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1 John 2:24-27
Teaching Sheet for 8/23/26
Around 315AD, a priest named Arius began to teach that Jesus, the Son of God, was created by God.  Arianism threatens the unity of the Trinity: if Jesus was created, He can’t be divine.  

The Message: Promise of Eternal Life v. 24-25
What is Orthodoxy?  https://www.gotquestions.org/orthodoxy-orthodox.html
One of the Orthodox beliefs we hold in the Church is that when you are Born Again, you receive the gift of Eternal Life.  This promise is an essential characteristic of the writings of the Apostle John: John 3:16, John 5:24, John 6:40, John 10:27–28, John 11:25–26, 1 John 5:11–12.  To hear the God-Man, Jesus, promise this Eternal Life over and over must have given those first Jesus Followers hope.  That hope is for the present and the future.

We all agree that’s the destination if you are a Jesus Follower.  Right?  Here is how we can be enjoying Eternal Life right now:
· Your relationship with God matters EVERY DAY!  Eternal life is knowing God, not merely knowing about God. Jesus describes His people as those who hear His voice, are known by Him, and follow Him (John 10:27–28).  Talk to God and listen for His words back to you.  Stay in His Word, the Bible.  Remember, on one level, the Bible is God’s love letter to every human being.

· STOP living like the person you used to be!  We have a sweet promise from God: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Eternal life means that the life of the coming kingdom has already begun in you.

· Every Jesus Follower can walk in FREEDOM!  We have been given the Fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  (Galatians 5:22–23)  They are already in you and waiting to be let out.  Paul also gives us this direction in Galatians 5: “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25).
· LOVE God & LOVE people!  This is the core of Holiness.  Can you imagine the love you will experience in heaven?  Part of the reason we are placed within the local congregation is to practice loving while on earth.  I have told you before, you don’t have to go any further than your own church to find folks that are hard to love
If you are interested in learning how to listen to God, I want to start a new group in September.  Get in touch with PJ.

Are You Ready?, v. 26-27
Arianism led many to question the Trinity.  That is why the Nicene Creed gets so specific:
“We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;”

Who holds to Arianism today? Two example: Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses
We also see this belief in Arianism out in our culture that is based more on Secular Humanism than Christianity.  There is no place in Secular Humanism for a God-Man, Jesus.  So, my job is the same as John’s was – to warn the people about lies and encourage them to hold on to the orthodoxy we have been given.  Your job?  Know the Word and trust the Holy Spirit's leading.  Amen.

HOMEWORK:	  
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  If you have been taught the wrong thing, you will believe it is the truth.  We need to know God’s Word as the measure of truth.  How well do you know the Bible?  Do you need to change that?  If so, reach out to PJ for help.
2 – If you are a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), what does that look like?  Would it mean you are not like the folks in the world who are not Jesus Followers?  
3 –August 30: 1 John 2:28-29 “No Shame”
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