Faith Lutheran Church

15" Sunday after Pentecost

Creation in Christ Sunday
September 6", 2026

Introduction

Since the seventh century, September 1 has
symbolized the day of the creation of the world in
the Byzantine tradition and has been the opening
feast of its liturgical year (known as the Feast of
the Indiction), in parallel with Rosh Hashanah
marking the Jewish New Year. Creation in Christ celebrates the ongoing creation
of the world in and through Christ, who sustains, unites, and holds all created
things. We hear today of the triune God who creates all things: sun and moon,
shining stars, sea monsters, creeping things and flying birds—and, yes, even
human beings. God-in-Christ still takes care of all things and invites us to join in as
caretakers of God's good creation.

Gathering
Gathering Hymn
ELW 835 “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”
Opening Litany
Responses on the screens
Kyrie
ELW 158
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Christ, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - ¢y on  us.
Greeting
Prayer of the Day

Children’s Sermon



Word

First Reading Genesis 1:1-2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit
form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests
on the seventh day.

"When God began to create the heavens and the earth, ?the earth was complete
chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept
over the face of the waters. ° Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. “ And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the
darkness. ° God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day.

® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” " So God made the dome and separated the
waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And
it was so. ° God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day.

° And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '’ God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it
was good. "' Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it
was so. '“ The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. "* And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

“ And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,
'“and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it
was so. '° God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. '” God set them in the dome of the sky
to give light upon the earth, '®to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 'Y And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” ' So God created the great
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the
waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
2 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” ?° And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.

>4 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so.
> God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind
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and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it
was good.

“°Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

°’So God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them,;

male and female he created them.
8 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” ?° God said, “See,
| have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. *° And to every beast
of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so. *' God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

#1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the
sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all the work that he had done. ° So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.

“2These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148

"Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
?Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
°Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you ! shining stars.
‘Praise the LORD, heav- en of heavens,
and you waters a- bove the heavens.
°Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
‘who made them stand fast forev- er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
"Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;



¢fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- ing God's will;
*mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
"“wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
""sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
?young men and maidens,
old and young together.
s Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
“The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

Second Reading Acts 17:22a. 24-28
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of
either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is
the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom
God has raised from the dead.
*?2Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ** “The God who made the
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
shrines made by human hands, ?° nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. “° From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and
he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where
they would live, ?’ so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. “® For ‘In him
we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have
said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15t chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel John 1:1-5

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were
created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.



"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. ?He was in the beginning with God. ® All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being “in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. ° The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overtake it.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon & Silent Reflection

Hymn of the Day
ACS 927 “Christ Is the Life”
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brings all things to be and brings all things to death.
in the gen - tle dark bids new - ness to ap - pear.
fire we tread up - on the thresh - old of new life.
ev - er - more shall bless the Source, the liv. - ing Christ.
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Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:

Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and your
whole creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Peace

Offering

“For Jesus, the quality of the gift is not how large it is, but the proportion you give and the
heart with which you give it.” There are many options for giving including plate giving,

Meal

text to give (833-686-4752) or through our website.

Offertory Hymn
ACS 1059 “Come Now, You Blessed”
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1 “Come now, you bless - ed, eat at my ta - ble,”
2 When did we see you hun - gry or thirst - y?
3 “When you gave bread to earth’s hun - gry chil - dren,
4  Christ, when we meet you out on life’s road - ways,
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When were you home - less, a strang - er a lone?
when you gave wel - come to war’s ref - u - gees,
look - ing to us in the fac - es of need,
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“When 1 was hun - gry, thirst - y, and home-less,
When did we see  you sick or in pris - on?
when you re - mem-bered those most for - got - ten,
then may we know you, wel - come and show you
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sick and in pris - on, Yyou showed me your love.”
What have we done that you call us your own?
you cared for me in the small - est of these.”
love that is faith - ful  in word and in deed.
Offering Prayer



Holy Communion

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution Hymn
ELW 836 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

Prayer after Communion

Sending

Blessing

Dismissal

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB174186.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Faith Lutheran Church is a community living in God'’s love which embraces and welcomes every person as part of God’s Beloved Community. We celebrate each
person created in God’s image as we strive for justice, peace, and racial equity in our community and the wider world. We openly welcome and affirm all persons of
every race, age, socioeconomic class, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, physical and mental ability, marital and family status,
background, and experience. We seek to live as a community of God’s people that values each person’s voice, gifts, and full participation in all areas of the
congregation’s life and worship. We embrace the work of the Holy Spirit moving in and through us as we care for the earth and all of God’s people.




FAITH ACTIVE IN LOVE

Gathered as a community living in God’s love we serve all people, care
for the earth and embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.

