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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

Dfecakzi s

GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE
PRELUDE “Brother James’s Air” Searle Wright
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts
through faith.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “You Servants of God” ELW 825
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you always.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
LUTHERAN MEN SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21

>0 LoRD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my
Persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account | suffer insult.
®Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of
my heart; for | am called by your name, O LorD, God of hosts. '’I did not sit in the company of
merrymakers, nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your hand | sat alone, for you had filled me
with indignation. "®Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly,
you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. "®Therefore thus says the LoRD: If you
turn back, | will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and
not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who
will turn to them. 2°And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight
against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you,
says the LorD. 'l will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp
of the ruthless.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21

%Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; '°love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. "'Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the
Lord. "?Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. *Contribute to the needs of
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. "*Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse them. "°Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. ®Live in harmony with
one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you
are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. '8f it
is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. '“Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God,; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will
repay, says the Lord.” ?°No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” >'Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 16:21-28

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

ZIFrom that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. ??And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to
you.” #But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to
me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

#Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. ®For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2For what will it profit them if they
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

#“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

(We Stand)

Paul Austin

Tom Ramsey



HYMN OF THE DAY "Rise Up, O Men of God!” SBH 541
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3 Rise up, O men of God!
The Church for you doth wait,

Her strength unequal to her task;
Rise up and make her great!

4 Lift high the Cross of Christ!

Tread where his feet have trod;

As brothers of the Son of Man,
Rise up, O men of God!



THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

[=]
Voluntary “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” Moses Hogan
He’s got the whole world in his hands. He’s got all the power in his hands.

He’s got you and me, brother, in his hands. He’s got you and me, sister, in his hands.

He's got the little baby in his hands. He’s got the whole world in his hands.

He’s got mother and father in his hands. He’s got the stars and the moon right in his hands.
He’s got everybody in his hands. He’s got the whole world in his hands.

(We Stand)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI
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RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “His Eye is on the Sparrow” Charles H. Gabriel

Why should | feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come?
Why should my heart be lonely and long for heaven’s home?
When Jesus is my portion, my constant friend is he:
his eye is on the sparrow, so | know he watches me.
Whenever | am tempted, whenever clouds arise,
when songs give way to sighing, and when hope within me dies,
| draw closer to him; from care he sets me free:
his eye is on the sparrow, and | know he watches me.
| sing because I'm happy, | sing because I'm free;

His eye is on the sparrow, so | know he watches me.

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” LBW 389

(We Stand)
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BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this
day and forevermore.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN “The Lutheran Men in Mission” Dan Sandel
(to the tune of “Lead On, O King Eternal!)

The Lutheran Men in Mission, we hear His call to serve.
And by His grace we render, to stretch forth every nerve.
His mighty hand upon us, His pow'r invades the call.
Our witness for the Master, to revel in His cause.

To offer gifts He gave us, to strive to serve aright.
His love propels us onward, we glory in His might.
So let us bow before Him, in humble stance we show,
Our love for fellow Christians, extol his work below.

To lift our hearts in glory, to honor and proclaim.
And place our alms before Him, to magnify His name.
Then let us rise in mission, we hear His call to serve.

And by His grace we render, to stretch forth every nerve.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Tuba Tune in D Major” C.S. Lang
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in memory of Fred Douglas by Cynthia
and family.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Jim Nantz, Daryl Hooker, Rick Loging, and Bill Dumont;
(11:00) Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Roy Windham,
and George Mathias
Cantor: Shawn Lackey
Soloist: Tina Stallard
Organist: Frances Webb
Greeters: (8:30) Pat Caughman; (11:00) Benjie Rhoad
Readers: (8:30) Ryan McCall; (11:00) Ron Redd
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Ed Smith; (11:00) Ed Smith
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Ed Smith [C] Connor Geary [BB] Bill Galardi;
(11:00) [A] Ed Smith [C] Roy Welch [BB] Bill Galardi

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Summer Sunday School Information:
Locations for Adult Classes

Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)

Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)

If you are interested in beginning
a new Sunday School class
please contact Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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