
Leviticus 13 (Separated Outside the Camp) 

Lev 13:1  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron,  

Lev 13:2  "When anyone has a swelling or a rash or a shiny spot on their 

skin that may be a defiling skin disease, they must be brought to Aaron the 
priest or to one of his sons who is a priest.  

Lev 13:3  The priest is to examine the sore on the skin, and if the hair in the 
sore has turned white and the sore appears to be more than skin deep, it is 

a defiling skin disease. When the priest examines that person, he shall 
pronounce them ceremonially unclean.  

Lev 13:4  If the shiny spot on the skin is white but does not appear to be 

more than skin deep and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest is to 
isolate the affected person for seven days.  

Lev 13:5  On the seventh day the priest is to examine them, and if he sees 
that the sore is unchanged and has not spread in the skin, he is to isolate 

them for another seven days.  

Lev 13:6  On the seventh day the priest is to examine them again, and if the 

sore has faded and has not spread in the skin, the priest shall pronounce 
them clean; it is only a rash. They must wash their clothes, and they will be 

clean.  

Lev 13:7  But if the rash does spread in their skin after they have shown 

themselves to the priest to be pronounced clean, they must appear before 
the priest again.  

Lev 13:8  The priest is to examine that person, and if the rash has spread in 
the skin, he shall pronounce them unclean; it is a defiling skin disease.  

Lev 13:9  "When anyone has a defiling skin disease, they must be brought 

to the priest.  

Lev 13:10  The priest is to examine them, and if there is a white swelling in 

the skin that has turned the hair white and if there is raw flesh in the 
swelling,  

Lev 13:11  it is a chronic skin disease and the priest shall pronounce them 
unclean. He is not to isolate them, because they are already unclean.  

Lev 13:12  "If the disease breaks out all over their skin and, so far as the 
priest can see, it covers all the skin of the affected person from head to foot,  

Lev 13:13  the priest is to examine them, and if the disease has covered 
their whole body, he shall pronounce them clean. Since it has all turned 

white, they are clean.  

Lev 13:14  But whenever raw flesh appears on them, they will be unclean.  

Lev 13:15  When the priest sees the raw flesh, he shall pronounce them 
unclean. The raw flesh is unclean; they have a defiling disease.  
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Lev 13:16  If the raw flesh changes and turns white, they must go to the 

priest.  

Lev 13:17  The priest is to examine them, and if the sores have turned 

white, the priest shall pronounce the affected person clean; then they will be 
clean.  

Lev 13:18  "When someone has a boil on their skin and it heals,  

Lev 13:19  and in the place where the boil was, a white swelling or reddish-

white spot appears, they must present themselves to the priest.  

Lev 13:20  The priest is to examine it, and if it appears to be more than skin 

deep and the hair in it has turned white, the priest shall pronounce that 
person unclean. It is a defiling skin disease that has broken out where the 

boil was.  

Lev 13:21  But if, when the priest examines it, there is no white hair in it 

and it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to isolate 
them for seven days.  

Lev 13:22  If it is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce them 

unclean; it is a defiling disease.  

Lev 13:23  But if the spot is unchanged and has not spread, it is only a scar 

from the boil, and the priest shall pronounce them clean.  

Lev 13:24  "When someone has a burn on their skin and a reddish-white or 

white spot appears in the raw flesh of the burn,  

Lev 13:25  the priest is to examine the spot, and if the hair in it has turned 

white, and it appears to be more than skin deep, it is a defiling disease that 
has broken out in the burn. The priest shall pronounce them unclean; it is a 

defiling skin disease.  

Lev 13:26  But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the spot 

and if it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to 
isolate them for seven days.  

Lev 13:27  On the seventh day the priest is to examine that person, and if it 
is spreading in the skin, the priest shall pronounce them unclean; it is a 

defiling skin disease.  

Lev 13:28  If, however, the spot is unchanged and has not spread in the 
skin but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall 

pronounce them clean; it is only a scar from the burn.  

Lev 13:29  "If a man or woman has a sore on their head or chin,  

Lev 13:30  the priest is to examine the sore, and if it appears to be more 
than skin deep and the hair in it is yellow and thin, the priest shall 

pronounce them unclean; it is a defiling skin disease on the head or chin.  
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Lev 13:31  But if, when the priest examines the sore, it does not seem to be 

more than skin deep and there is no black hair in it, then the priest is to 
isolate the affected person for seven days.  

