Series: Seek First the Kingdom of God: A Light for Our Eyes, a study in Ezra	
Sermon: Stirred by the Spirit
Primary Text: Ezra 1

Discussion guide:
· Share a time in your life where your perception was off – this can be light-hearted like you thought were talking with someone about one thing while they were talking about something else – or it could be something more serious like you perceived something was worse than it was or vice versa or you perceived you really needed something that you didn’t really need or vice versa. 
· Read Ezra 9:6-9 – In the sermon it was stated that “that God may brighten our eyes” means that God may grant us the hope born from an accurate perception of reality.
· What is the accurate perception of reality Ezra provides to the Israel in v. 6-7?
· Why is this important?
· What is the accurate perception provided in v. 8-9?
· Why is this important?
· How does this provide hope?
· Read Ephesians 1:18-19
· What are the 3 things a person whom the eyes of their heart have been enlightened comes to know?
· Read Ezra 1
· What does v. 1 and 5 have in common?
· In the sermon it was stated that “stirring the spirit” means an inner ignition toward a specific action. 
· Share a time when you or someone you know experienced something like this.
· In the sermon there were 2 tests presented to verify a “stirring” is from God:
· It must align with scripture – why is this true? How can you tell?
· It may be something you don’t want to do – why is this true? How can you tell?
· What are some other texts you could apply?
· The sermon named three ways to open yourself to the Spirit’s stirring:
· Silence – practice listening – what does this look like and why is it difficult?
· Scripture – practice studying - what does this look like and why is it difficult?
· Saints – practice fellowship - what does this look like and why is it difficult?
· What are some ways the Lord has “brightened your eyes” in the past?
· What are some ways the Lord has used you to “brighten the eyes” of another?
