Pastor’s Message		“Keeping Secrets No Longer”

Are secrets a bad thing?  We have probably all kept secrets in our lives. Sometimes we feel we need to keep a secret because we have done something bad that we don’t want others to know about, so we keep it a secret to protect ourselves or someone we love from devastating news.  Other times, secrets hide a good thing like a surprise party or announcing a pregnancy or an engagement…until it’s chosen time.  
One time, I played along with an interesting secret while attending a dinner party.  The hostess had a wonderful idea for a meal and asked us each to bring one ingredient.  However, we needed to keep our one ingredient a secret from the rest of the group.  As it turned out, the ingredients were so different from what we would normally put together for a meal that we would have been even more confused if we had told each other our appointed ingredient! But once we put all of the ingredients together, the dish had a surprisingly amazing flavor!
That was a fun secret to be a part of because we knew the awaited meal would be shared with friends and we would celebrate the revealing of our secret with a meal together.  After the fine meal, we discussed secrets and how people don’t like to be left in the dark.  
We shared that some families have secrets like couples getting married and not telling anyone, and some children have secrets and think their mothers don’t know about what they have done, although we all know that there is no hiding anything from an observant mother.  
Sometimes, we try to keep a secret and we find out later that everyone already knew the truth – and don’t we feel silly then!
Little baby Moses started his life as a secret.  His life was on the line as we heard in our Old Testament reading this morning, and because his life was ordered by the Pharaoh to be put to an end because he felt the Hebrew population was growing out of control, his family who was hiding him from the Egyptian soldiers also put their lives on the line.  
Pharaoh’s daughter knew that Moses was a Hebrew child when she instructed her slave girl to go and get the basket that he was floating on the Nile in, however, I don’t know if Pharaoh knew that little tidbit of information, and if he did know that his new grandson was a Hebrew, did he really want that information getting out?  After all, it was his decree to have all of the male newborns put to death.  
If the Hebrews found out that Pharaoh let one child live, there could be many more attempts to do the same and insubordination could be widespread among the slaves.  I don’t know Pharaoh’s reasons for letting his daughter keep this Hebrew baby and raise him in the castle, but I do know that it was all in God’s plan.  
Now on to another secret situation in our Gospel reading today… When Jesus asks his disciples, “Who is it that people say I am?”, he wasn’t really taking a public opinion poll.  He was opening the topic up for discussion with those people whom he trusted the most.  We heard in the reading today that many people were misled as to who Jesus really was, but those who knew him and served him from the beginning of his ministry when he first said to them: “Come, follow me”... they knew Him and his ways and his powers and his authority and his grace – they knew he was the Son of God.  
So, when he asks the question “Who do you say I am?”, Simon declares “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus then blesses Simon, changes his name to Peter and tells all of them that they mustn’t tell anyone that he is the Christ.
See, Jesus knew that if he went around announcing who he truly was, he could possibly spur a political revolt causing major loss of life.  He could also have been forced to be on the run or in hiding to avoid being put to death as he knew his time had not yet come.  
But this insistence on secrecy had to be very confusing for his disciples!  They knew he was the long awaited Messiah! Why keep this a secret?
We all have the gift of hind-sight and are able to have the strange things that Jesus did and said explained to us, but the disciples were just normal guys who were trying to figure out what Jesus would do next.  I’m sure it was hard to wrap their brains around the fact that Simon just had an incredible revelation that Jesus applauded him for, but then instructed them all to keep it a secret.
Keeping a secret is a hard thing to do… especially if it is BIG NEWS!  I think secrets have different difficulty levels.  If it is a secret about someone you don’t know, then keeping it really isn’t a difficult task at all.  If it’s about someone you know, but it really isn’t BIG NEWS, then it still isn’t really hard to keep.  But, if the secret is about someone you know and it is BIG NEWS and it could affect not only yourself but also everyone you know and love, the secret can be unbearably hard to keep!
THAT’s how it had to be for the disciples in today’s Gospel reading.  Jesus just admitted that he was the Son of God - probably something that they all had wondered about already, and now it has been confirmed by Jesus himself.  
Oh man, what news!  I gotta go tell somebody!  My friends!  My family!  But… WHOA! Says Jesus.  Not so fast.  Just give me some time and I’ll let you know when you can spread this news…  Now imagine the next time the disciples traveled to their hometown.  They weren’t allowed to tell ANYONE who Jesus was, so imagine how difficult it had to be for them to not share this news with their family and friends.  
Once his time finally came, Jesus tells his followers to go and make disciples of all men and to baptize them in the name of the Father and in the name of the Son and in the name of the Holy Spirit.  And they did.  But because of the secret they all kept about Jesus being the Christ, we are able to come here in this sanctuary week after week and hear the stories of Jesus’ ministry and His miracles and His teachings and His love and the example that He set for us.  And He instructs us now to KEEP THAT SECRET NO LONGER.  Go and tell the world that Jesus is king, Jesus is the Son of God. He died to give us life everlasting and forgiveness from our sins in the name of God.  
Not all secrets are bad, so praise God for the secrets that are kept in His name, secrets that are kept to protect his chosen ones and also for the time when the Lord tells us to “show ‘em what we got.”  Amen.