Lev 13:32  On the seventh day the priest is to examine the sore, and if it 
has not spread and there is no yellow hair in it and it does not appear to be 

more than skin deep,  

Lev 13:33  then the man or woman must shave themselves, except for the 

affected area, and the priest is to keep them isolated another seven days.  

Lev 13:34  On the seventh day the priest is to examine the sore, and if it 

has not spread in the skin and appears to be no more than skin deep, the 
priest shall pronounce them clean. They must wash their clothes, and they 

will be clean.  

Lev 13:35  But if the sore does spread in the skin after they are pronounced 

clean,  

Lev 13:36  the priest is to examine them, and if he finds that the sore has 

spread in the skin, he does not need to look for yellow hair; they are 

unclean.  

Lev 13:37  If, however, the sore is unchanged so far as the priest can see, 

and if black hair has grown in it, the affected person is healed. They are 
clean, and the priest shall pronounce them clean.  

Lev 13:38  "When a man or woman has white spots on the skin,  

Lev 13:39  the priest is to examine them, and if the spots are dull white, it is 

a harmless rash that has broken out on the skin; they are clean.  

Lev 13:40  "A man who has lost his hair and is bald is clean.  

Lev 13:41  If he has lost his hair from the front of his scalp and has a bald 
forehead, he is clean.  

Lev 13:42  But if he has a reddish-white sore on his bald head or forehead, 
it is a defiling disease breaking out on his head or forehead.  

Lev 13:43  The priest is to examine him, and if the swollen sore on his head 
or forehead is reddish-white like a defiling skin disease,  

Lev 13:44  the man is diseased and is unclean. The priest shall pronounce 

him unclean because of the sore on his head.  

Lev 13:45  "Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn clothes, let 

their hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of their face and cry out, 
'Unclean! Unclean!'  

Lev 13:46  As long as they have the disease they remain unclean. They 
must live alone; they must live outside the camp.  

Lev 13:47  "As for any fabric that is spoiled with a defiling mold--any woolen 
or linen clothing,  
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Lev 13:48  any woven or knitted material of linen or wool, any leather or 

anything made of leather--  

Lev 13:49  if the affected area in the fabric, the leather, the woven or 

knitted material, or any leather article, is greenish or reddish, it is a defiling 
mold and must be shown to the priest.  

Lev 13:50  The priest is to examine the affected area and isolate the article 
for seven days.  

Lev 13:51  On the seventh day he is to examine it, and if the mold has 
spread in the fabric, the woven or knitted material, or the leather, whatever 

its use, it is a persistent defiling mold; the article is unclean.  

Lev 13:52  He must burn the fabric, the woven or knitted material of wool or 

linen, or any leather article that has been spoiled; because the defiling mold 
is persistent, the article must be burned.  

Lev 13:53  "But if, when the priest examines it, the mold has not spread in 
the fabric, the woven or knitted material, or the leather article,  

Lev 13:54  he shall order that the spoiled article be washed. Then he is to 

isolate it for another seven days.  

Lev 13:55  After the article has been washed, the priest is to examine it 

again, and if the mold has not changed its appearance, even though it has 
not spread, it is unclean. Burn it, no matter which side of the fabric has been 

spoiled.  

Lev 13:56  If, when the priest examines it, the mold has faded after the 

article has been washed, he is to tear the spoiled part out of the fabric, the 
leather, or the woven or knitted material.  

Lev 13:57  But if it reappears in the fabric, in the woven or knitted material, 
or in the leather article, it is a spreading mold; whatever has the mold must 

be burned.  

Lev 13:58  Any fabric, woven or knitted material, or any leather article that 

has been washed and is rid of the mold, must be washed again. Then it will 
be clean."  

Lev 13:59  These are the regulations concerning defiling molds in woolen or linen 

clothing, woven or knitted material, or any leather article, for pronouncing them 

clean or unclean. 

The point of Leviticus 13 is to establish detailed health and ritual guidelines for 

identifying contagious skin diseases (often translated as "leprosy" or Hansen's 

disease) and contaminated materials. It instructs Hebrew priests to act as public 

health inspectors to prevent disease spread, manage community quarantine, and 

symbolize the incompatibility of decay with God’s holiness.  
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Public Health and Quarantine 

 Infection control: The chapter outlines strict criteria for diagnosing skin 

abnormalities, boils, and swelling. 

 Quarantine protocols: By isolating people with suspected outbreaks for 

observation periods of 7 to 14 days, the laws instituted an early form of 

public health quarantine to protect the wider camp. 

