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That’s My King, Part 7: A Prophecy of the King, Matthew 4: 12-17

INTRODUCTION:  Matthew chapter 4: 12-17 continues after Jesus was tempted in the wilderness.  After hearing that John had been put in prison (and there’s a time gap between verses 12 and 13) Jesus came into the region of Zebulun and Naphtali—places Isaiah had specifically identified centuries earlier—and suddenly the prophecy began to unfold:
“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.”  And what did Jesus do?  He called them out of it.  Jesus' first recorded message in Matthew is:  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  And that's what we're going to see this morning: the King came exactly where God said He would come, He brought the light that God promised, and He proclaimed the message God required.

1.  THE PRECISE LOCATIONS
“Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali,”
											Matthew 4: 12-13
· Spirit Empowered (Placed) – Luke 4:14
· Special Epicenter  – Luke 10: 13-15
· Significant Events – John 3:22

2. THE POWERFUL LIGHT
“’The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.’”
                 										Matthew 4:16
· Vision and Devotion  – John 8:12, 1 John 1: 5-7
· Victory over Death – Hebrews 2: 14-15

3.  THE PROCLAMATION OF THE LORD
“From that time Jesus began to preach and to say,  ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven [a]is at hand.’”																									Matthew 4:17
· The Call to Repentance – Ezekiel 18: 30-32
· The Closeness of God’s Rule  – Isaiah 55:6-7

CONCLUSION
Matthew has taken us through three movements this morning.  The King came to the right place.
He brought the powerful Light.  And He proclaimed His required message.  And the message was:  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Israel had the promises and prophecies of God. But spiritually, they were sitting in darkness.  And then something happened.  Light came, and the challenge was given: Repent!
So here's the question Matthew puts before every one of us:  What are we going to do with the Light?
We can remain in the darkness or we can step into the Light and follow the King.  And for those of us who have already trusted Christ, then perhaps our prayer today should simply be:
“Lord, shine Your light into every corner of my life. Show me anything that needs to change, and give me the courage to repent and follow You.  Because You’re My King!

