
 Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL  
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 23, 2026 
Welcome – Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in 
the pews. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Please keep silent for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P:  As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one 
another. 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And Also with you. 
P  Let us share that peace with one another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Hymn: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”  Red Book #779 

 

 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Hymn of Praise 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
Will you pray with me?  
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 
our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that 
we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

 
All Youth Blessing 
 
First Reading – Isaiah 51:1-6  Pew Bible #589 
1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord. Look to the 
rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one 
when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3 For the Lord will 
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness 
like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in 
her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed 
to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to 
the peoples. 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, 
and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they 
hope. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for the 
heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those 
who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, and my 
deliverance will never be ended. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 138 
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I 
will sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of 
your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and 
your word above all things. 
3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have heard the 
words of your mouth.  
5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 
6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your 
hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
8 You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love 
endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  



Second Reading – Romans 12:1-8 Pew Bible #918 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to 
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members 
have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; 
the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; 
the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Reading – Matthew 16:13-20 Pew Bible #792 
C  Glory to you, O Lord 
 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 
it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 

C Praise to you, O Christ                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf 
 



Sermon Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation”  Red Book #654 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                      *Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 
 
 
Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Merciful God ,” please 
respond, “receive our prayer.” 
 

 
Offering:  Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit 
ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. 
 

 
Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the 
website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during 
communion. 
 

 
Offering Prayer 
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest 

is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Faith Lutheran website 
link 

www.shareourfaith.org 



 
 
Holy Communion  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 
C The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

 



 
 
 
Communion Distribution 
 

 
 
 



 
Communion Hymn: “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”  Red Book #623 
 

 
Communion Prayer 
P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
Announcements 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 



Closing Hymn: “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” Red Book #817 
 
1 You have come down to the lakeshore seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 
 but only asking for me to follow. 
 
Refrain 

Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; kindly smiling, you've called out 
my name. On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; now with you, I will 
seek other seas. 

 
2 You know full well what I have, Lord: neither treasure nor weapons for 

conquest, just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain 
 
3 You need my hands, my exhaustion, working love for the rest of the weary-- 
 a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain 
 
4 You who have fished other waters; you, the longing of souls that are yearning: 
       O loving Friend, you have come to call me.  Refrain 
 

 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.     C Thanks be to God! 
Postlude  
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