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Good to see you all this morning.  If you’re new here and wondering who I am, I’m actually one of the pastors, but I haven’t been around because a group from our church went on a mission trip to Guatemala, and my family and I were part of that.

And this is the first Sunday the whole team is back, and so we wanted to give some time to sharing a bit of our experience.  

I’m going to call the whole team up in a few minutes and give everyone the opportunity to share a highlight.  But first, I want to set the stage for what we were doing there.

So, at Fort George we believe the church is called to mission both locally and globally.  And while our church has always supported global missionaries, we haven’t actually sent a team from our church on a mission in a long time.  

And we wanted to change that because Jesus commissions His church to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.[footnoteRef:1]  And for us that means Prince George – that’s where we’ve been placed – but from here we’re called to carry the gospel into every corner of the world.  [1:  Acts 1:8] 


And whenever God’s people give themselves to what God calls us to do, we find ourselves living in His blessing.  Does that make sense?  As God’s people we have the choice to do what God tells us to do, or we can say, “thank you very much, but we’re more interested in doing our own thing.”  And God doesn’t generally punish us when we do that.  But we miss out on participating with what the God of the universe is doing.  And that’s where the blessing lies.

So our team went to Guatemala because we want to participate in what God is doing globally.  We want in.  Right?  A couple weeks ago Gerry taught us how to say “amen” when something in the message was connecting, and you have permission to do that again this morning.  So let me try again, “At Fort George we want in on what God is doing.  Right?”
…
So we know we want to participate in global mission, but the question is: where?  See there is infinite need in the world and it starts right outside our own doors.  Every time you walk outside there is someone with a need in front of you.  

And sometimes you help, and sometimes you don’t.  So how do we decide?  

Now pause for a second, today’s the last Sunday of the month, which means it’s our interactive worship service.  So make a group of three or four with the people sitting beside you.  I’ve got two questions for you: 
1.) When you see someone in need and either help them or don’t help them, how do you feel?
2.) How do you decide who you are going to help and who you aren’t?

If you’ve got a Bible, please open it up to John chapter 5.  I want to take you to a story about mission and need.  Would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  We are going to pick it up in verse 1.  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read John 5:1-8]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

There are two things I want to draw out from this story.  First, notice that Jesus is in Jerusalem – the big city of the day.  And cities have always had something in common:  need tends to congregate there. 

And in Jerusalem, that happened near the Sheep Gate at a pool called Bethesda.  John tells us:
Here a great number of disabled people used to lie – the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. (John 5:3)

That sounds pretty familiar.  Like Prince George is no stranger to this reality.  There are hundreds of people living on the streets in our city in various stages of disability.  There is so much need here.  But this really gets extrapolated when you look at the developing world.  

So for example, Guatemala City is infamous for the massive garbage dump in Zone 3.  Our team didn’t visit the dump, but we drove through the area.  And every day some 3,500 tons of garbage is dumped into the ravine, and thousands of people work and live there, sorting the garbage and surviving on between $1 and $3.50 a day. 

So here’s the point: there is infinite need in the world.  There is need in PG.  There is need in Guatemala.  And there was need in Jerusalem.  A Jesus walks right into the middle of it.

So what does He do?...  Jesus has the power to meet every need.  He can cure every illness and liberate every bondage.  So what does He do when He finds Himself surrounded by people in need?  Verse 5 says:
One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, He asked him, “Do you want to get well?” (John 5:5)

Jesus walks into a crowd of dozens, maybe hundreds, of people in need—and He singles out one man and asks if he wants to be well.  

Now, that question is more complicated than it sounds.  Because whether we’re talking about Jerusalem or Prince George, sometimes we become strangely attached to the very things that hold us captive.  We want freedom, but we also keep returning to the things we’ve learned to find comfort or security in.

So Jesus’ question is worth asking ourselves: Do I actually want to be well?  Do I want Jesus to free me from the things that hold me captive?  Or is the reason I keep going where I go because I don’t actually want to leave them behind?...  Have you asked yourself that question?...  It’s a good question.  But it’s a sermon for another day.

