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Good morning, Trinity Baptist Church. Our message today comes from Ephesians 5:8: “For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.”
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| chose this verse because it captures perfectly not only our Kids’ Bible Adventure Week or KBAW theme of Campfire

Light, but it expresses, | think, our church’s intention of hosting KBAW year after year. I'll leave the answer to the end,
so you'll have to bear with me talking for a while.
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Of course, | wasn't the first one to host summer camp each year, but | inherited this tradition from my predecessor, and
my predecessor from his or her predecessor.
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As such, there is a heritage behind our KBAW week and established reasons why we do it. It's nothing short of a
longstanding tradition.
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Likewise, when we look at Ephesians 5:8, the author of Ephesians, Paul the apostle, was not inventing the use of light
and darkness imagery in the bible. Rather, we find out that it is a very ancient symbol.
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“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be light,” and
there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light
‘day,” and the darkness he called ‘night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.”
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This passage reminds us too that the idea of light and darkness as biblical a theme is also tradition, being the very first
verses of the Bible, hundreds upon hundreds of years before Paul.
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According to Old Testament and Ancient Near Eastern scholars, the theme of uncreated darkness prior to creation
represents disorder, messiness, and a lack of form.
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It's an incomplete state, which requires ordering, cultivation, and structure to be useful, like an overgrown wilderness
before being weeded, tilled, ordered, and cultivated by human intervention.
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Therefore, the first thing God does is to observe this disordered state by hovering over the darkness. And just as he
saw the need for it to be transformed, he brought about light as an opposition to darkness as the first act of Creation.
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Considering what we’ve just heard about the function of the light to bring order into chaos, we understand that the
goodness that God immediately exclaims has a moral sense or value added. It’s useful for good usage, like a garden
opposed to a jungle.
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If you look elsewhere, in the beginning of John’s gospel where it talks about the same events of Creation; it says of the
light, that “light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it”. We get a better picture that this is the




beginning of a struggle between cosmic forces.
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Coming back to Genesis 1, we hear that God creates a separation between light and darkness, like when you shine a
flashlight onto an object, it immediately creates a shadow behind it. It's as if darkness, if one is to personify it, is trying to
hide when exposed to light.

EZRIHHCE 1 2, HMNITRBEXNERRELSF, SEERATFEERE—"YHELEN, EERSZZER—
o1 . HHRE, MRBUNEEABL, BRREERITCR ISR ES I ESREER.

John 3:19-21 describes it as such. This is the verdict: “Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead
of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear
that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that
what they have done has been done in the sight of God.”
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From this moral perspective from John’s Gospel interpretation of Genesis 1:1, light becomes a symbol of moral
exposure, which causes darkness to hide even more.
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Like the ministry of John the Baptist in the Gospel of John, as some people were coming to him to confess their sins,
exposing what is shameful and hidden to be healed.
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Others fled because of how intense the truth can be. Sometimes the truth can sting, can’t it, especially when others are

being “too” honest. According to another account of John the Baptist’'s ministry in Matthew 3, these people fled like
snakes in the desert.
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Indeed, as we look at this theme of light and darkness, we hear from different places in the Bible that it is an established
pattern since Creation and that it is, moreover, not just an astrological reality of daytime and nighttime, but a cosmic
struggle between what is essentially evil hiding from God’s gaze.

B, HBNEEAMSERBX TN, RIMNNZLNAREMTIE, XEMEEKRERH LMK, @
B, EMXEBRSERRERXFEELNEL, EE—HARLIBENSZGER BXNTFHEEF.

If you map all what I've just said onto our verse, from Ephesians 5:8 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Live as children of light”, we know, if you call yourself a Christian, that this darkness is the life we led prior to
our salvation.
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All the stuff that Paul talks about in Ephesians 5 from sexual immorality, impurity, greed, obscenity, foolish talk, and

coarse joking which will lead to condemnation and not the inheritance of God’s kingdom. This is the life we were
immersed in and unable to free ourselves from.
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The apostle Paul said later in the Letter to the Romans 3:23, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”? Not
because of a lack of trying, but because it is in our DNA.
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It is an inherited disease we got from our parents and their parents’ parents until the nth degree until we reach Adam.

