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The 215t Sunday in Ordinary Time
Christians have tended to turn on its head the Old Testament stories of God’s
saving actions in history. We have made “redemption” mean something that
occurs, in Bonhoeffer’s words, “on the far side of the boundary drawn by death...in
a better world beyond the grave.” For in the Old Testament, the Israelites clearly
understood redemption to refer to something here and now.

— Wayne Whitson Floyd, The Wisdom and Witness of Dietrich Bonhoeffer

GATHERING 22!

The Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection

Prelude ™3 Umuziki mbere yo gutangira kuramya Yumi Park

Gathering Song Z& Indirimbo yo guterana

“Kindle in Us Your Love” KINDLE IN US
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Kin-dle in us your love, kin-dle in us your love.

Centring Quiet 2 52 |8t =&t =7t Igihe cy'ituze cyo kwitegura gusenga
We together hold an intentional period of quiet, during which worshippers are invited to
centre themselves and prepare for the worship of God.

Greeting 2| Al Indamukanyo Ross Shearer, diaconal ministries student
One:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Many: And also with you.

In the ways we are able—in body or in spirit—we rise for those parts marked with an asterisk *’




Call to Worship
ofltff 2 F& Guhamagarirwa Gusenga
One:  “Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.”
Many: What did God do to help us?
One:  God chose the people of Israel to make a new beginning.
Many: They received God’s covenant and prepared the way
for Jesus to come as our Saviour.
One:  Letus worship the God of the covenant, the God of heaven and earth.

* Hymn 2+ Indirimbo — “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  Voices United #651

* Prayer of the Day 2 =2| 7| = Isengesho ryo gufungura

One:  Letus pray.

Many: Holy God, through baptism HESIA siLtE, M & S35l
yousave us fromsinand evil 3|E Z| 2} QoA FRISIA|L
and deliver us from death. =20 M AKX FAIY
Nourish us at your table ZHALBH C}
and train us for your service 0 '
that we may help to set othe’rs Fol Al %E[% SolAld
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. EHAI|IMM CHE Ol S

Amen. A& ste Yol FodstA
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* The Peace & =2t2| 2l AL AmahoroyaKristo  Youngsun Choen, associate minister
One: 2|22 oyt G4l &b 5HA|Z|E HEEHH T
The peace of Christ be with you all.

Many: And also with you.
All are invited to share signs of Christ’s peace with those around them.

Words of Welcome & News 1l S| 2~ 2! [kaze n'amatangazo
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WOoRD 2H2

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

Psalter A| ™ Zaburi — Psalm 124 Ross Shearer
The refrain is first played through, and then all sing. Then, all sing where indicated.
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One:  “If God had not been at our side,”
Many: now letIsrael say:
One:  “If God had not been at our side
when mortals rose up against us,
Many: then they would have swallowed us alive,
when their fury was roused against us.
One:  Then the flood would have swept us away,
and the torrent would have covered us.
Many: Then the raging waters
would have tone right over our heads.”

REFRAIN

One:  But praised be God:

who has not given us as a prey to their teeth.
Many: We have escaped like a bird

from the hunter’s snare,

the snare is broken and we are free.

REFRAIN
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The Early Word 012! 0| A1 Ubutumwa bugenewe abana
with The Lord’s Prayer &| & 7| =2} 7| % Isengesho ry'Umwami wacu

Worshippers are invited to pray The Lord’s Prayer in the language of their hearts. English,
French, German, Korean, Chinese, Punjabi, and Kinyarwanda versions of the Prayer are on
cards in the pews. The worship leader will pray in English.

ofuff EAMXL i EHAM = otFH0l U= HHE FI|EEE XA 5= AFH O
dof, =A0, S0, &=50{, =0, HAIE0], F|LF22CI0] HE Q| FI|EF0|
Aol Bl E Ft=ol ASHCH ofluf A E=X= Ho 2 T =g AWt

Abasenga batumiwe gusenga Isengesho ry'Umwami mu rurimi rw'imitima yabo. Iri sengesho
mu gifaransa, ikidage, igikoreya, igishinwa, igipunjabi n'ikinyarwanda riri ku makarita mu
ntebe. Umuyobozi w'itorero azasenga mu Cyongereza.

