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THERE MUST BE ANOTHER WAY

Peter may be the “rock” on which Christ will build the church (Matt. 16:18), but
when Jesus reveals the suffering that will come first, Peter becomes a tempter and
stumbling block. Assuming God must have a different way to save the world, Peter
protests Jesus’ suffering and death. Jesus explains to Peter and all his disciples that, in
fact, this is the way to life —losing one’s life in order to find it.

By tempting Jesus to an easier way than his journey through suffering to
resurrection, Peter personifies a temptation common to all generations of Jesus’
disciples: seeking a way to avoid “losing oneselt” instead of surrendering all to and with
the one we follow. Rather than losing our lives —our selves, possessions, and time —we
hold on more tightly, afraid of what will happen to our comfort, success, and identity if
we let go. Those things we hold onto then become, like Peter, stumbling blocks along
the way of self-giving love.

But while “saving one’s life” sounds sensible, those things also stand in the way
of the new life into which Jesus beckons us to follow him. Perhaps Peter’s problem is
that he sees only the suffering and death, without grasping the new life that comes
through it. In times when we too are tempted by worldly ways of comfort and success,
convinced that surely God must have an easier way than the way of self-giving love, this
gospel reminds us that resurrection and life await on the other side of suffering and
death.

This is the way of our God who becomes human in Jesus: emptying himself of
power and dignity, losing his very own life for the sake of the world’s life. Seen through

the lens of resurrection just ahead on the journey, what other way could there be?




Ministers The People of Redeemer

Pastor The Rev. Elise T. Stringer
Parish Administrator Mrs. Jackie Pitts
Director of Music Ministries Mrs. Donna Cotter

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Fourteenth Sunday
after Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made
new life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come.
If you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex. If you have any
questions, our ushers will be happy to help you.

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church,
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876. We will receive New Members again on
Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2026.

THE PROPHET JEREMIAH SPEAKS OF THE INCURABLE WOUND OF HIS
SUFFERING YET FINDS IN GOD’S WORDS THE DELIGHT OF HIS HEART. When
Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus” words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find
their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to
associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a
community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.
PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.



PRELUDE Donna Cotter, Organist

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism.

In the name of the Father,
and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




GATHERING HYMN FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH ELW #879
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1 For the beau-ty of the -ecarth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the mght,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each  per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o -ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
|
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-n -fice of praise.
oy —_— : e =
Zas ——] R PR



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 203
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - pan.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; ¢re - ate  in  us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 204
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I Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the carth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at  God's right hand.
Je -sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther's splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand. 6
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give
us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

We Sit

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Elise Stringer

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21

Jeremiah's delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and God'’s
seeming unfaithfulness. God'’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his
strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.” (not read aloud)

A reading from Jeremiah Chapter 15:

150 Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me
on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account
I suffer insult. 1® Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me
a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts.
171 did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of
your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. ¥ Why is my pain
unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a
deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 1° Therefore thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I
will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious and not
what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you
who will turn to them. 20 And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save
you and deliver you, says the Lord. 211 will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




PSALM.: 26:1-8
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3)

1Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived | with integrity;
I have trusted in the Lord and | have not faltered.
2Test me, O | Lord, and try me;
examine my heart | and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes;
I have walked faithful- | ly with you.
4T have not sat | with the worthless,
nor do I consort with | the deceitful.
5] have hated the company of | evildoers;
I will not sit down | with the wicked.
¢] will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O Lord,
that I may go in procession | round your altar,
7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving
and recounting all your won- | derful deeds.
8 Lord, I love the house in | which you dwell
and the place where your glo- | ry abides.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the unflagging
standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with
good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people.
(not read aloud)

A reading from Romans Chapter 12:

?Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; °love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 1 Do not lag in zeal;
be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 2 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 1> Rejoice with those
who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 1° Live in harmony with one another; do not be
arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 181f it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 1 Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I
will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are
thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” 2 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #205
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Al - le-lu - ia!  Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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t it burn like fire with-in  us; speak un - nl our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate
purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day
be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.” 22 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.” 2 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. % For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they
give in return for their life? 27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory
of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON Rev. Elise T. Stringer



HYMN OF THE DAY WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME ELW #798
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if 1 but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if 1 but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you g0 where  you don’t
your name”? Wwill  you care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’‘ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you r1isk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rnm  go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Wwill  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus T'll  move and  live and
9]
¥y | ! !
7 4" . ! !
- | I - 2
v o -
grown in you and  you in me?”’
prayr in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

10



APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Offered by the Assisting Minister

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of
Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you in
faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may thrive.

Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other disasters.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

11



For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another. Bless
the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace
to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access to
food, water, shelter, and medical care especially those in the Backpack Buddies Program.
Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit especially those on our
prayer board and those we name before you now. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and
united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward
honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the
church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit.

ALL YOUTH BACK TO SCHOOL PARTY
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MUSICAL OFFERING SAVIOR MORE THAN LIFE TO ME Redeemer Choir
OFFERING HYMN
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast tw  come.

OFFERING PRAYER
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.

Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now

and forever. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW #207
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 208
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| &  Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way:
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our  lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray,
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Congregation is encouraged to sing.
LORD JESUS, YOU SHALL BE MY SONG ELW #808
LET STREAMS OF LIVING JUSTICE ELW #710
BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN ELW #474

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

Please stand.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

REDEEMER’S MISSION
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love!

SENDING HYMN BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS ELW #656
(printed on next page)

DISMISSAL
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. Amen.

POSTLUDE Donna Cotter, Organist
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Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts 1n Chris - ttan  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.



Serving Today

Ushers: Chase Dill and Tom Lewis
Greeters: Aaron Cornwell and Chuck Pegram
Assisting Minister:  David Henderson
Lector 1: Kyle Henderson
Lector 2: Al Ludwigson
Acolyte: Henry Cotter
Crucifer: Anna Smith
Cantor: Chrissy Bristow
Counters: Rev. Kevin Koger, Harold Neel, and Donna Norman
Altar Guild: Paula Ludwigson
Flowers: Given by
Sheepdogs: Aaron Cornwell, Mike Miller, and Sonny Lybrand
Nursery: Jennifer Tierce and Rose Lanning
Serving Next Week - September 6, 2026
Ushers: Chuck Pegram and Marc Karrmann
Greeters: Wade and Barbara Tate
Assisting Minister:  Kyle Henderson
Lector 1: Kathy Mieczkowski
Lector 2: Janet Thomas
Acolyte: Harper Meloon
Crucifer: Lily Childers (needs a sub)
Cantor: Chuck Pegram
Counters: Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers
Altar Guild: Tom and Joyce Frid
Flowers: Given by
Sheepdogs: Seth Brandt, Brian Ginsberg, and Michael Miller
Nursery: Kim Zumstein and Hannah Hester

NOTES
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