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“We believe God is calling us to in-

vite people into a deeper relation-

ship with Christ, that they may dis-

cover true peace and be prepared to 

follow Him in compassionate ser-

vice.” 

Shalom Now! 

Power can be a tricky concept for church folks like us. When we think of power, 
what often comes to mind is the classic quote from Lord Acton: “Power tends to 
corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” We might think of totalitarian 
government or crooked politicians. But this is not the whole story. Power simply 
refers to one’s ability to act.  
 

And the power we receive from the Holy Spirit gives us an ability to act for the 
sake of the kingdom of God. The Spirit’s power “gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist” (Rom. 4:17). It is the power that Jesus 
spoke of right before he ascended to his Father: “…you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). It is the power 
spoken by an elderly Paul to his protégé Timothy: “…for God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline” (2 Tim. 1:7). We received this Spirit of power on the day of our bap-
tism, and we renew that power every time we hear God’s Word and share the 
Lord’s Supper. 
 

The Spirit also gives us the power to respond to God’s amazing grace. We have all 
been blessed beyond measure by God. And we are empowered to respond by giv-
ing what God has given us. A classic prayer from the Lutheran Book of Worship 
says, “…we offer to you what you have first given us: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of your gracious love….” We give not out of fear or obligation, 
but out of the gracious love God has shown us.  
 

There are many things in which we excel at Shalom Lutheran Church. We’re a 

congregation that cares for each other through Outreach and Caring, home com-

munion visits, and many other things. We also care for others through our other 

ministries for Love INC, the Food Shelf, OBA, and many others. The Jeremiah 29 

Empowered by God — Responding by Grace 
Now as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you — so we want you to 
excel also in this generous undertaking (2 Cor. 8:7). 
 

It’s September, which means it’s time for our annual generosity 
campaign. This year, the theme is “Empowered by God — Respond-
ing by Grace.” During this time, we will consider how God has em-
powered us and how our response, by grace through faith, can be 
used by God, especially in the ministry here at Shalom Lutheran 
Church. 



REMINDER: Please continue to support our Coffee 
Fund with your donations. The donation box is 
located on the treat table in the Community Room! 

 

 

ATTENTION COMMITTEES 

Please submit budget request for 2027 to Grant Pexsa by September 30th. 

Submit annual reports to Geri in the Office no later than October 20th  
as she has to have the Annual Report out two weeks prior to the Annual 
Meeting which will be held on  Sunday,  November 22. 

The campaign begins September 20 and concludes on October 11. I look forward to learning more along-
side you about God’s love, blessing, and the opportunities we receive to respond out of God’s amazing 
grace. 
 

“Empowered by God — Responding by Grace.” That is true of God’s saints throughout the ages. That has 
been true of us at Shalom Lutheran Church. God empower us to make it true again and always.  
 

Love to you all, 
 

Pastor David 
 

Extensively reworked and adapted from an article by Kenneth Williams, ©2026. Used by permission. 



Our Wednesday programming year begins the week of September 13, with our first 
Wednesday gathering on September 16. We’ll gather for a meal at 5:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by our regular programming. 

As we have in years past, we’re looking for members of the congregation who would be 
willing to host a meal or donate toward the youth meal fund. Providing a meal 
is a wonderful way to support our youth and help make Wednesday nights a welcom-
ing time of fellowship. If you’d like to host a meal or contribute to the meal fund, 
please reach out to Sam 

CELEBRATION 

 

Shalom member Bob Hildebrandt is turning 100 years young on  
September 7th. 
Let's all send him a card!  We will also be serving cake in his honor during  
Hospitality time on Sunday, September 6th.  Please join us for the fun of  
reaching this milestone.  Bring your card then if you wish. 



 
PRESENT:   Ken, Corey, Carol, Julie, Sherri, Grant, and Pastor David 
ABSENT:     None 
 
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.  
 
Motion was made to approve agenda with amendments by Ken, seconded by Corey, and carried 
unanimously.  Motion was made to approve the June 15th, 2026 Council minutes by Ken, second-
ed by Julie and carried unanimously. 
 
A prayer was offered by Pastor David as devotion. 
 
Reviewed reports by Pastor and Committees: 
 
**Pastor’s Report: Report included in packet. Pastor has continued to provide guidance to the 
Runestone Chorus on implementing a children’s chorus. 
 
** Staff: Report in packet from Youth and Music Director. 
 
** Finance: Report in packet from Treasurer. General fund giving rose slightly again this month 
but total for the year is still behind budget. Building fund giving is slightly below budget. 
 
** Stewardship: No report. Met with Thrivent on initiative for the Generous Mindset initiative at 
Shalom. Representatives from Thrivent will likely do a temple talk at Shalom. 
 
** Y/ED: Report in packet 
 
**Outreach and Caring: Report in packet on outreach activities. Chairs were purchased and 
placed in bathrooms. Three Shalom members have been trained and began home visits that in-
clude serving communion. 
 
**God’s Work Our Hands: Report in packet on committee activities. The donation of 106 place 
settings of dishes to Viking Towers was completed per council vote from June. 
 