Many: Our Father, who artin Heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever & ever. Amen.

* RESPONSE IS Indirimbo — “Lord, Prepare Me” More Voices #18
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Children in grade 5 and younger are welcome to go with the leader(s)
to Children’s Church, in the Lounge on the lower level.
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First Reading A 4 & = Ibyanditswe Byera — Matthew 16:13-20

Second Reading A A &= Ibyanditswe Byera — Exodus 1:8-2:10

NTp. 18
At a climatic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the

Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a

church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

dfter the reading:
One:  Word of God, Word of Life.
Many: Thanks be to God.

OT p. 49
The brave Hebrew midwives defied Pharaoh to save many infants from death.

When the mother of Moses placed him in a basket in the Nile, the daughter of
Pharaoh found him, adopted him, and raised hi. Moses’ sister and mother also

played crucial roles in this drama.

IN ENGLISH

dfter the reading:

One:  Word of God, Word of Life.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Sermon A 1! Ubutumwa —
a brief moment of quiet follows the sermon

* Hymn 2HE Indirimbo —

* Affirmation of Faith 21 22|
We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:

who has created and is creating,

who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus,

crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death,
in life beyond death,
God is with us.

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
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“The First Heroes of Exodus”

“Let There Be Light”

IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE
dfter the reading:
One:  Amen.
Many: Amen.

Pastor Youngsun

Voices United #679

1194 Guhamya Ukwizera: A New Creed
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RESPONSE St}

We begin our lives of responding to the gospel, in prayer and offering

Responding with our Gifts & 91 Ituro

OFFERTORY MUSIC — Yumi Park

PRAYER REQUESTS — As the morning offering is collected:

— in-person worshippers can share prayer petitions (thanksgivings and intercessions,
joys and concerns) on the purple-topped prayer request cards found in the pew
racks and place them the offering plates as they are passed.

—  live-via-Zoom online worshippers are welcome to submit prayer petitions
(thanksgivings and intercessions, joys and concerns) in the Zoom “chat” feature.

* PRESENTING OUR GIFTs 23 Bl ZF2F Gutanga Amaturo Yacu

“The Doxology” OLD HUNDREDTH
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* PRAYER OF DEDICATION Zt A7 | E2 Isengesho ryo kwiyegura
Many: Almighty God,
you took a baby from the Bile
and used him to lead your people to the
promise land.
Take our offerings
and use them for your people in this land and
throughout your world.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Prayers of the People & 27| =2} ZFALY| £ Isengesho ryo gusaba abandi

SENDING I}&

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world

* Hymn 2+ Indirimbo — “Go Make a Difference” More Voices #209
* Charge and Benediction I}& 1} 5T Umugisha Pastor Youngsun
* Dismissal 0| i 2 £ & Kohereza

One:  Heaven comes near. Go, share the good news!

Many: Thanks be to God.

* postlude = 3= Umuziki nyuma y 'iteraniro ryo kuramya Yumi Park

Be Our Guest! Come on down to the Lower Hall for coffee or tea or
another beverage, a bite to eat, and a chat! Access to the Lower
Hall is down the stairs outside the door at the front right of the
sanctuary or via the elevator at the front left of the sanctuary.
Follow the crowds on down, or ask an usher to guide you... We
look forward to seeing you!

Life at Cloverdale United Church

Worship

Many thanks to today’s ...
readers: names unavailable at the time of printing
ushers/greeters: names unavailable at the time of printing
digital ushers: Taewon Joh, Glenys McFarlane
fellowship time hosts: names unavailable at the time of printing
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Many ways to give! We welcome your offering in the way that
works for you: by cash or cheque in the offering plates, through
automatic monthly gifts via Pre-Authorized Remittance (contact
the office to enrol), by free eTransfer from your bank (to
eTransfer@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca), or by credit card via
CanadaHelps (service fees apply). Want to give now but don’t
have cash or cheque? Scan the QR - to be taken to CanadaHelps.

