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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Today we keep a festival the church has not had before. In April 2026 the Consultation on 

Common Texts added Creation in Christ to the Revised Common Lectionary — the first feast added 

since the lectionary’s release in 1983, when Baptism of Our Lord and Christ the King were included. 

It is supported by the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches, and it is kept 

in both Eastern and Western calendars, which has not happened with a new feast in a very long 

time. 

Its roots are old. Byzantine Christians have opened their liturgical year on September 1 since at 

least the fifth century, keeping it as the Feast of the Indiction. From the seventh century their 

calendar also reckoned that date as the day God began to create the world — a memory Rosh 

Hashanah keeps in its own way. 

The festival falls on September 1 or the Sunday following. Because that Sunday is Labor Day 

weekend and our community service with Pine Grove Presbyterian, we keep it today. 

The name matters. This is not a day about nature in general. It is a day about Christ, through 

whom all things were made and in whom all things hold together. Today’s readings proclaim the 

triune God who makes sun and moon, shining stars, sea monsters, creeping things, flying birds, 

and human beings — and who has not stopped. Because Christ holds the creation, we are free to 

care for it. 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, A: we confess 

that we participate in systems that perpetuate oppression and injustice. We are 
often numb to the pain of the world around us, resistant to change that costs us 
something, and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. We sin against your 
good creation, failing to be faithful stewards of the land, the sea, and all their 
creatures. Make your home among us once more, O God, naming us beloved and 
opening our hearts to do your will. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
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his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (ELW 295) 
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*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you 

created the worlds, and your Spirit breathes life into the universe. We praise you for 

your wondrous creation. Bless us and all your handiwork with your infinite light, and 

direct our lives to the care of this good earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
As the final verse indicates, this story was told to explain why the Israelites rested on the seventh day of 

the week. But it also affirms that everything finds its origin in God, and (for Christians at least) that the 

Word and the Spirit were involved in creation from the beginning. 
 

1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 

of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw 

that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 
6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 

that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God 

said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind 

on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them 
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be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made 

the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 

night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 

And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the 

fourth day. 
20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and 

every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, 

saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 

the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 

the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God 

said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and 

over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 

earth.” 
27 So God created humans in his image, 

 in the image of God he created them; 

 male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 

and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you 

every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in 

its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird 

of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 

life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he 

had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the sixth day. 
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth 

day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 

the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because 

on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
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4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.             

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 148   “Praise the Lord! O Heavens” (ELW 823) 
Like Genesis 1 this psalm declares that all creation is in relationship to God, and that humans are 

given the duty and joy of leading creation’s praise. 

 
 
 

Second Reading: Acts 17:22a, 24-28 
The Areopagus was a place in Athens where philosophers taught and argued. Here Paul begins his 

preaching not with the law (familiar to Jews) or the cross (familiar to Christians) but something with 

which everyone is familiar – creation. 
 

22a Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 24 “The God who made the world 

and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made 

by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
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since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor 

he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 

existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would 

search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is 

not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even 

some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’              

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
How manifold are your | works, O LORD!*  

      In Wisdom you have | made them all. 

*Gospel Reading: John 1:1-5 
The Gospel of John begins with an intentional echo of Genesis 1, identifying Jesus as the Word through 

which creation came into being. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 

He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the 

life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not overtake it. 

         P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
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*HYMN of the Day: “Christ, the Life of All the Living” (ELW 339) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
. 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator, praying for the earth 

and for all in need, responding to each petition with the words “Your mercy is great.” 

A brief silence. 

O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: that churches around the 

globe collaborate in care for the earth, and that all the baptized nurture a zeal for the 

wellbeing of creation. Hear us, O God, source of life: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive continued divine blessing, 

that the air be wholesome, that the waters be plenteous and clean, that the land be 

treasured, and that animals be protected. Bless the land entrusted to our care: Tussey, 

Nittany, Rothrock Forest, the Scotia Barrens, and Slab Cabin Run. Grant that what on 

earth has been despoiled will be healed. Hear us, O God, our creator:  
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, and grocers provide the 

food humans need, that legislators strive in all things for the common good, and that 

science and technology lead us toward more responsible ways to live. Hear us, O God, 

our stronghold: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

For our country we pray: that national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges be 

safeguarded, that all natural resources benefit the whole population, and that our 

children learn respect for nature. Hear us, O God, our guardian:  
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from pandemic and from 

extreme weather, and that all who are sick or suffering receive medical attention and 

communal support. Give heed to those whose names we call out to you (especially). Hear 

us, O God, our healer: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

 

We praise you for the riches of faith and hope which came before us in your saints 

William Randolph Kocher, Charles Albert Bloom, and Paul Harner, and for all believers 

who have lived and died in communion with the earth. Grant that in your good time we 

join with all your creatures in your presence forever. Hear us, O God, the beginning and 

the end: A: Your mercy is great. 
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Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and your whole 

creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 

Meal 
Offering 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 

*Offertory 

 

 

 

 
  

 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all 

creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who 

calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  A: Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

through whom all things came into being, and who came to dwell among the creatures 

he has made, that by his dying and rising all creation might be united in your life. And so, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, with the church and the creatures of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God, 

and heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

At your word the light broke upon the waters, 

and every living thing received its breath from you. 