Adam is our heritage which casts the very long shadow of sin throughout humanity, a darkness which theology calls
original sin.
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And like John’s description of darkness hiding, we read in Genesis 3 that Adam and Eve hid from God in the garden.
Like little children, they hid in the bushes from God after they had committed the fateful act of eating from the forbidden
tree of the knowledge of good and evil because they were ashamed and embarrassed.
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To this day, without the grace of God, we continue in this legacy, doomed to repeat this pattern of sinning and hiding in
shame, just as a shadow is cast whenever light shines.
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So, what is this light that Paul talks about in Ephesians 5:8, a light which overtakes darkness? Of course, if you've been
to my Sunday school class, the predictable Sunday school answer is Jesus.
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John 8:12 records Jesus proclaiming, “I am the light of the world” and in John 1:4 the narrator states “In him was life,
and that life was the light of all mankind.”
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But what about this inherited disease we call generational sin and its effects of Jesus Christ’s humanity?
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Well, have you ever wondered why Jesus was born of a virgin, and was conceived by the Holy Spirit?
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It is precisely because Jesus was not born of a man, but of God, that he is a new creation, a new type of human being
which is not defined by the inherited sickness of original sin. He is the light of the world who brings hope to the darkness
humanity is living in.
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As the prophet Isaiah foretold in Isaiah 9:2: "The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in
the land of deep darkness a light has dawned."
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Isaiah 60:1: "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you."
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Isaiah 60:19: "The Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory."
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But it says in our verse that not only that the Lord has light, but that we too are children of light.
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How is someone born to God, called the Son of God, and not born of a human father, like the rest of us, who are born
to human fathers, since we are cursed with Adam’s original sin? We are born of darkness, he is born of light.
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We don’t naturally have the same sinlessness as Jesus does, but we carry the same habits and shame our ancestor
Adam has.
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That’s where Paul’s language of spiritual adoption comes in Romans 8:15 and 23, where it talks about the spirit of
adoption where we cry out “Abba, Father”.
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Just like Jesus teaching his disciples to pray ‘Our Father’, Galatians 4:4-7 speaks about how we are adopted children
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and finally in Ephesians 1:5 we are predestined to be children of God through God'’s foreknowledge through the
redemption of Jesus Christ and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.
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We are as John 1:13 says “children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but
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We don’t have a natural relationship with Jesus, according to our flesh, which is of Adam; but we have an adoptive
relationship, according to the Spirit, which enlivens, recreates, and regenerates our flesh.
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What Paul proposes throughout his writings is nothing short of God remodelling our natural tendencies towards sin and
inherited patterns of darkness modelled after Adam.
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This adoption into the family of God doesn’t just happen, but it requires a renunciation, a rejection of our previous
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In Christian-ese, we call this repentance, where one says, “no” to the ways of Adam and the dark ways in which the evil
one was manipulating and enticing him and his ancestors to sin.
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Jesus himself uses stronger language, that of dying to oneself, all four gospels record Jesus saying that one must
pursue worldly and bodily death, picking his or her cross to follow Jesus in order to be spiritually receptive to rebirth.
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This means detaching ourselves from an existence narrowly focusing on this world but having our eyes gazing and
invested in the kingdom of God.
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One of the ways the church has expressed the noticeable break from being in the darkness and legacy of Adam has
been to put to death ourselves by following Jesus to the grave in the act of Baptism.

B FRAXMMNERE LT SNERTRAEHMANTRNZ—, REERILPIRBESHFINIE, RBECHIEES
1% N

Romans 6:4 reads, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”
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Baptism not only signifies our commitment to follow Jesus, but our willingness to follow Jesus to the cross and the
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And this is important because it is necessary to cut ties without our previous affiliation with our family, that of Adam, in

order to be eligible for adoption.
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I’m not sure if many of you know but | grew up in a mixed family myself with many brothers and sisters who had for one
reason or another had an estranged relationship with their biological parents.