Chtldren are welcome at all services! It isimportant

@ _ for families to worship together. Don’t feel your child must be
v ‘f absolutely quiet or still, for we are glad to have children—and all their

' Wiggles, giggles, and squiggles—as part of our community and worship
Iife! After all... as an old saying goes, “faith is caught, not taught!” Children are
encouraged to stand and sing with the songs, partake in communion, read and pray
along when they can, and join in for the “Early Word”—a time at the front with
conversation just for them near the beginning of the service. Most Sundays
September through June, we have “Children’s Church” activities during the latter
two-thirds of the service in the Lounge on the lower level, to which any pre-school
through grade 5 aged child is welcome! For those accompanying infants or toddlers
who need a spot to ‘escape’ to during the worship service, feel free to make use of
the “Quiet Room” off the side of the sanctuary, near the piano, where there you will
find comfortable seating, toys, and a changing table all while being able to hear and
see the worship service.

Recording and streaming in use: Please note that video cameras and

microphones are capturing our worship services, and that the resulting

content may be transmitted over Zoom, YouTube, or other platforms.
Likewise, from time to time still photography of our worship services may be taken and used
for church communications, websites, and other uses. By your presence within the
sanctuary, you are indicating your consent to the possibility that your likeness may be
captured and used in any of these ways. While video capture of congregants in the pews is
relatively minimal, if you wish to guarantee you will not ever be depicted on video, the area
at the rear centre of the pew seating area is unable to be picked up on camera.

W Washrooms can be found just outside the sanctuary through the door at the
¥ front right of the space (the northeast corner of the room).

ﬁ Thank you for silencing cell phones and other devices, and for refraining from
flash photography.

Acknowledgements:

. Cover art from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, Tennessee;
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib -fulldisplay.pl?SID=20260630821406670&code=act&RC=5846 8 &Row=21 Public
Domain.

. Gathering Chorus (Introit) — “Kindle in Us Your Love”: Music by Deanna Witkowski, ©2014 Deanna Witkowski, Tilapia
Tunes, admin. BMI; all rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-606025. Reproduced from Voices Together,
©2020 MennoMedia, #54.

. Call to Worship adapted from The Worship Sourcebook, 2™ Editionm, ©2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources, Grand
Rapids, MI.

. Prayer of the Day adapted from Connections: Worship Companion, ed. David Gambrell, Year A, Vol.2, ©2021 Westminster:
John Knox Press.

. Response — “Lord, Prepare Me to be a Sanctuary”: Words and music by John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs; ©1982
Whole Armour & Full Armor Publishing Companies, admin. The Kruger Organisation, Inc. All rights reserved; used under
OneLicense.net #A-606025. Reproduced from More Voices, ©2007 The United Church of Canada.

. Scripture introduction material excerpted and adapted from Sundays and Seasons, © Augsburg Fortress.

. Presentation of our gifts — “The Doxology”: Words by Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709; public domain; alt. Music from Genevan
Psalter, 1551; public domain. Reproduced from Voices United: The Hymn and Worship Book of The United Church of Canada,
©1996 The United Church Publishing House, #541 (concluding amen and traditional text added).
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A, Vol2, ©2014 Westminster: John Knox Press.

Serve

You Serve with your Stewardship: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of
God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2). The early Christians
did not conform to the world’s standards, which values money and power above
everything else. They were known as people who loved God above all else and
showed love for neighbors through their care for the neediest among them. They
provide an excellent role model for us today.

Cloverdale Market Days:
September 12

We're looking forward to being & U U 1 l
a visible, engaging, active presence
in our community once again this 1 ’ ALl 1L
summer at Cloverdale Market ﬁ :

Days, the once-a-month arts and Wp‘“‘g e o ;
entertainment street festival on the | L5 ﬂ 0 m"ié-;f :
"main street” of Cloverdale's N>
historic "downtown". Join us for
our final Market Day of 2026 on
September 12!

In order to pull off this
important ministry of community visibility, welcome, and witness, we need a
solid crew of volunteers: 6 to 8 booth staffers (in shifts of no longer than 2 hours),
along with a couple of volunteers to assist with setup, teardown, and transport of
materials between the church and the market.