What I want you to notice this morning is that Jesus is surrounded by need—and He doesn’t heal everyone at the pool. He heals this man.  Why?  Later in this same chapter Jesus explains how He lives. He says:
“The Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what he sees His Father doing.” (John 5:19)

Jesus isn’t controlled by every need around Him.  He is attentive to His Father.  And this is what enables Him to do what His Father is doing.  And so, in the middle of all this need, Jesus comes to this one man. And to him He asks: “Do you want to get well?”
…
There is infinite need.  And our job as Jesus followers, is not to meet every need we encounter.  Our job is to discern where we are being called.  Now hear me.  This doesn’t mean we get to say, “Well, Jesus hasn’t called me to help, so I’m not helping.”  Every Jesus follower is called to shine the light of Christ where He has placed us – in our Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  

But God has also given each of us particular people, opportunities, gifts and abilities.  So part of following Jesus is learning to ask: “Jesus where are you calling me to invest what You’ve give me?”  And then we give ourselves to wherever He directs us.

And it’s the same for our church.  So our team went to Guatemala not simply to meet needs, but to discern whether God is calling Fort George to participate in what He is doing through Impact Ministries.  

And you need to know that the process of discernment isn’t finished.  Our team still needs to meet and debrief.  Then we’ll bring a proposal to the Table – which is what we call the board here.  And the Table will decide whether Fort George should enter into an ongoing partnership.  

But what I want to do now is call the team up and give everyone a chance to share a highlight from the trip, and a situation where they saw Jesus at work.

So come on up team.  

[Nikki]

[Leslie]

[Elliana]

[Jaxon]

[Corban]

[Nathan]

[Kyle]

[Justin]

Alright.  Thanks everyone.  You can return to your seats.  I want to end with something awesome that happened at the very end of the trip.  

Our family stayed behind for a few days in Belize visiting some friends who used to attend our church.  And when it was time to leave, we called a taxi for the two-hour drive to the airport.

Now we were staying near the Mexican border, in an area where there is quite a bit of drug trafficking.  And when our driver, Antwan – the guy in the picture – picked us up, I could tell almost immediately that he was nervous.  

And so, partially to set him at ease, and partly to answer a question he had asked, I told him that I was a pastor.  And Antwan was shocked and recoiled to the far side of the driver’s seat.  And he just stared at me for a few seconds.

Then he said, “I’m not a praying man, but I was praying this morning.  I’ve never picked anyone up in this area before.  But I need the money, so I took the job.  But I was worried you might be cartel.  That you might hurt me or take my van.  So when I arrived at your door, I was praying that God would protect me.”

And immediately I thought, “Jesus is doing something here.”  So I leaned in.  I told Antwan it wasn’t an accident that Jesus had put us together that morning.  Jesus didn’t just want to protect him; He wanted to bring him and his family into abundant life.

And I know this is true because my life is full of these coincidences where I find myself in situations and facing challenges where I get to see Jesus at work.  I told him this.



And over the next two hours we talked.  And Antwan told me about his struggle with alcohol and the conflict in his marriage.  He told me about how his son had recently needed surgery in in Mexico, which had cost him a lot of money.  And he was overwhelmed and looking for some way through it all.

And around his neck he was wearing a charm of the grim reaper – a picture of death.  And he told me that it represented his luck.  That was what he was trusting to get him through: good luck.

But as we talked, I could see faith growing in him.  So I challenged him to trust Jesus instead of trusting himself and his luck.  And at the end of drive, Antwan took off his charm, put it in the garbage compartment in his door, and prayed to accept Jesus.   And we hugged as brothers at the airport, and he didn’t want to let go.  But eventually he drove off with a huge smile on his face.

And I thought, what an awesome life.  There were thousands of people we passed during the trip, and obviously we couldn't minister to them all.  But Antwan was placed directly in front of me.  And that’s how the life of faith works: it’s about being attentive to where Jesus is at work, and when we see it, joining Him there.  

And that’s what Jesus did in John 5.  In the middle of overwhelming need, He was attentive to what His Father was doing.  And that’s what we want to do as a church.

We know Jesus has called us to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  The question we’re discerning is: Is Guatemala one of the places where Jesus is calling Fort George to join Him in what He is doing?

So worship team you guys can come back up.  But for the rest of us turn back around to the same group you were in before and choose one person to pray.  Please pray for our team, pray for the Table, and pray for our church as we discern that together.  

[Pray in groups together]

