4) What does Peter call followers of Christ to do and to not do, because of their status as aliens and strangers in this world (vs.11-12)?  Share some positive applications of what it means to “Be careful how you live among unbelieving neighbors” (v.12, NLT).  What are some practical ways to stay away from sin? (See “13 Tactical Steps to Take in Your Battle Against Sin” by John Piper.)


5) How do most people respond to unfairness in life?  Peter provides an alternative – submission (a willing effort to bring one’s personal preferences and desires under an accepted authority).  According to vs.13-14, how are we to respond to civil authorities?  Why (see vs.15-17)?  According to v.18, how are we to respond to employers?  Why (see vs.19-20)?  In Peter’s day, persecution and slavery made submission to authority difficult.  What conditions make submission difficult today?… for you?


[bookmark: _GoBack]6) In vs. 21-25, review, discuss and apply the example of Jesus, our Shepherd (who He is, vs. 21-22; what He did, vs. 23-24a; why He did it, vs. 24b-25).


7) In light of vs. 21-25 and Matthew 26:36-45, how is Jesus our ultimate example and role model of submission?  How can Jesus’ example help you experience hope beyond unfairness?  What steps can you take to stay close to Christ?


8) In this passage, God calls us to have willing and submissive attitudes and actions toward our government and our employer.  What could happen in these areas of life if we became submissive and said, “Let’s do it your way this time”?  How can we apply this principle of submission to a current situation in our lives?  What impact would this have upon our “unbelieving neighbors” (v.12, NLT)?  

What is the main thing God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.

Primary message sources and recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); The Communicator’s Commentary (1 Peter) by Paul Cedar.







Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, August 23
9am – Adult Sunday School Class – “Essentials for Christian Living” 
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.


TODAY’S MESSAGE, AUGUST 23, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond Unfairness”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

We experience hope beyond unfairness when we:

1._____________________________________________________

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (1 Peter 2:11-12, NIV)







2._____________________________________________________


submit (hupotasso) = __________________________________________
____________________________________________________________


13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:13-17, NIV)

18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God.  20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  (1 Peter 2:18-20, NIV)



3._____________________________________________________
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

22 “He committed no sin,
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. (1 Peter 2:21-25, NIV)









____________________________________________________________
 
My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) Think of a Christian you admire.  In what ways does that person follow the example of Christ?  How has that person responded to unfairness?  


2) Read 1 Peter 2:11-25, noting the references to “submission”.  


3) Verse 11 repeats a familiar theme in 1 Peter – that Christians are foreigners and aliens in this world.  Why were these terms so appropriate for first-century followers of Jesus?  How do these terms apply to your life as you follow Christ today?  
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