Faith Lutheran Church will be recognized as a community of spiritual growth, a place of
acceptance and inclusion, a gateway for environmental stewardship, a creator of partnerships
and an advocate for social justice and peace.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP this Sunday includes:

Presiding Rev. John C. Norquist

Pianist Pamela Gergens

Reader Aaron Gresch

Communion Assistant Aaron Gresch

Cup Deacons

Greeter Nancy Hammen

Ushers

Communion Set-up Dottie Dorr, Linda O’Leary & Cory Schoofs
Live Stream Tom & Kelly Dennison

September Mission of the Month: Indigenous Peoples

Do you See What | See?

This Faith community represents a lineage of religious beliefs and expressions, a
blend of religious traditions from those who came before us and shared their
insights and understanding of God, the Christian life and faith with that of our own
time. The banner design is an attempt at producing a visual metaphor for the
history of the ministry of Faith Lutheran Church. The seven decades of ministry by
Faith Church are represented through the application of layers upon painted
layers of the words “Faith” “70”. Some patterns of ministry occurred early on in our
history. Some patterns applied later are very distinctive, other aspects of our
ministry have faded into the background. Some aspects of current or past ministry
might even be viewed as downright backwards. None-the-less, what we are now is
an expression of Faith which is a mix of old and new, that of our

predecessors (the first layers, earliest layers) and that which we are now (the
latest layers). Some generations' ministry may appear strong and bold while others
weak and faint. Some are easy to discern, while others not so clear and again,
even backwards. But altogether, the sainted members of the past and we as the
current community of Faith are making our mark(s) in time. — Terry Groh



2026 Appeal & 70" Anniversary Dinner

If you haven’t heard about this years’ anniversary appeal special incentives, take a look at the
narthex thermometer! Here is what happens at certain giving levels. See the narthex
thermometer change for updates!

The 70" celebration this year includes a spaghetti dinner on September 19t at
12:00pm. A link is provided in the weekly email, please use that to get a ticket to
the feast! The dinner will be: spaghetti marinara, meatballs, chicken Dijon, salad,
garlic bread, and dessert! Follow the QR code to sign up or talk to Cindy
Dellegrazio, Bev Yurske, Alisa Norquist, and Cory or Tom Schoofs to sign up in
person.

Mums

Along with a dinner, we will have a mum sale. Our mums this year are from Groth’s Garden.
They are 12” and potted with colors of: tricolor, red, purple, orange, yellow or white and cost $22
each. There are limited quantities available so order soon to snag the color you want! Order
envelopes are in the narthex. Orders are due September 14!

Financial Update

Thank you for Growing in Faith as we carry out our congregation’s mission together. You are
making a difference in our community and world! Here is a summary of progress toward our
financial goals for this year. If you have questions about our finances, please contact our
Treasurer Tim Gergens or any of our Church Council members. Your gifts make this ministry
possible- thank you.

Actual Budget Actual
6/30/2026 6/30/2026 6/30/2025

Income $88,821 $126,900 $100,701
Expenses $122,018 $125,122 $121,006
Net Loss ($33,197) ($4,222) ($20,305)
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Community Is Complicated

Navigating life with other humans is not always easy. We who call ourselves the
church likely know this all too well. Perhaps you’ve withessed church council
meetings gone awry, frustrating conversations about the budget, or intense
disagreements over worship styles. Maybe your faith community has had to
navigate conflicting visions for mission and outreach, welcome and hospitality, or
diversity and justice. Maybe the generational or political divides in your community
feel like rifts too big to cross. As the church, we are called to wrestle with difficult
questions about faith and life, but at times, even with the best of intentions, we
leave one another feeling hurt, overlooked, or misunderstood.

Jesus knew a thing or two about life in community. He knew what it was like to be
betrayed by the ones he loved. He shared meals with people of different
backgrounds, people whose identities at times put them at odds with one another.
Even his disciples never quite seemed to be on the same page! Yet Jesus knew
that despite the complexity of these situations, faith is best practiced in
community. Accompanying one another, sharing one another’s burdens,
encouraging one another, forgiving one another, and holding each other
accountable are vital to the Christian life.

Therefore, managing conflict is not something to be taken lightly. Disagreements
are not to be just swept under the rug, ignored until the next issue emerges. We
are instead called to embrace truth-telling, courage, accountability, and
compassion in our dealings with one another. The work of conflict resolution is not
easy or glamorous. In fact, it can be awkward and downright painful. But it is holy
work. And by God’s grace, it can be an invitation to build a community that more
truly reflects God’s love poured out for the whole world.

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
N35 W6621 Wilson Street
Cedarburg, WI 53012
262-377-0960
www.faithlutherancedarburg.com
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