Series: Seek first the Kingdom of God: Finding God in the Background, a study in Esther
Sermon: A Portrait of a Petty Person
Primary Text: Esther 3:5-15; 5:9-14; 6:1-11; 7:7-10

Discussion guide:
· Share some examples from your life or other places where you see mis-prioritizing happening, that is making minor things major and vis versa. 
· How does the world mis-prioritize?
· How does submission to God and following Jesus Christ help us put things in their proper perspective?
· Why does the absence or disregard of God lead to mis-prioritizing?
· Read Esther 3:1-15
· How does Haman display a cheap, unstable anger?
· How does being quick to anger display an absence of God?
· How does being slow to anger display the presence of God? (see Numbers 14:18, Proverbs 14:29)
· How does overreacting in anger display an absence of God?
· How does appropriate reaction to anger display the presence of God?
· How does selfish anger display an absence of God?
· How does selfless anger display the presence of God?
· How do you invite God into your angry moments?
· Read Esther 5:9-14
· Where does Haman get his joy?
· Where do Godly people get their joy?
· What robbed Haman of his joy?
· How does fragile joy display an absence of God?
· How does a resilient joy display the presence of God?
· How do you invite God into your joyful moments?
· How do you invite God into your despairing moments?
· Read Esther 6:1-11 & 7:7-10
· How does Haman make his own fears come true?
· How do self-fulfilling fears display the absence of God?
· Why are decisions made from fear usually destructive?
· What do the Godly base their decisions on?
· How does fearing God guard us against all other fears? (see Proverbs 14:26)
· How do you invite God into your fearful moments?