**Personnel: No report. Did not meet. 
   
** Property: Oral report given at meeting. Discussed a new requirement for coordinating the ap-
plication and implementation of endowment fund requests. Motion made by Ken that endowment 
committee will require a sign-off by a committee or council for all requests. The motion was se-
conded by Grant and carried  
 
** FM Radio: Report in packet. The Radio Ministry Committee met on July 19th after worship 
service and voted to disband. Motion made by Julie to approve dissolution of Radio Ministry Com-
mittee. The motion was seconded by Sherri and carried unanimously. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
A closing prayer was offered by Ken. 
With no other business before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 pm.   
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            GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS 

God’s Work Our Hands News 
September 13 has been designated ELCA Day of Service. Congregations 
across the country will engage in projects that reflect service to others. 
Please join us at Shalom as we assemble Newborn Kits that will be donat-
ed to Global Health Ministries and then distributed around the world. The 
needed items (diapers, pins, a onsie, stocking cap, wash cloth, soap and re-
ceiving blanket) will be wrapped in a tow-
el and boxed for shipping to GHM. This 
project will be completed in the commu-
nity room immediately after worship on 
Sunday September 13. See you then!! 
Thanks to all who filled LWR 

school book bags!! As of August 15, 71 

bags have been filled and returned. 

School bags and quilts will be shipped to 

LWR in October. 

• Endowment Fund Grant Application Forms will be available in Shalom’s Office by the first 

Wednesday of September. 

SHALOM MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND: 
 
Your Mission Endowment Fund committee is happy to announce that we will be accepting applica-

tions for another round of MEF Grants. All Shalom members can apply through the various 

church teams for a grant to help fund an activity or project that is not already being supported by the 

church budget. 



Shalom Ringers will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, September 
2, at 6:30 p.m. New ringers are always welcome! Come be part of this 
fun musical ministry. 

 

Shalom Singers will resume rehearsals on Thursday, September 3, 
at 6:00 p.m. We’ll rehearse every Thursday except the third Thurs-
day of each month. Come sing with us—no audition required! 

 

Uke Can Do It! 

On the third Thursday of each month, come to Encore! for “Uke 
Can Do It!”, a monthly ukulele jam. Bring your ukulele and play along 
with YouTube videos in a relaxed, fun setting. Whether you’re an experi-
enced player or just getting started, come join us! 

Gospel of Uke 
 
Thinking about picking up a ukulele—or getting back to playing? Gospel 
of Uke is a fun, welcoming group that meets at Shalom every Tuesday 
from 5:00–6:00 p.m., except the second Tuesday of each 
month. 

Whether you’re a seasoned ukulele player or still 
learning your chords, come join us! It’s a great way to 
make music, have some fun, and connect with others. 



 
“SO MANY BOOKS-SO LITTLE TIME”!! Enjoy read-
ing??? Great Discussions???. Come join us at one of our 
monthly gatherings. We meet the last Monday of each 
month (unless it is a holiday) at 1 pm at Shalom. If any 
questions, call Barb at 952-297-2541 or Joann at 320-219-0810. 

Adult Bible Study 

First, the good news:  God always speaks to us through the Bible.   
 

Second, the bad news:  we don’t listen or read the Bible as  often as we 
would like. 
 

Third, the good news: we can share God’s Word in inspiring  
ways.   Come to our gatherings on Thursday mornings from 10-11:00 
am.  

Following is the list of books selected for discussion. 
 

September 28  Fire Keeper’s Daughter                         Angeline Boulley 

October 26       Theo of Golden                                       Allen Levi 

November 30  Whatever Happened to Lori Lovely   Sarah Mc Coy 

December 14    Luncheon (Tentative Date) 



Sep Shared  Ministry 







September Birthdays 

Your Shalom family rejoices with you as you celebrate the day God gave you life.  Birthday Blessings!  If we missed you birthday please let us 
know in the church office because we would like to include you in our thoughts and prayers on your birthday! 

Hospitality treats will be served in 

the Community Room between 

09/03 Fleener David 

09/04 Dalum Gwyn 

09/06 Anderson Julie 

09/06 Kingsberg Gerry 

09/07 Hildebrandt Bob 

09/07 Kliewer Dean 

09/07 Radjenovich Judy 

09/08 Carlson Carolyn 

09/11 Hoffman Judy 

09/11 Kallberg Vicki 

09/12 Carlson Richard 

09/13 Klimek Virginia 

09/15 Nagle Ruth 

09/16 Casavan Kim 

09/18 Bentson Emily 

09/19 Meehan Sam 

09/24 Malvin Lynn 

09/24 McKay Bill 

09/28 Hoffbeck Randy 

09/29 Dale John 

09/30 Neilsen Darrell 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled please 

change with another family unit If you have any problems, questions 

or concerns, or if you have an idea which would make this Sunday 

Hospitality more effective, please contact Geri at the church office. 

Thanks for your ministry in this area. 
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Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-762-8641 
office@shalomlutheran.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 

@shalomlutheranchurch 


