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1 John 2:20-23
Teaching sheet for 8/16/26
We often miss things in our English texts of the Bible that were meant to be understood in the Greek.  Here, we miss a play on words.  antichrists, which is ‘antichristos’ in the Greek.  Jesus Followers have an anointing, which is ‘chrisma’ in the Greek.  They both come from the same verb, ‘chiro’ that means ‘to anoint.’  The meaning of ‘Christ’ in the Greek is ‘Anointed One.’ (Letters of John, NIV Application Commentary, Gary M. Burge, 1996, pg. 128) 

Your charisma = Your anointing v. 20-21
This word for anointing, ‘charisma’, was an important word in the Old Testament.  
1 Samuel 16:11-13   2 Kings 2:9 
When we get to the New Testament, we read about the Holy Spirit filling each Jesus Follower on the day of Pentecost.  Acts 2:17-18

This is the language of anointing.  John’s congregation should have this anointing.  We should all have this anointing.  This anointing makes it possible for a Jesus Follower to discern the difference between TRUTH and LIES.  

Most Christian cults, especially the ones that go door to door, believe you are saved by works.  We call that ‘Works Righteousness.’  We believe that you are saved by grace and then good works are the fruit of your salvation:  Ephesians 2:8-10    The only way to led astray by their LIES is by not knowing God’s Word.  Without that firm foundation, it is so easy to be deceived.  

Lies about Jesus, v. 22-23
Just to be clear, Christ is not Jesus's last name.  It is a title.  It is like saying, “Jesus, the Christ.”  
When it comes to our beliefs and practices in the Church, we normally divide them into two categories: Essential and Non-Essential.  A non-essential belief or practice is neither condemned nor prescribed in God’s Word.  Salvation by the blood of Jesus is an essential, while eternal assurance or falling from grace is a non-essential.  
So what is the #1 essential belief?  It’s the Incarnation of Jesus Christ.  
While it remains a true mystery, we understand a few things:
· The virgin birth was a creative miracle through the power of the Holy Spirit that was possible without any physical contact.  Luke 1:35 
· From conception, Jesus was fully divine and fully human.  Luke 2:11 Then, as a boy, Jesus had supernatural knowledge: Luke 2:46-47 
· The birth of Jesus Christ is not a myth or an analogy of each human person’s divinity.  The incarnation happened at a particular moment in time and space.  
It is a historical fact that was predicted by the Prophets of the Old Testament:  
Genesis 3:15  Isaiah 7:14  Micah 5:2
Now, I need to explain why the Doctrine of the Incarnation is the foundation of all other beliefs in the church.  Jesus told His disciples that if they had seen Him, they had seen the Father: John 14:9-10 
Without the Incarnation, there can be no Atonement/Forgiveness of Sins.  There needed to be a sinless human being to represent sinful humanity before a Holy God.  
2 Corinthians 5:21 “ 
Having come in the flesh, Jesus is able to have compassion for our existence in the flesh.  Hebrews 4:14-16 

Without the Incarnation, there is no cross and no empty tomb.  There is no resurrection of the dead.  We lose it all.  Now, do you see why John is so strong in his condemnation of those who preach a false gospel?  We need to defend the Incarnation with the same vigor in our day!  Amen.

HOMEWORK:
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Are you aware of the Holy Spirit’s work in you?  Do you consider it important to study scripture so you can expose lies?
2 – The Incarnation of Jesus is a core doctrine of our Apostolic Faith.  Check out this article to begin your study of this doctrine: https://firebrandmag.com/articles/the-mystery-of-godliness-the-transformative-power-of-the-incarnation
3 –August 23: 1 John 2:24-27 “Orthodoxy”