Sign up NOW for shifts by going to https://slink.com/xrohmao. There’s no
reason to wait... sign up today! For more information, contact Pastor
Youngsun: youngsun@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca.

FINE ART P?INTS )" GQANNY S PIES

’v\ !l

Pray

New this week...

e Hendrix, grandson of Glenys’ friend from Green Lake, and for his family as
they walk through an unbearably difficult season. As he is being kept
comfortable and the family carries deep devastation and grief, may they be
held in our prayers and surrounded by God’s gentleness, strength, and tender
care.

Ongoing...

e For Sharlene recovering from an accident, living with ongoing back pain,
Though she has now begun to walk again, she has learned that the bone
supporting her thumb is fractured. May she knows God’s sustaining presence,
gentle healing, and deep peace.
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For Pam, friend of Carole, as she travels for care while living with pancreatic
cancer. May she be surrounded by God’s steady strength, gentle restoration,
and peace that carries her through each day.

For Bob and May, for Bob prepares to enter care and both navigate a season of
physical strain, uncertainty, and transition. May they experience God’s
sustaining presence, healing, and peace.

For baby Theodore remains in the hospital with very little improvement and
ongoing medical testing, for Theodore’s family, that they may have strength,
comfort, and hope as they walk through this challenging season.

For our government leaders here in Canada, as they continue to discern how
best to respond to new threats of economically damaging tariffs. And for
wisdom and reason among government leaders in the United States, as well.

For the land and forests strained by wildfire, and for the air that has grown
heavy with smoke; that creation may find relief, healing, and renewal. And for
all who breathe this air-especially the vulnerable-that their bodies may be
protected, their health preserved, and their days held in safety and care.

For the people of Columbia in the wake of the recent earthquake-those who
grieve, those who are injured, and those who have lost homes and stability.
May they find safety, strength, and the comfort of God’s nearness as they face
the days ahead.

Renewed prayers for the people of Iran, in the face of new military attacks in
the US-Iran conflict.

For Jordan, the neighbourhood secondary school student with Lupus who has
been back in hospital and on dialysis following the rejection of the partial
kidney transplant she received last fall, and for Jordan's family facing a variety
of needs arising from this journey.

For all those facing the scourge of addiction, in all its forms, for God to pour
out power and help them break the bonds that keep them captive.

For all those facing food insecurity or financial hardship.

For all those journeying with dementia, Alzheimer's, and other forms of
cognitive decline, and for strength within those who find themselves as
caregivers.

For those of our congregation who are homebound, incarcerated, in long-term
nursing care, or otherwise unable to be with us regularly, including: Roger,
Jean, Lorraine, Pauline, Eileen, Joyce, Gerrit, Brenda, and Roy.

Pacific Mountain Regional Council of The United Church of Canada’s prayer cycle:
https://www.prayercycles.ca/pacificmountain.

World Council of Churches' prayer cycle:
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle .

Additions to the prayer list are always welcome! Submissions received in the office by 9:00 am Thursday
morning will appear in the bulletin. Petitions regarding specific individuals or circumstances will only be
retained on the prayer list for 3 weeks at a time (but can be renewed if changes in the situation warrant).
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Other news and notes

¥ THE 2026 MAP IS GROWING

ADD YOUR EVENT
e —————

Map of 100 Tables. The 100 Tables map is growing—and there’s a place for your
community.

Launched for The United Church of Canada’s Centennial, 100 Tables
transformed picnic tables across the country into vibrant spaces of welcome,
creativity, service, and connection. More than 115 gatherings brought neighbours
together in 2025, expressing a bold promise of love and belonging.

Now, 100 Tables is carrying that spirit into the church’s second century.
Through food, art, conversation, and acts of service, communities of faith are
creating places where everyone can feel seen, valued, and included.

Explore the 2026 Map of 100 Tables https://united-church.ca/l100tables/map-
2026 —then plan your event and put your community on the map!
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RETREAT(

*18-30ISH YRS

Re:Unite- Registration Now Open!

