Week 3: Faith & Works Week 3: Faith & Works

Sermon Series: James: Faith & Works Sermon Series: James: Faith & Works
Key Verses: James 1:2—-12; 2 Timothy 3:12 Key Verses: James 1:2—12; 2 Timothy 3:12
Speaker: Dr. Justin Hardcastle Speaker: Dr. Justin Hardcastle
Big Idea: Faith without works is a dead faith, but living faith produces action that Big Idea: Faith without works is a dead faith, but living faith produces action that
reflects Jesus. reflects Jesus.
According to James, faith that never moves us to action is not healthy faith. He is According to James, faith that never moves us to action is not healthy faith. He is
showing us what saving faith looks like when it is alive. showing us what saving faith looks like when it is alive.
Real Faith Produces Real Real Faith Produces Real
* Read: James 2:14. James begins with two direct questions: “What good is * Read: James 2:14. James begins with two direct questions: “What good is
it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can
that faith save him?” He is not saying we are saved by our works. that faith save him?” He is not saying we are saved by our works.
¢ Read: Ephesians 2:8-9. We are saved by grace through faith. We are saved » Read: Ephesians 2:8-9. We are saved by grace through faith. We are saved
because of what Jesus has done. because of what Jesus has done.
» Read: Ephesians 2:10. We are not saved by works, but we are saved for » Read: Ephesians 2:10. We are not saved by works, but we are saved for
good works. A living faith produces visible fruit. good works. A living faith produces visible fruit.
* Read: Matthew 7:16-20. Jesus said you will recognize them by their fruits. » Read: Matthew 7:16-20. Jesus said you will recognize them by their fruits.
Empty Words Are Not The Same As Obedient Empty Words Are Not The Same As Obedient
* Read: James 2:15-17. He says imagine a brother or sister is poorly clothed » Read: James 2:15-17. He says imagine a brother or sister is poorly clothed
and lacking daily food. And someone says, “Go in peace, be warmed and and lacking daily food. And someone says, “Go in peace, be warmed and
filled,” but does nothing to help. filled,” but does nothing to help.

« Faith is tested by how we respond to people in need. « Faith is tested by how we respond to people in need.
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« Living faith notices people. Living faith prays, but it also helps. Living faith
encourages, but it also acts. Living faith does not say, “I hope someone does
something.” Living faith asks, “Lord, how can You use me?”

» James says faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

Belief Alone Is Not The Same As

e Read: James 2:18-19. Even demons believe certain true things about God.

¢ We need sound doctrine, but if our belief never becomes obedience,
something is missing.

Faith And Works Move

e Read: James 2:20-24.
» Abraham’s faith was also revealed through obedience, and was active along

with his works. One without the other is incomplete. A tree does not produce
fruit to become alive. A tree produces fruit because it is alive.

Living Faith Makes A

e Read: James 2:26. James is telling us a body without breath has no life. But
the good news is this: through Jesus, your faith can be alive.

What Is God Speaking to me today?:
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