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That’s My King, Part 6: The Proving of the King, Matthew 4: 1-11

INTRODUCTION:  Matthew chapter 4 begins with Jesus being led by the Spirit into the wilderness, specifically “to be tempted by the devil.” In stating “That’s My King” we see again that Jesus is showing us how to deal with our own temptations and testing.   
Jesus has just been publicly identified as the Son of God, and immediately Satan challenges that very identity:  “If You are the Son of God...”   Satan is essentially saying, “If that's who You are, prove it.”  But Jesus doesn't need to prove His identity to Satan. Instead, He demonstrates what kind of Son He is—and what kind of King He is. He is a King who will not be ruled by His appetite.  He will be ruled by the will of His Father.  And in this encounter, we see three truths about the proving of the King.

1.  THE REALITY OF TESTING
“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.”
											Matthew 4: 1-2
· Led by the Spirit – Mark 1: 14-15
· The Lord’s Submission  – Hebrews 4: 14-16
· Looking for Satan – 1 Peter 5:8
2. THE RESPONSE TO TESTING
“But He answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”’”
                 										Matthew 4:3
· Discern the War – Ephesians 6:12
· 1 John 2: 15-16    ”Lust of the Flesh” – live life dominated by the senses. Desire centered in our nature without regard to the will of God.  ”Lust of the Eyes” – desiring what we see. Captivated by materialism. The eyes are closely related to the heart.  “The Pride of Life” – the arrogant spirit of self- sufficiency.  The desire for recognition, status, and advantage in life.
· Deliver the Word  – Eph. 6:17 ; Psalm 119:11 
· Defend the Work – John 5:19 
· Dedicate to Worship – Revelation 15:4
3.  THE RESULT OF TESTING
“Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.”															Matthew 4:11
· Devil’s Retreat – James 4:7
· Divine Response  – James 1: 2-4
CONCLUSION
Matthew 4 begins with Jesus hungry in the wilderness and ends with Jesus ministered to by angels.  In between, He faced the enemy and stood firm.  Satan offered Him bread (the lust of the flesh).  Jesus chose the Father's Word.  Satan offered Him spectacular recognition (the lust of the eyes).  Jesus refused to test His Father's faithfulness.  Satan offered Him the kingdoms of the world (the pride of life).  Jesus refused to bypass the cross in order to obtain the crown.  He showed he will go God's way.  He lives by God's Word.  He obeys God's will.
So when we are tested, we’re to remember to trust the Word of God, and also remember that Jesus was tempted in every way that we are and He is here for us.  So when the enemy says “Prove yourself,” we don’t have to.  Our King has already been proven for us.
