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Introduction 
In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to 
receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude 
and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we 
remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share 
the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for 
the hungry. 
 
Overview 
Abundance from Scraps 
Jesus is able to feed us abundantly, even with scraps. He meets earthly needs by 
feeding the crowds and continues now to offer himself as holy meal, freely given to 
all, no matter their income or rank in society. Advertisers have trained us that 
what’s proclaimed as “free” usually isn’t. More often, it’s a ploy to get our money for 
some other, larger, purchase. Today we are invited to trust and receive Jesus’ free 
gift of love without mistrusting that he’s got some scheme up his sleeve. 
It can be hard to relax and trust God to take care of us and nourish us with the 
mere scraps we often see around us. We panic and take matters into our own 
hands instead of trusting. We experience that crushing sense of responsibility, not 
just to ourselves, but to our children or parents or other loved ones to keep them 
fed and clothed and healthy. Trusting as the crowd did that day seems completely 
foreign to those of us living in North America, abundant in resources. 
With food freely given, with quantity enough to feed only a few, Jesus makes this 
miracle, and there are leftovers to clean up. But for most of us, belief comes slowly 
and warily when we’ve been burned by experience: How will there be enough for 
all of us, when we’ve been the last one at the lunch line, the late arrival at the party, 
and everything’s gone? What if we see people in the crowd we don’t want fed and 
jostle our way to the head of the line to get first choice? Will it be fair? Trusting that 
our daily bread and even our very lives are in God’s hands is hard to do as we grow 
older and are burdened by responsibility, but God has compassion for every 
member of the crowd, and we are blessed and invited to be joyful recipients of that 
generosity. 



WORDS OF WELCOME 
PRELUDE ​ ​ ​                   ​​ ​ ​ ​                Juliet Mitton 

The Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS​ ​ ​                             ELW p. 94 
P​ In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C​ Amen. 
 
P​ God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C​ Amen. 
 
P​ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
C​ we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
P​ In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C​ Amen. 



*GATHERING HYMN  ​ “All Who Hunger, Gather Glady”         ELW #461 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    
*GREETING 
P​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.​  
C​ And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P​ Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, 
and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the 
food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the 
starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C​ Amen. 
 

The Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading:​ Isaiah 55:1-5 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also 
promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that 
previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these 
nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel. 
 
 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 
  come to the waters; 
 and you who have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 
  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 



 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 
L​ The word of the Lord. 
C​ Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm:​ Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 (read responsively) 
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16) 
 
    8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9 Lord, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16 You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17 You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works.  
    18 You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully. 



 19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 
  you hear their cry and save them. 
 20 You watch over all those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 
 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.  
 
Second Reading:​ Romans 9:1-5 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in 
God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include 
being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in 
worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 
 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 
confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing 
anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and 
cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own 
flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to 
the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 
L​ The word of the Lord. 
C​ Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   ​ “Alleluia! Lord and Savior”        ELW p. 205 
 



 
 
*GOSPEL​ ​ Matthew 14:13-21 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion 
for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to 
perform one of his greatest miracles. 
 
P​ The holy gospel according to Matthew 
C​ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he 
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when 
the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When 
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them 
and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five 
loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then 
he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 



and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the 
loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was 
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate 
were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 
P​ The gospel of the Lord. 
C​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Pastor Alex 
SERMON                                      ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                 Pastor Alex  
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY       “Break Now the Bread of Life”​ ​ ELW #515 
 
*APOSTLES CREED​ ​ ​ ​                                               ELW p.105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A​ With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 
 
For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for 
your word. Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study 
leaders, and writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with 
all. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your 
creatures are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, 
farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose labor brings your 
abundance to our tables. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live 
in harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw 
our hearts instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they 
are comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy 
on all who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit especially Don Alsedek, 
Connie Barner, Rachel Benkovic, Rose Hoover, Samson Kennedy, Bernie 
Kunz, and Rob Lipsitt. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance 
and joy of life in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that 
they may become blessings for this community.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



Here other intercessions may be offered. 
With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their 
witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust 
your promises in life and in death. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
P​ Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All 
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C​ Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
P​ The peace of Christ be with you always.​  
C​ And also with you. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC   ​ ​ ​ ​         Stephanie Strauss, Clarinet solo 

The Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

*OFFERTORY HYMN​​ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful              ELW #182 

 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A​ Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us 
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can 
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C​ Amen. 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          ELW p.206 
P​ The Lord be with you. 
C​ And also with you. 
  
P​ Lift up your hearts. 
C​ We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
P​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​          ELW p.207 

 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P​ Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C​ Amen.  
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​          ELW p.208 
P​ Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
​ Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



*SHARING THE MEAL 
P​ Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast.  
 
