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A mom told a story about when her twin sons were 6 years old. In Sunday school they were challenged by their teacher to go out and share the gospel. To tell someone the truths about Jesus, His life, death and resurrection. 
· Well, one of the boys decided to preach the gospel to his four-year-old sister.
· So, one afternoon he made her sit down in a chair in the living room and said, “Now I want you to listen to me.”
The six-year-old boy began to relay to his sister all the gospel truth. He told her of Christ’s death (how Jesus died on the cross for our sins), burial and resurrection. 
· And the little girl sat there, believe it or not, just listening to her brother. 
· The mother, who was watching and listening from the kitchen, could not believe her little 4-year-old was actually sitting still and letting her brother preach to her. 
Finally, the little boy finished his sermon and walked away triumphantly. 
· His sister sat for a few moments and then, hollered after her brother, “I already knew all that.”

PAUSE
Today, we continue our study of the book of James.
· Last week, we looked at the climatic moment of this letter.
· In the first 10 verses of chapter 4, James puts his finger directly on the root cause of all the divisions, the growing war of words, selfishness, and the downright devilish behavior — the root cause of it all was a halfhearted approach to faith in Christ.
· James’ readers wanted to do the will of God, but on their own terms.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  J. Michael Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition (Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 1997), 146.] 

· They wanted the blessings of God on Sunday, but also, they wanted the pleasures and values of the world the rest of the week.
· Which James tells us will not work! God will not be partner to halfhearted arrangements.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 146.] 


But James doesn’t leave us in despair, he goes on to tell of God’s abundant provision for our heart problem — and that’s His grace.
· The good news of the gospel, the cross, the resurrection, and the gift of the HS is that God has committed himself to solving the problem of the human heart.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition,149.] 

· And through faith in Christ as our Savior and Lord, we can experience God’s abundant grace.
· We need God’s grace and His grace is sufficient![footnoteRef:4] [4:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 149–150.] 


PAUSE
But church I think James recognized that many of us are more like that 4-year-old girl than we care to admit. 
We hear the gospel message today, that while we were still in our sins Christ died on the cross for us. Jesus did not come just to teach us about the cross — He came to be nailed to it.[footnoteRef:5] And we hear that Jesus was buried and that three days later He rose from the grave. [5:  Oden, 401.] 

· And though we may be more polite than that 4-year-old girl, our tendency is to say, “I already knew all that! And I’ve already done the whole repentance thing, I prayed a prayer when I was young, went to VBS, I grew up in church, I do churchy things.”
· Without any real examination of our hearts we holler out, “I already knew all that.”

But James isn’t into shallow responses and in our text today, he’s going to push us to do some honest examination. 
· To truly consider our commitment to the will of God because basic to a relationship with Jesus is a commitment to doing His will.

In Mark 3, Jesus said to the crowd…
Mark 3:33-35 NLT … “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” 34 Then he looked at those around him and said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers. 35 Anyone who does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”
· Jesus’ life and mission revolved around the will of God and here he tells us that one of the defining characteristics of His disciples is a desire and commitment to do God’s will.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to Mark, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: Eerdmans; Apollos, 2002), 125.] 

· Disciples are those who sit at Jesus’ feet and do God’s will.

So, James is going to ask us to look in the mirror and be honest about our desire and commitment to doing the Lord’s will.
Let’s pick up where we left off last week…
James 4:11-17 NLT Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor? 13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.

In this text, James points out three attitudes, or outlooks, toward the will of God. Two are postures that we need to guard against while the last, is the attitude that every Christian ought to cultivate.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 370–371.] 


The first outlook of which James warns is the foolish attitude…
I. Ignoring God’s will.
Living as if God does not exist. 
· It’s not that we’re intentionally hostile towards God, He’s just not on our radar. He doesn’t occupy any significant real estate in our thinking, planning, and living.

In verse 13, James basically says, “I want you to listen and listen good, because I don’t want to have to say this twice!”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 169.] 

· And he directs his attack “to those who are saying…” 
· Now you may not care about Greek grammar, but it’s worth noting that James is using the present tense here.
· In other words, verse 13 could be rendered, “To those of you who are saying, to those of you who consistently speak this way, to those of you who’ve made a habit of saying, ‘I’m going to do this, and this, and this — James says — You may claim to love the Lord, but you consistently live your life as if God does not exist. God is not a factor in your thinking. He’s always on the back burner.”

