My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) Read 1 Peter 2:4-10.  To a great degree, the way we see ourselves determines our attitudes and actions in life.  Peter writes to discouraged believers, to help them understand and apply how God sees them.  Review and discuss the “titles” in this passage, of how God sees and what God says about you (the believer).
2) Peter describes the church as a building of “living stones.”  What does this word picture teach you about your relationship with Christ?… about the church?… about your relationships with fellow believers?
3) Who is one person (a “living stone”) in God’s family who has helped to build you up?  How did they do so?
4) If you are a member of God’s family, you are acceptable.  How does God’s acceptance of you bring hope and encouragement to you? (see Rom. 15:7; Psalm 27:10)
5) According to Peter, in Christ, we are God’s “very own possession” (v.9).  What value is placed on you?  Why?  On other people?  Why?
6) In the Old Testament, only priests had access to the presence of God.  Now Peter says that every follower of Christ is a priest (vs. 5, 9), capable and competent in Christ, to handle what happens in life.  How would Peter’s statement shock his audience then?… now?  Review, discuss and apply:  1 Pet. 2:9; 2 Tim. 2:9; 1 Cor. 12:5, 7, 27.
7) Read 1 Peter 2:10.  In Christ, “you have received God’s mercy.”  Read Isaiah 43:25; Ephesians 1:4; Isaiah 54:10.  What encouragement and hope do you find in knowing you are forgivable?  How does your experience of God’s forgiveness affect your relationships with others?
8) Christ is the “living cornerstone” (v.4)… “anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced” (v. 6).  Remember, God is for us – God is for you!  (see Romans 8:28-39).  Who is one person you can share these truths with in order to help them experience hope beyond discouragement?
What is the main thing God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.








Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, August 16
9am – Adult Sunday School Class – “Essentials for Christian Living” 
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.

TODAY’S MESSAGE, AUGUST 16, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond Discouragement”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

1 Peter 2:4-10 (New Living Translation)
4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor.
5 And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God. 6 As the Scriptures say,

“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem,
    chosen for great honor,
and anyone who trusts in him
    will never be disgraced.”
7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has given him. But for those who reject him,
“The stone that the builders rejected
    has now become the cornerstone.”
8 And,
“He is the stone that makes people stumble,
    the rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the fate that was planned for them.
9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.

10 	 “Once you had no identity as a people;
    now you are God’s people.
Once you received no mercy;
    now you have received God’s mercy.”





[bookmark: _GoBack]How to experience hope beyond discouragement:   In Christ, we are… 

1._______________________ “a chosen people” (v. 9)

…Christ has accepted you.  (Romans 15:7, NLT)

Even if my mother and father abandon me, the Lord will hold me close. 
                                                                                                     (Psalm 27:10, NLT)

2._______________________ “God’s very own possession” (v. 9)

You have been bought and paid for by Christ, so you belong to him…              
                                                                                               (1 Corinthians 7:23, LB)

Come to the Lord, the living Stone rejected as worthless by men, but chosen as valuable by God…  (1 Peter 2:4, TEV)

You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house…
                                                                                                        (1 Peter 2:5, NIV)

3._______________________ “priests” (vs. 5, 9)

…God’s instruments to do his work…  (1 Peter 2:9, MSG)

He saved us and chose us for his holy work, not because we deserved it but because that was his plan long before the world began… (2 Timothy 2:9, LB)
                                                                                                       
There are different kinds of service to God… The Holy Spirit displays God’s power through each of us as a means of helping the entire church… All of you together are the one body of Christ, and each one of you is a separate and necessary part. (1 Corinthians 12:5, 7, 27, LB)

4._______________________“you have received God’s mercy” (v. 10)

“I am the God who forgives your sins, and I do this because of who I am.  I will not hold your sins against you.”  (Isaiah 43:25, TEV)

…God chose us to be his very own, through what Christ would do for us; he decided to make us holy in his eyes without a single fault – we who stand before him covered with his love. (Eph. 1:4, LB)                                                                                               

“The mountains and hills may crumble, but my love for you will never end;” so says the Lord who loves you.  (Isaiah 54:10, TEV)

Primary message sources and recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); The Communicator’s Commentary (1 Peter) by Paul Cedar.
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