14th Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four
Sunday, August 30, 2026

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name
of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.



GATHERING SONG For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)
1 For the beauty of the earth,

for the beauty of the skies,

for the love which from our birth

over and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour

of the day and of the night,

hill and vale and tree and flow'r,

sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain

3 For the joy of ear and eye,

for the heart and mind's delight,

for the mystic harmony

linking sense to sound and sight: Refrain

4 For the joy of human love,

brother, sister, parent, child,

friends on earth and friends above;

for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

5 For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best qift divine,

to our world so freely giv'n: Refrain

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 147)
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.



C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)
A: Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

C: Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.



O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake
of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and
give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 15:15-21
L: A reading from Jeremiah.

150 Lord, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.

In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account | suffer insult.

16 Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,

for | am called by your name,
O Lord, God of hosts.

171 did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did | rejoice;

under the weight of your hand | sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.

18 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?

Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

19 Therefore thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, | will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
20 And | will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,



but they shall not prevail over you,
for | am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
21 1 will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8 as printed in the Celebrate insert

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21
L: A reading from Romans.

[St. Paul writes:] o Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is
good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing
honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in
hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of
the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one
another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for
the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the
Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give
them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
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C: Glory to you, O Lord.

21 From that time on, after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed
and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But
he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me,
for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life?

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly | tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son
of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Son of God, Eternal Savior (ELW 655)

1 Son of God, eternal Savior,

source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,

you our head, who, throned in glory,

for your own will ever plead:

fill us with your love and pity,

heal our wrong, and help our need.

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others,
so may we for others live.

Freely have your gifts been granted;
freely may your servants give.



Yours the gold and yours the silver,
yours the wealth of land and sea;
we but stewards of your bounty
held in solemn trust will be.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince of peace;

hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease.

By your patient years of toiling,

by your silent hours of pain,

quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
stem our selfish greed of gain.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,

source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race:

by your praying, by your willing

that your people should be one,

grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition:

here on earth your will be done.

APOSTLES’ CREED spoken in unison

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the
love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross
and follow you in faith. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth
may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and
other disasters. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one
another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all
who work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe
access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear
wounds in body, mind, and spirit (especially we pray for those on our continuing
prayer list and ... ). Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith
and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings
toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide
the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,
“Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand
in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help
of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

C: Amen.

DIALOGUE AND THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 152))

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE /| THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

who on this day overcame death and the grave

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Heaven has come near; come share in the feast!

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

SONG DURING COMMUNION Bind Us Together (WOV 748)

Refrain:

Bind us together, Lord

Bind us together

With cords that cannot be broken
Bind us together, Lord

Bind us together

Bind us together in Love

1 There is only one God,
There is only one King

There is only one Body,

That is why we sing. Refrain

2 You are the family of God

You are the promise divine

You are God’s chosen desire

You are the glorious new wine. Refrain

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.

SENDING SONG Blest Be the Tie That Binds (ELW 656)

1 Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the unity of heart and mind
is like to that above.

2 Before our Father's throne
we pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.

3 We share our mutual woes,
our mutual burdens bear,

and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

4 From sorrow, toil, and pain,

and sin we shall be free;

and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
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