BARERMNEFEZOAME, R2E-TREERET KK, WARZABER, MOEAZIMHRE, 58
CHFRERBHFAERBHXR.

I, in fact, grew up with 8 foster children, though my parents are my biological parents, and one of the things that was
challenging was navigating what it meant for these foster siblings of mine to leave their natural homes, whether through
the compulsion of the province and the ministry of children and family as it was called back then or through this tragedy.
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But, one thing was for certain, there was a clear break, that you’re here and you’re not going back home to what you

were you used to.
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Often it was quite dysfunctional what they were used to, perhaps due to mental illness, poverty, or crime, but it
was a hard adjustment coming to call a bunch of strangers new parents.
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My parents purposely told my siblings to call them uncle and auntie, but it was clear that none of my siblings were to be
regularly going to their previous homes or visiting their parents without the explicit consent of social workers and my
parents.
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Indeed, when we look at what baptism means in terms of being estranged to our Adamic family, it’s often painful to let
go of things we are used to, even if it's not good for us.
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Modern therapists might call these unhealthy attachments dynamics or addictions, such as, worldly success, addictions
to food, pornography, gambling, drinking, and unhealthy ways of relating to others with envy, boasting, or anger.
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There’s a certain familiarity that's comforting because it gives us pleasure and makes us feeI our needs are being met.
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But, if we want to be healthy, no longer sons and daughters of darkness, we must detach ourselves, die to ourselves of
these things that we thought gave us life.
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That’s perhaps why Paul intentionally calls us children as if we have to learn everything new, because we’ve perhaps
accumulated so many bad habits.
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Almost every time, my siblings would first come to our home, they had to completely relearn a new way of living from
daily hygiene, to bedtime, and family meals.
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If you came off the streets or were used to chronic mental health challenges or poverty, everyone seems to have their
own definition of normalcy.
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To be a child is necessary if you want to be adopted, malleable to be taught, humble enough to learn, and innocent of
all the things that make us adults jaded and prideful.
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Some of my siblings had been living on the street or functionally without parents, having to grow up too quickly or
around the wrong company of prostitutes or drug addicts.
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Learning to once again be a child means learning to receive and depend on others, and it means learning again to trust.
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John 14:18 records how God says that he will not leave us as orphans in this world.
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Indeed, just as | have listed, there are several ways in which we can learn from children about how God wants us to
relate to him: the endearing words of Jesus’ teachings on prayer, the ‘Our Father’, Jesus’ sayings on God’s generosity
“how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?, or God’s radical forgiveness in
the parable of the prodigal son.
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We need to humble ourselves just like Jesus did in his descent into our humanity to learn to be a child of God, a child of




light.
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From there we can exhibit all goodness, righteousness and truth as God intends on us to live, pleasing to our heavenly
father.
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Just as we are willing to let go of our old selves in Adam, does the light emerge in our lives through the power of the
Holy Spirit who raised Christ in the resurrection.
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Throughout the Ephesians, especially the first half, we read that we too will receive “the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.”
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This power from the Holy Spirit enables us to embody the light first from the inside, then radiating out towards others. X
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As this light permeates within us, it slowly exposes the last remnants of darkness in our lives through confession and
acts of humble transparency, dying to our sense of pride, protection and self-image.
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God brings to light what is shameful, and we can proclaim like Galatians 2:20 says, “it is no longer | who live but Christ
within me” relying on the grace of God and not our own accomplishment to perfect the image of God in us.
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And when we do that, the light shines within us in our attitudes of respect, forgiveness, gentleness, humility, generosity
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And as this light slowly fills in our own body, it can’t help but seep out of our lives.
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Jesus says in Matthew 5:16 “let your light shine... so that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven.”
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So, | guess that’s my long way of saying why we do KBAW every year, that just as God has been permeating light into
lives.
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And we’ve been allowing God to shine that light into us, we can be, pardon the pun, a shining example to those around
us, including those children from our neighborhood we invite to the kids’ bible adventure week.
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I'll end with this benediction from Ephesians 5:13, “everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything
that is illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said:
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“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
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