And the real issue with these “businessmen” isn’t in what James says.
James isn’t rebuking them for their plans or even for their desire to make a profit. 
· The Bible encourages us to prepare carefully for the future.
· Proverbs 12:5 NLT The plans of the godly are just; the advice of the wicked is treacherous.
· Proverbs 14:15 NLT Only simpletons believe everything they’re told! The prudent carefully consider their steps.
· Proverbs 21:5 NLT Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.
· So, there’s nothing wrong with planning. 

The issue in what James does not say.
In their planning, there’s no mention of God.

He’s moved to the margins where He’s no longer a factor anymore. 
· It’s what one pastor termed practical atheism.
· We pay God lip service, we do our weekly “nod” in worship, but out in the “real world” we really don’t need Him. And quite frankly, many of us would prefer that He just stay out of our way. 
· We call on Him in times of trouble, grief, and special need, but otherwise we are doing quite nicely, thank you.

It’s basically the attitude we see in verses 11 and 12 of exalting ourselves above the law of God.
· Saying in effect, “I’m going to abide by my law, not God’s law. I’ll do what I want.”

But church, pushing God to the margins is foolish because…
a. Life is uncertain, fragile.

In verse 14, James is drawing upon…
Proverbs 27:1 NLT Don’t brag about tomorrow, since you don’t know what the day will bring.
· The businesspeople in James’ illustration were making grandiose plans but church, the truth is none of us know what tomorrow holds.
· We go about our daily lives as if we’re guaranteed tomorrow, but none of us know what tomorrow will bring.
· We’ve been duped by our own egos.

But not only is life uncertain…
b. Life is short.
In the second half of verse 14 James says…
James 4:14b NLT …Your life is like the morning fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone.

Katie’s tea kettle.
· Instead of being made of the kind of stuff that can rightly make grand plans for the future, James declares that human life is mist—literally, “vapor.” The Greek word is atmis, from which we get our word atmosphere. 

To us, life seems long but in comparison to eternity, it’s but a vapor.
· James borrowed this figure from the Book of Job where we find many reminders of the brevity of life.
Job 7:6 NLT My days fly faster than a weaver’s shuttle…
Job 7:9 NLT Just as a cloud dissipates and vanishes, those who die will not come back.
Job 8:9 NLT … Our days on earth are as fleeting as a shadow. 
Job 9:25-26 NLT My life passes more swiftly than a runner. It flees away without a glimpse of happiness. 26 It disappears like a swift papyrus boat, like an eagle swooping down on its prey.
Job 14:1–2 NLT How frail is humanity! How short is life, how full of trouble! 2 We blossom like a flower and then wither. Like a passing shadow, we quickly disappear.

Life is too short; eternity is too long.
Here again, James reminds us that we’re not in control like we think we are. 
· We appear for a little while, then disappear.
· This is the reality of the human condition.
· Aren’t you glad you came to church today?

But church, the transitory nature of life is what makes our need of God, “who does not change like shifting shadows” (Jas. 1:17), so great and so desperate. 
· Every day, we’re bombarded with messages that tell us that life has nothing whatsoever to do with God.
· We’re sold millions of dollars’ worth of stuff every year aimed at helping us deny the essential mortality of our lives.
· But the course of real wisdom is humbly living life in terms of God’s will.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 170–171.] 


QUESTION: Could James be talking to us here? Maybe we aren’t hostile or antagonistic towards God, but could it be possible that God really isn’t on our radar or agenda?

Another wrong attitude toward God’s will is that of…
II. Disobeying/denying God’s will.

Look at…
James 4:16-17 NLT Otherwise you are boasting about your own pretentious plans, and all such boasting is evil. 17 Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.

The people James describes here know the will of God but choose to disobey it. 
· They know that their lives are not going to last forever. 
· They know that eternity awaits. 
· They know full well—as James has reminded them—that friendship with the world is enmity with God.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 172.] 

· But at the end of the day, they don’t think God’s ‘will’ is as important as their own.