COMMUNION HYMNS: 
 ​ “Lamb of God”                                                                  ​        ELW p.208 

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”                           ​ ​         ELW  #484 
“We Come to the Hungry Feast”                                            ELW #479 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
A​ Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our 
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that 
we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have 
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever.   
C​ Amen. 

 
The Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
*BLESSING 
P​ Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C​ Amen. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
*SENDING HYMN  "Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”***​ ELW #867 
 
*DISMISSAL     
A​ Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C​ Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        ​ ​      Juliet Mitton 



We appreciate Juliet Mitton and Stephanie Strauss for sharing their 
musical talent with us this morning. Thank-you.  

 
Permission to podcast/ stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #736549-A and CCLI License #CSPL 19029 except where 
notated, All Rights Reserved. From sundayandseasons.com. Copyright 
@2026 Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. License #SB179760. 
 
Gathering Hymn - “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” ELW #461 words - Sylvia 
Dunstan music - W. Moore HOLY MANNA @1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Gospel Acclamation - “Alleluia! Lord and Savior” p. 205, setting 10 
Hymn of the Day - “Break Now the Bread of Life” ELW #515 words - Mary 
Lathbury music - William Sherwin PUBLIC DOMAIN 
Special Music - Stephanie Strauss, clarinet solo 
Offertory Hymn - “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ” ELW #182 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” p.207, setting 10 ELW 
Distribution of Communion - Lamb of God, p. 208 ELW 
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart’ ELW #484 words - Omer Westendorf music - 
Robert Kreutz @1977Archdiocese of Philadelphia GIFT OF FINEST WHEAT 
BICENTENNIAL 
“We Come to the Hungry Feast” ELW #479 words & music - Ray Makeever 
@ 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Sending hymn - “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” ELW # 674 words - 
Fred Kaan music - Jamaican folk tune, adapt. Doreen  
Potter @1975 Hope Publishing Co. LINSTEAD *** 
 
*** Congregation favorite 
 
 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Highspire Contact Information: 

Saint Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
240 Broad St., P.O. Box 97    
Highspire, Pennsylvania  17034-0097 
Office Phone: 717-939-3492​  
E-mail:  stpetershighspire240@gmail.com 

 
If you are in need of Pastoral care, please reach out to our church office at 
717-939-3492 or by email at stpetershighspire240@gmail.com . 
You can also reach out to Pastor Alex, at 717-434-5037. 
 

http://sundayandseasons.com/
mailto:stpetershighspire240@gmail.com
mailto:stpetershighspire240@gmail.com


Special Music for July, August and September 
8/2/26 -   Pentecost 10 - Stephanie Strauss, clarinet 
8/9/26  -  Pentecost 11 - Hymn sing 
8/16/26 - Pentecost 12 - Brian Keyser, solo 
8/23/26 - Pentecost 13 - Caity Hawkins, solo 
8/30/26  - Pentecost 14 - Hymn sing  
9/6/26  -   Pentecost 15 - Deb Dillane, Organ solo 
 
Worship Participants for August 2, 2026  
Presiding Minister​              Pastor Alex Sheppard-Witt  
Music Director​ ​              Stephen Strauss 
Worship Assistant​ ​      Patrick Hawkins 
Musician                                Juliet Mitton 
Lector​ ​  ​              Grace Hoover 
 
Worship Participants for August 9, 2026  
Presiding Minister​              Pastor Alex Sheppard-Witt  
Music Director​ ​              Stephen Strauss 
Worship Assistant​ ​      Brian Keyser 
Musician                                Julie Mitton 
Lector​ ​  ​              Helene Hoch 
 
CENTERPIECE:  Presented to the Glory of God in honor of Diana Keyser’s 
birthday on August 2nd by her family. 
  
All are Welcome Bible Study 
The All are Welcome Bible Study meets on Tuesday nights at 6:30pm. We 
are currently reading Isaiah.  
We send out a weekly email with the Zoom link, as well as a brief summary 
of what we covered the previous week. To get the link for attending the 
Zoom session, or just to get on the weekly email list, please contact Matt 
and Mary Hunt at allarewelcomebiblestudy@gmail.com . 
 
A Friendly reminder from Sally: 
Please remember to take 1 or more Samaritan Bags to hand out to those 
who may be in need of this outreach .They are located in a basket in the 
back of the sanctuary to grab and keep available in your travels. 
 
 

mailto:allarewelcomebiblestudy@gmail.com


Come to church and stay for Fellowship every Sunday in the Parlor. Enjoy 
coffee and snacks and friendly conversation! If you would be interested in 
“Hosting a Sunday”  please check the sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin 
board located in the  hallway outside the Music Room/Church Office. 


