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Land Acknowledgement
One: 		In 1981, Alberta Billy… 
… an apology was offered by then moderator Bob Smith, who said – 
All: 	“Long before my people journeyed to this year your people were here,
and you received from your Elders an understanding of creation and of the Mystery that surrounds us all that was deep, and rich, and to be treasured. We did not hear you when you shared your vision… We tried to make you be like us and in so doing we helped to destroy the vision that made you who you were. As a result, you, and we, are poorer and the image of the Creator in us is twisted, blurred, and we are not what we are meant by God to be. We ask you to forgive us and to walk together with us in the Spirit of Christ so that our peoples may be blessed and God’s creation healed.” 
	One:		So as we begin our time together today… 
…  and our commitment to walk together in the Spirit going forward.  

Candle Lighting and Introit – VU 289, verse 1 “It Only takes a Spark” 

Call to Worship – “Take Off Your Shoes” by 
Sister Macrina Wiederkehr 

One:  		My bare feet walk the earth reverently 
for everything keeps crying, take off your shoes 
the ground you stand on is holy the ground of your being is holy.  
 All: 		When the wind sings through the pines 
like a breath of God 
awakening you to the sacred present 
calling your soul to new insights 
take off your shoes! 
One:  		When the sun rises above your rooftop 
coloring your world with dawn  
be receptive to this awesome beauty 
put on your garment of adoration 
take off your shoes! 
All: 		When the red maple drops its last leaf of summer 
wearing its ‘burning bush’ robes no longer 
read between its barren branches, and  
take off your shoes! 
One:  		When sorrow presses close to your heart 
begging you to put your trust in God alone 
filling you with a quiet knowing 
that God’s love is not too far to reach you 
take off your shoes.  
All:  		When a new person comes into your life 
like a mystery about to unfold 
and you find yourself marveling over 
the frailty and splendor of every human being 
take off your shoes! 
One: 		When during the wee hours of the night  
you drive slowly into the new day 
and the morning’s fog, like angel winds 
hovers mysteriously around you 
take off your shoes! 
All:  		Take off your shoes of distraction 
One:  		Take off your shoes of ignorance and judgement
All:  		Take off your shoes of hurry and worry 
One: 	 Take off anything that prevents you from being a child of wonder.  
All:  	Take off your shoes; the ground you stand on is holy.  
 
Opening Prayer 
All:  	God of life, the earth and sea and sky are yours. Mosquitoes and moose
are loved by you. You delight in the beauty of wildflowers and examples of human compassion. May our worship today be filled with the joy and deep peace we experience around us. May we be truly thankful for the beauty of this earth. And may we be  truly open to being changed by your word.  Fill us with your Spirit today, and prepare us to live meaningful lives as followers of Jesus.  Amen.  

Singing 	VU 222 “Come, Let Us Sing”  

Prayer of Confession 
All:  	God, just as you called Moses so long ago, so you call each one of us to
speak and act on your behalf in our world today. Forgive us  when we are hesitant to follow: when we question your call or  make excuses for our abilities; when we complain about our lack of  time or hoard our resources. Give us courage to step out in faith, to  follow where you lead without hesitation or fear, trusting that your  presence goes with us, and that you will provide all that we need.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

 Sung Response – VU 224, verse 1

Theme Time  

Bible Story – Exodus 3:1-15 (from The Lectionary Story Bible)
One:  	One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest  of Midian. He led the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the  mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing  fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the  bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. 
Moses: 	This is amazing! Why isn’t that bush burning up? 
 	must go see it. 
One: 	When God saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from  the middle of the bush: 
God:  		Moses! Moses! 
Moses: 	Here I am! 
God:  	Do not come any closer. Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. I am the God of your father— the God of Abraham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
One: 	When Moses heard this, he covered his  face because he was afraid to look  at God. 
God:  	I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious  land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey. Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people out of Egypt. 
One:  		But Moses protested to God. 
Moses: 	Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” 
God:  		You can do this Moses. I will be with you.  
One: 		But Moses protested again. 
Moses: 	If I go to the people of Israel and tell them ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’  Then what  should I tell them?” 
God:   	 I Am Who I Am. Say this to the people of Israel: 
I Am has sent me to you. This is my eternal name, my name to remember for all generations. 
One:  	May we hear wisdom for today from this story of our faith tradition.  
 
Singing – 	VU 509 “I, The Lord of Sea and Sky” 

Sermon 
 
Singing – 	VU 278 “In the Quiet Curve of Evening”  
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Offering Invitation
 
Singing – 	VU #537 “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands” 

Offering Prayer
All: 	We long for the time when the meek shall inherit the earth and all who hunger and thirst after justice shall be satisfied; 
and we believe that, despite the persistence of evil, now is always the time when more good can be done and we can make a difference. May it be so, through the offering of our  gifts and of our  lives. Amen. 
 
Singing – MV 171 “Christ Has No Body Now but Yours” 
 
Blessing 
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