PAUSE
And my guess is that we rarely if ever use the label that James uses here.
· We don’t call it disobeying God’s will; we have much tamer sounding explanations.
· We say things like…
· “Well, I would do what God wants me to do but I’m just not capable, I’m not equipped.”
· That almost sounds humble. But it’s actually just an uptown way of saying, “God, I’m afraid of what you’re calling me to do, so I’d rather do things my way.”
· “The timing just isn’t right for me to take that step of faith. I’m just too busy. I just can’t change my schedule right now. Down the road, things will be different.”
· Bologna! These are just polite ways of saying, “God, I don’t want to prioritize your will right now, I’d rather prioritize work, family, hobbies, school, extra curriculars, or temporal things that have no eternal value.”
· “I need more signs, more certainty that this is what God wants me to do.”
· This sound sincere when we say it to ourselves, but often, it’s just a disguise for doubt. A way to delay doing what we don’t want to do.
· “Surely, God did mean this. I’m not sure our culture is the same as it was during the day of the Bible.”
· Hogwash! These are just politically correct ways of saying, “God, I don’t want to follow your will, I don’t want to pick up my cross, I don’t want to repent, I don’t want to change, I don’t want to deny myself anything — so, I’m going to reinterpret your commands and your word to better align with my desires and will.”

Church, we’ve come up with all sorts of ways to reframe what James describes as disobeying the will of God, but they’re nothing more than clever sounding excuses.
Why do we do this? Why do we choose to deliberately disobey the will of God? 
· James has already mentioned one reason: pride. 
· We like to boast that we’re the “master of our own fate, the captain of our own soul.” 
· Actor Leonardo DiCaprio once said in an interview, “As soon as enough people give you enough compliments and you’re wielding more power than you’ve ever had in your life, it’s not that you become … arrogant … or become rude to people, but you get a false sense of your own importance and what you’ve accomplished. You actually think you’ve altered the course of history.”
· We choose to deliberately disobey God’s will because of our pride.
· Another reason is maybe confusion about the nature of God’s will. 
· We act as though the will of God is something we can accept or reject. 
· A.W. Tozer wrote, “I must be frank in my feeling that a notable heresy has come into being throughout our evangelical Christian circles—the widely accepted concept that we humans can choose to accept Christ only because we need Him as Savior, and we have the right to postpone our obedience to Him as Lord as long as we want to!”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  A. W. Tozer, Discipleship: What It Truly Means to Be a Christian--Collected Insights from A. W. Tozer (Chicago, IL: Wingspread, 2018), 61.] 

· But the will of God is not an option on a buffet; it is an obligation.
· Because He is the Creator and we are the creatures, we must obey Him. 
· Because we have come to Him as our Savior and Lord, we must obey Him.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 372.] 


Church, the devil wants us to believe that following the will of God is a formula for misery. 
But the opposite is true! It’s disobeying the Lord’s will that leads to misery.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 372.] 

· Jonah is a prime example. 
· Remember him? He knew God’s will. God made it very plain: “Go to Nineveh and preach.” But he turned around and went the opposite direction, and his life was miserable outside the will of God.

But disobeying the will of God is not only miserable and foolish — James says it’s evil.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 172.] 

· To live as if God does not matter is evil. He offers no qualification of the word: he merely says evil, the word which other Scriptures use of the devil.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  J. A. Motyer, The Message of James: The Tests of Faith, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1985), 162.] 

· Knowing the good we ought to do and yet resisting doing it is the height of presumption.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 172–173.] 


PAUSE
In Luke 12, Jesus told a parable about servants. He said…
Luke 12:42-47 NLT A faithful, sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the responsibility of managing his other household servants and feeding them. 43 If the master returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward. 44 I tell you the truth, the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns. 45 But what if the servant thinks, ‘My master won’t be back for a while,’ and he begins beating the other servants, partying, and getting drunk? 46 The master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he will cut the servant in pieces and banish him with the unfaithful. 47 “And a servant who knows what the master wants, but isn’t prepared and doesn’t carry out those instructions, will be severely punished.

Fake discipleship—or discipleship without dedication to Jesus—does not fool the Lord…[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Trent C. Butler, Luke, vol. 3, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 207–208.] 

· We may fool ourselves, but we can’t fool the Lord.

PAUSE
QUESTION: Could James be talking to us here? Maybe we aren’t hostile or antagonistic towards God, but could it be possible that at the end of the day, we consistently elevate our own will above God’s.

The foolishness of these two attitudes leads James to counsel another way of approaching life, the correct outlook towards the will of God that we should all long to cultivate and that’s…
III. Obeying God’s will.

James 4:15 NLT What you ought to say is, “If the Lord wants us to, we will live and do this or that.”