When we turned against the gift and against the giver,  

you did not withdraw your hand,  

but gave your only Son to enter our dust and our death, 

that the whole groaning world might be set free 

and come at last to the freedom of your children. 

 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving passion and death, 

his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give you thanks, not as we ought but as we are able. 

We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon us 

and upon these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

that we who eat and drink at this table 
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may be joined to the body of your Son, 

and that your Spirit, poured out upon all flesh, 

may renew the face of the ground. 

 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church and in all your works, 

now and forever.    A: Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures.  Come and share. 

 

*Lamb of God  
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   

 
Communion Hymn: “Thine Is the Glory” (ELW 376) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen. 

 
*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 

souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 

blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your 

love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord..  A: Amen. 
 

 
Sending 

*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
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Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Charge to the People 
 
*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

*Sending hymn: “He Came Down” (ELW 253) 

 

 

 
*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace! Flourish with creation! 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

Reflections for After Worship 
Every Sunday as a feast of creation 

In one of the earliest accounts of Christian worship from outside the Bible, Justin Martyr 

(died c. 165) summarized the reason Christians come together on Sunday for worship. 

His reference to the resurrection is secondary, coming after he evocatively describes 
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Sunday as marking the beginning of creation: “We hold this meeting together on the day 

of the sun since it is the first day, on which day God, having transformed darkness and 

matter, made the world. On the same day Jesus Christ our savior rose from the dead” 

(First Apology, 67). For Justin, the first reason to worship weekly on Sunday is to give 

thanks for God’s creation. His assertion helps us put into perspective any efforts toward 

a once-per-year festival of creation. Yet, planning for a yearly festival of this sort may 

helpfully remind us that our weekly Sunday gatherings are also feasts of creation.  

 

Many of the liturgical practices and themes we might explore in an annual festival can 

deepen our weekly gatherings too. Moreover, we might newly notice the profound 

creation themes that orient our two festival cycles, Christmas and Easter. The seasons 

themselves are anchored by ecological and cosmic cycles, with Christmas originally 

synchronized with the solstice, and Easter’s date determined by a sequence of ecological 

and cosmic occurrences: springtime in Jerusalem, equinox, full moon, sunset on 

Saturday marking the beginning of Easter Sunday. The church’s pattern of daily prayer, 

too, is traditionally a way to align ourselves liturgically with the cardinal moments of each 

day, especially around sunrise, solar noon, sunset, and night. 

 
Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses 
Because God’s goodness could not be adequately represented by one creature alone, 

God produced many and diverse creatures, that what was wanting to one in the 

representation of the divine goodness might be supplied by another. For goodness, 

which in God is simple and uniform, in creatures is manifold and divided and hence the 

whole universe together participates in the divine goodness more perfectly, and 

represents it better than any single creature whatever. 

—Thomas Aquinas 

[Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica 1.47.1.] 

 

 
 
 



19 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
August 31: William Randolph Kocher, † 2004 

 
September 2: Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer 
of the church, † 1872 
Grundtvig was, with Søren Kierkegaard, one of the two great Danish theologians 

of the nineteenth century. As a pastor, he battled the prevalent idea that 

Christianity was more a philosophy than divine revelation. He wrote over a 

thousand hymns, one of which is Built on a Rock. 

 
September 5: Charles Albert Bloom, † 2001 

 
September 9: Paul Harner, † 2008; Peter Claver, priest, missionary 
to Colombia, † 1654 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in 

present-day Colombia. His ministry was focused on the enslaved people who 

arrived there. He gave them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and 

taught them Christianity. 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister………………………………………………………………………………………………………Karen Magnuson 

Musicians………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Jacob Heller 

Sacristan………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Karen Magnuson 

Reader………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Eleanor Bird 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
 

Copyright and License Information   
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council 

of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common 

Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hymns reprinted and 

streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2026 - Aug 10, 2027. Introductions to the texts are written by the 

Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. The metrical versions of the psalm has been written by Tim and Julie Tennent in 

order to provide an open source psalter for public and private worship. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for 

public worship with acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 

 
 