 Safety first: Examinations erred on the side of caution for community well-

being over individual convenience. 

Ritual Purity vs. Sin 

 Not moral failure: Being declared "unclean" (tamei) meant a person was 

physically or ritually sick, not necessarily that they had committed a specific 

moral sin.  

 Social separation: Those confirmed with the disease lived outside the camp 

to keep public spaces safe, calling out "unclean" to warn others.  

 Contaminated objects: The final section applies similar inspection rules to 

fabrics, leather, and mold/mildew to ensure the living spaces of the 

community remained sanitary.  

Theological Symbolism 

 God's holiness: Disease, rot, and death represented the brokenness of a 

fallen world, which stood in direct contrast to the holy presence of God in the 

Israelite camp. 

Rom 8:20  For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but 

by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  

Rom 8:21  that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 

brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

2Co 4:16  Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 

Gen 3:19  By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 

ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." 
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 The New Testament contrast: While the law required distance from the 

sick, the Gospels note that figures like Jesus actively touched and healed 

those afflicted, bridging the gap between uncleanness and restoration.  

Mat 8:1  When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds 
followed him.  

Mat 8:2  A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if 
you are willing, you can make me clean."  

Mat 8:3  Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he 
said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy.  

Mat 8:4  Then Jesus said to him, "See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show 

yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to 

them." 

Leviticus 13 relates to Jesus and the New Testament by using the laws of skin disease and 

ceremonial uncleanness as a physical picture of human sin and our absolute need for spiritual 

healing by Christ.  

In the Old Testament, a skin disease (often translated as leprosy) made a person "unclean," 

forcing them to live isolated outside the camp and cry out "unclean, unclean". The New 

Testament shows how Jesus fulfills and reverses this condition.  

A Picture of Sin 

 Separation from God: Just as skin disease separated an Israelite from the tabernacle 

and the community, sin separates all people from a holy God.  

Isa 59:1  Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull 

to hear.  

Isa 59:2  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have 

hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear. 

 The Burden of Shame: The person with the disease wore torn clothes and covered their 

face in mourning, mirroring the inner shame and decay caused by human sin.  

Eze 7:4  I will not look on you with pity; I will not spare you. I will surely repay you 

for your conduct and for the detestable practices among you. "'Then you will know 

that I am the LORD.' 

Eze 7:16  The fugitives who escape will flee to the mountains. Like doves of 

the valleys, they will all moan, each for their own sins.  
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Eze 7:17  Every hand will go limp; every leg will be wet with urine.  

Eze 7:18  They will put on sackcloth and be clothed with terror. Every face will be 

covered with shame, and every head will be shaved. 

 Inability to Heal: Leviticus 13 gave priests the duty to diagnose the disease, but the 

religious law had no power to cure it.  

Lev 13:2  "When anyone has a swelling or a rash or a shiny spot on their 

skin that may be a defiling skin disease, they must be brought to Aaron the 
priest or to one of his sons who is a priest.  

Lev 13:3  The priest is to examine the sore on the skin, and if the hair in the 
sore has turned white and the sore appears to be more than skin deep, it is 

a defiling skin disease. When the priest examines that person, he shall 
pronounce them ceremonially unclean.  

 

The Role of Jesus as Healer 

 Jesus Touches the Untouchable: Under the law, touching an unclean person made you 

unclean. When Jesus met people with skin diseases in the Gospels, He broke the rule by 

touching them.  

Mat 8:3  Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. 

"Be clean!" Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. 

 Purity Transferred: Instead of Jesus catching the man's uncleanness, Jesus' purity 

transferred to the sick man. His touch brought immediate healing and clean restoration.  

 Sent Back to the Priest: After healing a leper, Jesus told them to go show themselves to 

the priest and offer the cleansing gift commanded by Moses, acting as a testimony that 

God's true healing had arrived.  

Suffering Outside the Camp 

 Reconciliation: Leviticus forced the unclean to live alone outside the camp. 

Lev 13:45  "Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn clothes, let 

their hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of their face and cry out, 
'Unclean! Unclean!'  
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Lev 13:46  As long as they have the disease they remain unclean. They must live 

alone; they must live outside the camp. 

 The New Testament Fulfillment: Hebrews 13:12 explains that Jesus also suffered 

outside the city gate to make people holy through His own blood. He goes into our 

isolation and brings us back into fellowship with God. 

Heb 13:12  And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the 

people holy through his own blood.  

Heb 13:13  Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 
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