

2

One Big Beautiful Family
Matthew 15:21-28
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Series A, Pentecost 12, August 16, 2026
. . . a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, ‘Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David . . .  Matthew 15:22
How many of you remember this song?
Jesus loves the little children,
All the children of the world.
Red and yellow, black and white, 
They are precious in his sight;
 Jesus loves the little children of the world.  
(By Claire Herbert Woolston)
Maybe you sang this song in Sunday school. The point of the song is that God’s love in Jesus Christ is for everyone.  We know that.  But we have a hard time remembering it. Even Jesus’ disciples had a hard time realizing that Jesus came to be the Savior, the Messiah, of everyone.
Here’s the background for today’s Gospel lesson.  Jesus, tired from teaching and healing, withdraws to the region of Tyre and Sidon, modern day Lebanon. Jesus and his disciples have been invited to dinner at the home of a Jewish man. This is Gentile territory but Jews live here too.  I imagine the house is big and on a bluff overlooking the Mediterranean Sea.  Big windows are wide open to take in the cool breeze and the view.  
While everyone is eating, a Gentile woman enters the house, uninvited, perhaps through an open window.  She begs Jesus to heal her daughter.  Somehow the woman has heard of Jesus and the wonderful things he’s done.  News had traveled about his healing miracles.  Maybe she’s heard about Jesus feeding 5,000 people with five loaves of bread and two fish not that long ago. She cries out to Jesus, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” (v 22) 
Just imagine how disruptive of a fine dinner party with dozens of guests this must have been!  She cries out, not once but multiple times.  She throws herself at Jesus’ feet.  But Jesus says nothing. He’s silent. What an incredibly awkward moment!  But though no one is saying anything out loud, the thoughts of this crowd are practically shouting.
Everyone here, accept Jesus, views her with contempt.  Even the prejudice of Matthew, the Gospel writer, screams at us.  He identifies her, not by name, but by an ethnic slur.  He calls her a Canaanite.  There hadn’t been any Canaanites around for hundreds of years. But that’s how 1st Century Jews viewed Gentiles.  She was actually a Syro-Phoenician who probably spoke Greek, like everyone else in those days. 
How do the disciples, these future leaders of the church, react to her need? They tell Jesus, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” (v 23)  Does their response to someone in need sound familiar? It should.  That’s basically how the disciples responded to 5,000 hungry people in a remote place not that long before. Jesus had preached and healed all day. As the sun was setting the disciples told Jesus “send the crowds away to go . . . and buy food for themselves.” (Matthew 14:14)  But Jesus didn’t do that.  With five loaves of bread and two fish he fed the crowd, more than they needed.  And now, a few weeks later, here’s an anguished woman crying out for help, but the disciples still haven’t learned much. “Send her away,” they say.  
Jesus is very much aware of the prejudices of these people. So he gives voice to what they’re thinking. “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  (v 24)  That’s not true, but ever since the Jews had returned from exile, that’s they way most Jews thought. Ezra, one of their leaders, had even forced Jewish men who had married Gentile women to divorce their wives. It was cruel and contrary to everything we know about God’s love, but that kind of thinking persisted for another 400 years.  Despite the prejudice, this woman doesn’t give up.  Despite the hostility, she continues to cry out, “Lord, help me.” (v 25)  
Just how hostile is this bunch?  Well, in their opinion, Gentiles like her were garbage eating dogs. Can you imagine thinking of another human being that way?  Again, Jesus gives voice to what they’re thinking.  He says, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”  (v 26) This is shocking, but by saying out loud what they’re thinking, Jesus exposes how shameful their attitude is.
But this woman just won’t be turned away! One of our shut-ins explained why. “She’s a mother.”  If you’re a mom and your child has a health crisis, you’re not going to just shut up and go away.  You’re going to get loud and agitated until you get the help your daughter needs. And that’s what this woman does.  She doesn’t even care if it means she has to be humiliated in public by people who treat her with contempt. She just keeps it up. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” (v 27)
Think about that for a moment. She’s begging for even a crumb of grace.  Does that remind you of something else Jesus said? Does“mustard seed” ring a bell? “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20) Those words of Jesus beautifully describe this woman’s faith. She’s begging Jesus, “All I need is a crumb of grace, just enough to heal my daughter, and I’ll go away.”
What a contrast this is from the disciples just a few weeks earlier.  When that crowd got finished eating bread and fish, what did the disciples do?  They gathered up twelve big basketsful of leftovers. Not crumbs, but great big, load carrying baskets.  Yet with so much left over, it never crossed their minds to tell the crowds to take some home.  The lesson for us is that Jesus is more than generous with his grace. He gives us more grace than we can even imagine.
The disciples picked up twelve basketsful of leftovers, but all this Gentile woman wants is a crumb of grace to move one mountain.  She wants her daughter healed!  Jesus is deeply moved by her pleading. “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.”  The Bible tells us,“her daughter was healed instantly.” (v 28)   
That word healed in Greek means she was cured.  But it means more than that.  It also means she was restored from a state of sin and condemnation.  So not only is the daughter healed, but both she and her mother are saved. Why should we be surprised?  Isn’t that what St. Paul says? “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will saved.” (Romans 10:13)  And that’s exactly what this woman did.
What’s this teach us?  It teaches us that Jesus wants to heal, save, and restore everyone! Full healing of our bodies won’t happen until the resurrection, when Jesus returns, but he wants to heal and restore our spirits today. Regardless of race, ethnicity, tribe, language, or culture, that is what he wants for you, for me, and for everyone. God offers this gift by faith, “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). That includes everybody, no exceptions.
Ethel Waters once said, “I am somebody, ‘cause God don’t make no junk!”  Whoever you are - black or white or in between, English-speaking or Spanish-speaking or Chinese-speaking or Arabic-speaking - God made you. He loves you. He sent his Son Jesus Christ to redeem you from sin and restore to you dignity, healing, and worth. God doesn’t do that for junk. 
We’ll close with this.
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in His justice,
Which is more than liberty. Amen.
(By Frederick William Faber, 19th Century, public domain)
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Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
1 Thus says the LORD:
“Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon my salvation will come,
    and my righteousness be revealed.

6 “And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
    to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
    and to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
    and holds fast my covenant—
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain,
    and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
    will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
    for all peoples.”
8 The Lord GOD,
    who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,
“I will gather yet others to him
    besides those already gathered.”
Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32
1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . .
12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! . . .
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? . . . 
28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now[e] receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.
Matthew 15:21-28
21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.







