



617 O LORD. WE PRAISE THEE

O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and
adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst
nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:
O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!

Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind
us;
May this feast thereof remind us!

O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid;
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Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor
That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heav’'nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity:
O Lord, have mercy!

(Please rise)

SJTHANK THE LORDJ LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell
ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and
proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His
people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia,
alleluia.
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that
You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

HYMN TO DEPART

809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they
fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Refrain
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ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy
faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All | have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter and springtime and
harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses
above
Join with all nature in manifold withess
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Refrain

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to
guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for
tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand
beside! Refrain

BENEDICTION LSB 166
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+ give
you peace.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

HOUSE TODAY

LUTHERAN Preacher: Rev. Karl P. Glander
PR Organist: Holly Bell
Guest Pianist: Cheryl Nelson
Flutist: Nancy Rybak
Bells: Debbie Jackow
The Sound System: Jeff Kirsch
Elder: Klaus Naumann
Altar Guild: Emmy Larson, Betty Willis
Ushers: Chris Jackow
Reader: Judy Lawrence
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Signup Sheets in the Fellowship Hall. This is
your chance to get involved in worship.

Introducing "GIFTS OF THANKSGIVING™
For many years, our congregation has beautifully
adorned the sanctuary with flowers to celebrate
birthdays, anniversaries, and the lives of loved
ones. As our traditions evolve, we are introducing
a new way to honor these special milestones: The
Gifts of Thanksgiving Program.
Instead of altar flowers, you are invited to make a
commemorative financial gift on your special day.
These gifts directly sustain our church home and
care for our church family. When you give, you can
choose to direct your offering to one of four
traditional areas of need:

Where would you like your gift used?

The Church Home: Supporting our mortgage and
debt reduction.
The Church Grounds: Maintaining our lawn,
trees, and outdoor spaces.
The Church Structure: Funding building
maintenance, roofing, and structural repairs.
The Church Family: Providing direct benevolence
to members in financial need.
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Just like our traditional flower calendar, your
milestone and dedication will be printed right here
in the Sunday bulletin so the congregation can
celebrate and pray with you.

Our Response to God’s Love
Worship Service — 33
Adult Bible Class — 12

Celebrating birthdays this week: 9/1: Kerry
Ferguson, 9/2: Klaus Naumann

COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Join us in the Fellowship Hall after the 10:30
service for coffee and goodies. The refreshments
this week are from The Tobeck’s. Thank you!

ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY and SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Pastor Glander leads a Bible study in the
Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 service and
Sunday school for the children is in the classroom.

MONDAY MORNING GATHERINGS!
Join us on Monday mornings from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for a time of
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health, fun, and fellowship. We will start each
gathering with a gentle session of Chair
Exercises to stretch and relax. Afterward, we will
transition ourselves into other group activities.
Everyone is invited to attend! Bring a Friend:
Neighbors, family, and friends are always
welcome! Please bring your own ideas of what
activities, crafts, or games we might do together at
these future gatherings. We hope to see you
there!

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
10:30 A.M. This gathering offers an opportunity to
study God's Word together in the Fellowship Hall.

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking,
healing, and comfort during cancer treatments, for
those suffering from addiction, mental illness and
for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family
we pray for:

David, Holly, Matt, Maggie, Doug, Paul, Johanna,
Kerry, Addison, Dustin, Peggy, Andrea, Jackson,
Sue, Pat, Tim, Phil S., Tina, Thomas, Nick, Felix,
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Pam, Paul, Bill, Cindy, Klaus, Linda, Gail, Johnny,
Wendy, Les Dreischerf, Sharon, Will, Denny,
Melissa Johnson, Barb, Kayla, Katie, John, Jim
Rode, Becky, Johnny, Catherine, Kim, Kayla,
Denny, Rose, Helen, Tasha, Yvonne, Cody, Dan,
Carl, Holly, Rose, Diane Pfaff, Ken Zanto, Gary,
Chris Tobeck, Keith Tobeck, Paul, James and his
family, John and Judy Wittenberg, And those in
our hearts

For Those Who have recently lost loved ones:
The family and friends of Russ Yancey, The family
and friends of Will, The family and friends of
Cheryl Miller

PRAYERS for Homebound, Assisted Living,
Nursing Home

Those who can’t attend common worship that
they would find comfort knowing that the Lord
is with them.

Pam, Edison and Karen Johnson, Chester and
Linda Rust

PRAYERS FOR PROTECTION
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For our full-time troops and public servants, for
travel, missionaries, and for peace and protection
for families.

missionaries in Guatemala, Son-in-law (being
deployed for a year in the Coast Guard), Smiths
(missionaries)

Dear Lord, we come to You today with heavy
hearts, as we lift up those who are in need of
prayer. We ask that You would bring healing
and restoration to their body, mind, and spirit
Amen.
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