James says, “instead of ignoring God or flat out disobeying Him, what you ought to be saying,” – again, it’s present tense – “what you ought to be saying, ‘If the Lord wills’ or, ‘If it is the desire of the Lord…” 
· And James is not encouraging some kind of meaningless formula here…
· Salsa’s

James is encouraging a sincere reliance upon God in all things.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Douglas J. Moo, James: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 16, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1985), 162.] 

· He’s encouraging us to put God at the center in all things.
· That’s it. That’s the simple message here.
· We don’t move God to the margins; we enthrone Him at the center and build our lives around Him. 
· We don’t operate solely from the vantage point of human history and time — we operate from the vantage point of eternity, putting God at the center of our lives.

And maybe you would say, “Well, how can we even know God’s will? Can we know God’s will?” Sure, we can.

In 1 Timothy 2:4, as Paul gives instructions for worship, he tells Timothy to pray for all people for… 
1 Timothy 2:3-4 NLT This is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.
God’s will is that all would be saved.
· God’s will is that we give our lives to Jesus Christ. 
· God’s will is that we embrace Christ as the Son of God, the one who died and rose again for our justification. That is God’s will.
· So, are we living in God’s will? Have you come to Christ as Savior and Lord? 

Then in… 
Ephesians 5:16-17 NLT Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. 17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do. 18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit,
God’s will is that we be saved and filled with the HS. 
· Every believer is to be filled with the HS. 
· The verb form here is a direct command and it’s a continuous action to seek. 
· Being filled with the HS is not some end-all experience but an everyday affair. 
· Instead of being under the influence of alcohol (or anything else), we yield to the Spirit’s power in our life; that is God’s will. 
· So, are we living in God’s will? Are we living Spirit-filled, Spirit-directed, Spirit-led lives?

Thirdly, in…
1 Thessalonians 4:3 ESV For this is the will of God, your sanctification…
God’s will is for us to be saved, to be filled with the Spirit, and to be sanctified, to be holy, set apart, consecrated unto him.
· In particular, Paul addresses sexual sin here. It is God’s will that we avoid sexual immorality (1 Thes. 4:3).[footnoteRef:19]  [19:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 372.] 

· Which includes homosexuality, but it also includes any sexual expression outside the marriage covenant between one man and one woman. Anything outside of God’s design forfeits his blessing. Paul addresses sexual sin and then issues a call for holiness.
· Peter said in 1 Peter 1:16, we are to be holy because God is holy.
· So, are we living in God’s will? Are we growing in holiness and purity, are we letting the Word of God shape how we live and think and act and react?

Fourthly, we could add…
Matthew 28:18-20 NLT Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,[b] baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
God’s will is for us to be saved, to be filled with the Spirit, to walk in holiness, and to take the good news to the ends of the earth.
· If we are in Christ, then we’ve been commissioned to go forth and share the good news and make disciples.
· So, are we living in God’s will? Are we committed to the GC?

PAUSE
Henry Ward Beecher, great 19th-century preacher once said, “Imagine if a man building a house decided to build it by his own plan rather than the plan of the architect. The result would be absolute chaos. So, it is in building a life. God is the architect, and we are absolute fools if we decide to build it any way our whims dictate.”

PAUSE
Church, if we want to develop the correct attitude towards God’s will, the attitude of obedience, then we must commit to seeing God build our lives the way He wants to build them.
· And that doesn’t mean that we’re perfect or that we earn God’s grace by our works. 
· It was Warren Wiersbe who said, “The believer’s relationship to the will of God is a growing experience.”[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 373.] 

· And if the HS has convicted us this morning where we’ve ignored or disobeyed God’s will, we can confess our sins to Him, repent, and receive His forgiveness (1 John 1:9). 
· The important thing is, a heart that loves God and wants sincerely to do His will and glorify His name.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 374.] 


PAUSE
Which of these three attitudes do we have toward the will of God? 
· Do we ignore God’s will as we make our daily plans and decisions? 
· Or do you know God’s will and yet refuse to obey it? 
· Both these attitudes are wrong and can only bring sorrow and ruin to the life of the person who holds them.
· But the Christian who knows, loves, and obeys the will of God will enjoy God’s blessing. Their life may not be easier, but it will be holier and happier. And as David put it, the will of God will be the joy and delight of their heart.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 374.] 
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