small Group

Guide

Overview

This week's sermon draws from Daniel 3, the account of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego facing
the fiery furnace. Their story challenges us to examine what it means to be faithful to God in a
culture that constantly pressures us to assimilate — and to remember that our responsibility is
obedient faithfulness, while God's responsibility is the outcome.

Key Takeaways

e \We are citizens of the kingdom of God first. We can love and serve our country without ever
confusing service to our nation with service to God.

e The enemy rarely asks us to denounce God outright. The more common temptation is to
convince us that we can remain devoted to God while gradually assimilating to the values
and behaviors of the surrounding culture.

e Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego lived for an audience of one. They did not need
Nebuchadnezzar's approval or understanding because he was not the one they were living
for.

e Our responsibility is faithful obedience. God's responsibility is the outcome. These two must
not be confused.

e ltis often in the fire — in suffering and sacrifice — that God is most clearly revealed to an
unbelieving world.

Discussion Questions
Opening

1. What is one thing from the sermon that stood out to you, challenged you, or stayed with you
this week?



Getting Into the Text

2. Nebuchadnezzar built a golden statue shortly after being told he was the "head of gold" in his
dream. What does that tell us about how he responded to the truth he received? Can you
think of ways people today do something similar — hearing truth and then redirecting it to
serve themselves?

3. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were not accused of worshiping the God of Israel. They
were accused of refusing to bow to the idol. Why is that distinction significant? What does it
tell us about what the culture around them actually demanded of them?

4. The sermon points out that the three men said, "We do not need to defend ourselves before
you in this matter." What does that statement reveal about who they understood themselves
to be accountable to? How does Matthew 10:28 speak to that posture?

Going Deeper

5. The sermon describes a pattern where people do not denounce God directly but instead
begin behaving in ways that are incompatible with faithfulness, while believing it is still
compatible with their belief in God. Have you seen that pattern in your own life or in the lives
of people around you? What makes that gradual drift so hard to recognize?

6. The sermon draws a sharp line between our responsibility and God's: "Our responsibility is
faithful obedience. God's responsibility is the outcome." How does confusing those two roles
affect the way we make decisions? Can you think of a time when fear of a bad outcome led
you away from faithful obedience?

7. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego said that even if God did not deliver them, their answer
would remain the same. What does that kind of faith require? What does it look like
practically to hold that posture in the everyday decisions of your life?

8. The sermon argues that it is our willingness to suffer, not our willingness to impose our will
on others, that is often our greatest witness. How does that challenge the way you think
about influence, persuasion, and standing for what is right in your community, workplace, or
family?

Reflection and Application

9. The sermon closes with a series of direct questions. Take a moment to sit with each one:
e Is there an area of your life where you have convinced yourself that something God
says is wrong is actually compatible with your profession of Jesus as Lord?
e Is there an opinion or a person's approval you care more about than God's?



e Are you clear on your part — faithful obedience — and trusting God with the
outcomes?

Which of these questions is the hardest for you to answer honestly right now?

Practical Applications

e Identify one area of your life this week where you have been trying to control the outcome
rather than focus on faithful obedience. Bring that area before God in prayer and ask him to
help you release the outcome to him.

e Think about whose approval you are most tempted to seek. Write that person or group down.
Then write down one specific way that seeking their approval has influenced a decision or
behavior. Bring that to God and ask for clarity about who your true audience is.

e Consider the gradual drift described in the sermon. Ask a trusted friend or fellow group
member to speak honestly with you about any area of your life where they have noticed slow
assimilation to cultural values that conflict with faithfulness to God.

e Read Daniel 3 in full this week on your own. Pay attention to the moments of pressure, the
moments of refusal, and the moments of revelation. Ask yourself: where in my own life is
God being revealed through difficulty rather than through comfort?

Closing Prayer Focus
Pray together as a group for:

e Courage to live for an audience of one

e Clarity to recognize the slow drift of assimilation in your own lives

e Freedom from the fear of outcomes, and a deeper trust in God's sovereignty

e Boldness to be a faithful witness, especially in the moments that cost something
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