Series: Seek First the Kingdom of God: Finding God in the Background, a study in Esther
Sermon: A Portrait of a Courageous Queen
Primary Text: Esther 4:4-11, 16; 5; 7

Discussion guide:
· Share a time when someone gave you Godly advice or confronted in a gentle and Godly way and you are grateful for it to this day…
· Share people in your life that you would consider a Godly influence. 
· Read Esther 2:15, 20 and Esther 4:13-16
· What do these passages tell you about Esther’s humility and wisdom? (see Proverbs 11:14; 26:4)
· What does this teach us about a way to find God in the background?
· Why is it essential to have advisors that put God before you? (see Matthew 16:22-23)
· Read Esther 4:16
· What does Esther do here as she prepares to approach the king? 
· What kinds of thing ought we to ask people to pray for?
· Why is this hard for some people?
· What is the last thing Esther says in Esther 4:16
· How does this exemplify her following Mordecai’s example? 
· Why is it important to have role models in our lives that put God first?
· Who are some people in your life that have shown you how to put God first and how did they do that?
