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Service of Word 
14th Sunday After Pentecost
August 23rd, 2026 		11:00 am 
Gathering 
Prelude 
*Introit: Jesus, Name above all Names	
Jesus, name above all names
Beautiful Saviour, Glorious Lord
Emmanuel, God is with us
Blessed Redeemer, Living Word
Words of Welcome 	
*Call to Worship
Sometimes God calls us through burning bushes, telling us to go free a whole people despite our insecurities and fears.
God, help us accept your call on our lives.
Sometimes God calls us, and we don’t understand the full meaning of the call, the ways our families, friends, and communities may resist the good news and us as messengers of it.
God, help us accept your call on our lives.
Sometimes God calls us to a path that is harder than we think we can handle, asking us to trust that God will provide what we need.
God, help us accept your call on our lives.
Beloved, God’s call takes many forms. Sometimes it feels as natural as breathing, and sometimes we want to run as far as we can. But take assurance in this: You are not alone. God is with us, and God’s call can be trusted, because no matter where it leads, God is there.
God, help us accept your call on our lives and to trust that what you equip us to do is what you call us to do as members of the Body of Christ. Thanks be to God! Amen.
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026.

*Opening Hymn  	“Joyful, Joyful, We adore Thee”	UMH 89

Prayers of the People
Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and power, and glory forever. Amen


Proclamation & Response
Psalter Reading		Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45b
Children’s Time                   			 
Call to the Offering
Offertory	
*Doxology		UMH 95
*Prayer of Dedication
	
Hymn of Preparation  	“Build My Life”	Pastor Tim
		
Anthem		Chancel Choir

Old Testament		  Exodus 3:1-15
Gospel Reading		     Matthew 16: 21-28
Message “Acceptance”				Pastor Tim Nicholson

Apostle’s Creed				UMH 881


Sending Fourth
*Sending Hymn	“The Gift of Love”	                        	UMH 408
*Benediction		 		
*Postlude


ATTRIBUTION
Wesley, Frank, 1923-2002. Moses and the Burning Bush, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://act.library.vanderbilt.edu/artworks/59185 [retrieved August 24, 2026]. Original source: Estate of Frank Wesley, http://www.frankwesleyart.com/main_page.htm.
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