Calling all young adults (ages 18-30ish)! United Church folks & friends in BC,
Southern Alberta, the Yukon and beyond - we invite you to travel to the largest
island in Howe Sound, surrounded by trees and water for a long weekend of rest,
community and fun. We'll have good food, meaningful conversations, late night
board games, great music and campfires (weather permitting!) It's a weekend
you'll want to show up for. More info and registration here

https://’www .firstthirdministry.ca/reunite.html.
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God'’s Mission, Our Gifts

Faithful Futures: The Hub
Community Network is creating
welcoming spaces where youth and
young adults can build community,
explore faith, and discover they
belong. Here is the Mission and
Service story for the week of August
23, 2026.

Across Southern Ontario, The
Hub Community Network is creating welcoming spaces where youth and young
adults can find connection, community, and a deeper understanding of God’s
inclusive love. Supported by Mission and Service, The Hub is helping young people
discover spaces where they can explore faith, build relationships, and find their
place in the church.

Every generation faces its own challenges, and many young people today are
carrying significant pressures. Rising costs, uncertainty about the future, and
increased feelings of isolation can make it difficult to find a sense of stability and
belonging. For many youth and young adults, finding a community where they
feel welcomed, known, and accepted can make a meaningful difference.

The Hub responds to this need by creating opportunities for young people to
gather and connect. Through churches, camps, small groups, worship services,
and online spaces, The Hub brings youth and young adults together in
environments where they can ask questions, share experiences, and grow in faith
alongside others.

These gatherings are more than events on a calendar. A shared meal, a
conversation with a mentor, or time spent with peers can become an important
moment of connection. These relationships help young people feel supported as
they navigate life’s challenges and continue discovering who they are and who
they are becoming.

The Hub also works alongside congregations, helping churches strengthen
their youth ministries and develop lasting relationships with young people. By
supporting communities in creating spaces of welcome and inclusion, The Hub
helps congregations move beyond the initial invitation to attend, and grow
toward building meaningful connections where young people know they belong.

Our Mission and Service gifts help make this ministry possible. Through this
support, The Hub Community Network can continue creating spaces where youth
and young adults experience community, explore faith, and encounter the
inclusive love of God.

Our gifts through Mission and Service support ministries that walk alongside
young people and create places of belonging. Let’s give generously so youth and
young adults can continue being welcomed into spaces of connection and
community.
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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!
WAs we say at nearly every worship service,

“No matter who you are, or where you are
on life’s journey God welcomes you... and so do we.”
We take these words seriously. We strive tobe a
community as diverse and hospitable as God'’s
kingdom. We don'’t all look or act alike; God knows we
don’t all think alike. We don't all read the Bible the same way. We come
from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and
we carry different burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship
God together as one.

In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs
we sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents
might also have sung in their day. And yet, amidst rituals and rites
rooting us in a deep heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the
modern world and we listen for God’s Spirit still speaking into our lives
today. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant
this morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper
relationship with God.

After the service, please stick around. Have a cup of coffee or a bite
to eat with us. Introduce yourself to other worshippers or our pastor.
There are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul and expand
your spirit. Try one out. You never know—you just might be home!

We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875. We seek to thrive in faith through
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would.

Cloverdale United Church recognizes that we worship, live, work, and play in traditional
and unceded territories of Coast Salish peoples: primarily the Katzie, the Kwantlen, the
Semiahmoo, the Snokomish, the Stolo, the Tsawwassen, and the Wsanec. We give our
thanks to them and for them; we offer our respect to those ancestors who may be
interred in this land. We seek to live with respect in this piece of Creation; we seek peace
and justice among all who have called this land home.

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH

17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S IN1| 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

Ministers  All of the Congregation
Lead Minister ~ Rev. Matthew Emery — matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Associate Minister ~ Youngsun Cheon — youngsun@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

Director of Music Ministries ~ Tim Bailey — tim@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Office Administrator  Lily Lee — office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Intercultural Ministry Coordinator ~ Yumi Park — yumi@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Children & Youth Ministries Leader ~ Ross Shearer — ross@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

Church Council Chair ~ Daniel Ariss — arissd135@gmail.com



