FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Interim Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen

0 13" Sunday After Pentecost
August 23, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!

GATHERING

PRELUDE
INTRODUCTION

In Exodus, two brave Hebrew midwives defy Pharaoh's order to kill all Hebrew infants and save many of them from

death. Jesus, one of the descendants of those saved infants, declares that God's church will be built on the rock of Peter's bold
confession of faith. God's word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be
conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ.
From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, '+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Tesus Loves Me” ELW 595


http://www.firstluth.org/

Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

JESUS LOVES ME
7 77 7 and refrain



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation
and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

READINGS
Exodus 1:8—2:10

8 Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. ? He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more
numerous and more powerful than we. ° Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of
war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” ' Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress
them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. > But the more they were oppressed, the
more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. '* The Egyptians subjected the Israelites
to hard servitude * and made their lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in every kind of field labor. They
were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. ** The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was
named Shiphrah and the other Puah, '® “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if
it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” ' But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but they let the boys live. '® So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have
you done this and allowed the boys to live?” ' The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” ** So God dealt well with the
midwives, and the people multiplied and became very strong. > And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families. ? Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile,
but you shall let every daughter live.”

21 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore a son, and when
she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. ®* When she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket
for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the
river. * His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. ®* The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the
river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it.
®When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’
children,” she said. ” Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to
nurse the child for you?” ® Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So, the girl went and called the child’s mother. ? Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So, the woman took the child and
nursed it. ' When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him
Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 12:1-8

'T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. > Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by
the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. * For by
the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. * For as in one body we have many
members and not all the members have the same function, ° so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
we are members one of another. ®* We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to



faith; “ ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ® the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S TIME

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16" chapter beginning at the 13" verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 16:13-20

3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?” ' And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

'S He said to them, “But who do you say that  am?” '® Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God. ' And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but
my Father in heaven. '® And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. ' I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” * Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.
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The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Stephanie Kopsch
HYMN OF THE DAY “This Little Light of Mine” See Below



This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel NO!, I'm gonna let it shine,
Hide it under a bushel NO!, I'm gonna let it shine,
Hide it under a bushel NO!, I'm gonna let it shine,

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Don’t let Satin blow it out, I'm gonna let it shine,
Don’t let Satin blow it out, I'm gonna let it shine,
Don’t let Satin blow it out, I'm gonna let it shine,

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.

Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also, with you.
OFFERTORY
“Siciliano” by Bach Richard Burton, Clarinet
Accompanied by Jeffrey Hartmann
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 107
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 108
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as itis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever.

Amen.



LAMB OF GOD Page 112
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COMMUNION

This is the table of God. All who hunger for God's presence in their lives are invited to receive bread and wine. Please come
forward at the direction of the usher. Our bread is gluten free, prepared and baked in a kitchen excluding wheat flour. The
wine is in the outer, darker circle of glasses in the communion trays while the lighter glasses in the center contain grape juice.
Should you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your chest.
Come and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“One Bread, One Body” ELW 496
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” ELW 773
“We Come to the Hungry Feast” ELW 479



One Bread, One Body ELW 496
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Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939 ONE BREAD, ONE BODY
Music: John Foley, SJ 4 4 6 and refrain

Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ. and OCP Publications
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Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Thomas Andrew Dorsey, 1932

ELW 773

George Nelson Allen, 1844
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© 1938 (rencwed 1965) Unichappell Music, Inc.

Courtesy of the Cyber Hymnal™
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We Come to the Hungry Feast

ELW 479
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Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 HUNGRY FEAST
Music: Ray Makeever 77889

Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

Amen

SENDING HYMN
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW 815

”

SENDING

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

13



I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Welcome to Worship!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can
sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the
front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir
Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the
ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel
parking lot, one-half block north of the church on Terry
Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church,
along the hallway leading to the Big Room. There are
handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the
elevator, and in the Big Room.

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND
RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely.
Please note that today’s worship service is audio and video
recorded for online sharing and archival purposes.

We love seeing you in worship!

Preacher/ Presider
Worship Assistant

Council Hosts:
Ushers:

Reader:

Communion
Assistants:

Organist/Pianist:

Livestream Operator

Pastor Stephanie Kopsch

Deacon Korra Looschen

Eric Pederson
Rick Samson

Vicki Hergott
Ann Pederson

Sally Campbell

Sally Campbell
Stephanie Nieuwlandt

Jeffrey Hartmann

Milenda Powers

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. Text for
the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress

license #SBL14236.
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