St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, August 23, 2026
13th Sunday after Pentecost

A

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock
from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the
rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s
mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this
world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build
up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship
through word and deed.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The August Noisy Offering collection will go to St. Mark’s playground fund.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,F* one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 652, vs 1 & 2

Built on a Rock 2 Surely, in temples made with hands
God the Most High is not dwelling—
1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, high in the heav'ns his temple stands,
even when steeples are falling; all earthly temples excelling.
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, Yet God who dwells in heav'n above
bells still are chiming and calling— deigns to abide with us in love,
calling the young and old to rest, making our bodies his temple.
calling the souls of those distressed,
Ionging for life everlasti ng. Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-

1937, adapt.Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin.
Augsburg Fortress.

Greeting page 98
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg.98

CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 101

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God,

with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so
now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never
end.

" Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.

Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.



’ Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
’ For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

* Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
> | will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
° Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 138
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)

"I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods | will sing your praise.
*1 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of



your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
*When | called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
* All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
> They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
°The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand
shall save me.
® You will make good your purpose for me;
O LoRD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of
your hands.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-
pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we
live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers
different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to
build up the body of Christ.

" | appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed
by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect.

’ For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. “ For as in one body
we have many members and not all the members have the same function, ° so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one
of another. ° We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy,
in proportion to faith; " ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ® the en-



courager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation pg. 102
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 16th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the
Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a
church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

" Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disci-
ples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” ** And they said, “Some say
John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the proph-
ets.” " He said to them, “But who do you say
that | am?” '° Simon Peter answered, “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
" And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you but my Father in
heaven. '* And | tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. |
will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” “ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to
tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 654

The Church's One Foundation

1 The church's one foundation

is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

she is his new creation

by water and the word.

From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;

with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

Elect from ev'ry nation,

yet one o'er all the earth,

her charter of salvation

one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,

and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.

yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up: "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

Through toil and tribulation
and tumult of her war,

she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;

till with the vision glorious

her longing eyes are blest,

and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.

Yet she on earth has union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!

Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us,
may see you face to face.

3 Though with a scornful wonder
this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder,

by heresies distressed, Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen
and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly pro-
claim your word of life to all the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilder-
ness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise
stewards of all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experi-
encing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster (especially). Guide the work of
relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all
who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness,
that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day
(especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and
talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may
be united as the body of Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in
the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your
eternal banquet. Merciful God,



receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE p. 105
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.

The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING
OFFERTORY ELW 182

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 108
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 112




COMMUNION HYMN ELW 623

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 3 Nothingin my hand | bring;

simply to thy cross | cling.

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Naked, come to thee for dress;
let me hide myself in thee; helpless, look to thee for grace;
let the water and the blood, foul, | to the fountain fly;
from thy riven side which flowed, wash me, Savior, or | die.
be of sin the double cure;
cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 4 While | draw this fleeting breath,

when mine eyelids close in death,

2 Not the labors of my hands when | soar to worlds unknown,
can fulfill thy law's demands; see thee on thy judgment throne,
could my zeal no respite know, Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
could my tears forever flow, let me hide myself in thee.
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone. Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.



BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 576

We All Are One in Mission with God's surprising grace,
so ev'ry folk and nation
1 We all are one in mission; may feel God's warm embrace.
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united 3 Now let us be united,
by Christ, the Lord of all. and let our song be heard.
A single great commission Now let us be a vessel
compels us from above for God's redeeming Word.
to plan and work together We all are one in mission;
that all may know Christ's love. we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
2 We all are called for service, by Christ, the Lord of all.
to witness in God's name.
Our ministries are diff'rent; Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

our purpose Is the same: All rights reserved. Used by permission.

to touch the lives of others

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:

Clarence Linsey,

The people of St. Mark’s,
Lucas Niccoli,

Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Mike Rex, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Rhonda Bernie, cousin of Linda Cagle,

Shane & family, friends of Joe & Debbie Van Kempen,
Family of Sally Gieschen, friend of St. Mark’s,
Adam, cousin of Nancy Bryer,

Nephew of Amanda Sibson,

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle,

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member,
Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins,

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski,
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,




