[bookmark: _Hlk204170053]St. Paul UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST


July 5, 2026     	                     	10:30am
Welcome!  Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here.  Large print bulletins are available at either door.  Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. 

“Please note that this service will be live-streamed on Facebook.  If you do not wish to be visible on camera, please let an usher know so we can take appropriate measures to ensure 
your privacy."


[image: John the Baptist Doubts in Prison: A Lesson]


Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Christopher Dickmeyer, Musician

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
*Please rise in body or spirit
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements	
We welcome you today in the name of the One who frees us from every burden, renews our spirits and inspires hope and joy in our living. May this time of worship encourage and lift you up.
Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
*Call to Worship (Responsive) (inspired by Psalm 45)
One: In joy and gladness, enter the presence of the Sovereign One who rules and reigns over all creation. Worship the Holy One!
Many: The voice of the Holy One is powerful and gracious, loving and challenging, compassionate and convicting.
One: In joy and gladness, receive the fresh wind of the Spirit who ignites our hearts and connects us to one another. Worship the Holy Spirit!
Many: The voice of the Holy Spirit gives wisdom, discernment, comfort, and confirmation.
One: In joy and gladness, follow the path of the Embodied One. Worship God With Us!
Many: The voice of God With Us models for us what to say and how to live. Praise God!
*Invocation 				
God of all nations and all peoples, bless us as we gather in your name. Open us to vessels in building your kingdom and spreading the good news of life and liberty. May we drink from the well of your abundance. May our cups overflow with your love. May our hearts burn in your presence. Be with us in this time and place. Amen.
*Hymn of Praise #507 New Century	                                          Jesus-The Very Thought to Me
Prayer for Transformation and New Life	
Holy One, we come before you from different perspectives. Some come in a spirit of celebration. Others bring lament and despair. All of us benefit from the power of transformed lives, individually, relationally, and communally. We pray in the assurance that new life is available. We ask for the strength, courage, and persistence to seek your kingdom, peace, justice and righteousness in any and all circumstances and for all people and creation. Amen.			  	                                     
                                                           <pause for silent reflection >

Words of Grace				
One: The God of the covenant is still with us. By the power of the Spirit, we receive the fruit necessary to fuel our shared commitment and commission to building the world as God would have it over the world we inherit.
Many: God has given us everything we need to contribute, including the community of faith so that we do not labor alone.
*Response of Praise 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.  Amen. Amen.
Written Word        		             Zechariah 9:9-12
					Romans 7:15-25a
[bookmark: _Hlk233541388]				      Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
[bookmark: _Hlk216260185]Hymn #449 New Century                                                			    Softly and Tenderly
Message                                                    Feelin’ Groovy?                                  Rev. Jim Oleson                               
         Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30                                                
Church in Prayer
      Pastoral Prayer    
      Lord’s Prayer (Debts, Debtors)
Offertory
     Invitation to Generosity
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication 
Giving God, make us a people who not only receive your gifts, but empower us to give in mutual measure so that all needs are met. Bless these gifts and amplify their impact as a witness to your goodness and so all may flourish in your name. Amen.



The Lord’s Supper 
INVITATION TO CHRIST’S TABLE
COMMUNION PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
(Please hold each of the elements as it is distributed so that we may partake each together.  The inner ring of cups in each tray holds juice rather than wine.)
* THANKSGIVING PRAYER		(unison)
Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen.
 *Closing Hymn #506 New Century                                               What A Friend We Have in Jesus
 *Commission and Benediction
 *Christ’s Light Leads Us into the World
 *Congregational Response #531 New Century              God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak
                                                                                                                                               (Verse 1)                                                   
*Ringing of the Bell and Postlude    
[bookmark: _Hlk212035139]


903 Meier Road, Old Monroe, Missouri 63369
stpauluccom@gmail.com
Website: stpauluccom.com
636-665-5329

OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Jim – Monday & Tuesday 8:00am to Noon
Church Office
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
 Friday: 9:00am - Noon














































It Happens  
Here          St. Paul UCC
	   Weekly Calendar
     July 5th – July 12th             

July 5th        Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30am       Worship
11:30am       Fellowship Hour 
  



July 12th        Seventh Sunday after     
                       Pentecost
10:30am       Worship
11:30am       Fellowship Hour                         

Looking Ahead

July 20th
5:15pm	         Council Meeting




________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR GIVING IN 2026
	     Needed weekly to meet our commitments   $2190.29                                                    $ 2190.29
[bookmark: _Hlk217982189]	General Fund Offering June 28th                   $  1250.00               June Average                    $ 1133.75	Stewardship Offering June 28th                      $   300.00                May Average                    $ 1978.00
______ __________________________________________________ __ ____________________ ________

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY`
  
Saturday, July 18: BBQ at St. John’s UCC at Weldon Spring. Dine in or carry out. Serving 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or till gone.












           Thank you to all our volunteers!
  
   Greeters/Ushers
   Bobby Roskowske & Joyce Noble

   Acolyte
   Bobby Roskowske

   Liturgist
  
 
   Fellowship Hour
   Messenger

[image: Hand lettering thank you with decorative graphic Clipart PNG | SimilarPNG]
In our prayers … 

[bookmark: _Hlk193704959]This week we added the Family of Lauretta T. to our prayers.

[bookmark: _Hlk221447813]We continue to keep in our prayers Lynn and Ron D., Ernie M., Eileen T., Chuck and Marlene, Lyle R., Jamie, Nor, Rick C., Carolyn M., Jackie, Ray C., Belinda D., Linda M., Brittany and Edward, Steve, Mary and Jerry, Pat G., Jack B., and Randy M.
	
We lift up in our prayers those who need prayers for their long-term circumstances: Carol Jean P. and Jane M.

                                            
First Aid & CPR Training, Thursday, July 30th at Oasis Resource Center from 6:00pm to 8:30pm. Training includes Emergency Situations, Basic Life Supports, Get Started with CPR, Get Started with First Aid, Real-life Demonstration.
Register at INFO@OASISRESOURCECENTER.ORG or call 636-775-2711. Space is limited.  Class led by Jim Wright with LCAD.  CERTIFICATION NOT INCLUDED!

REMINDER…Please DO NOT adjust the programmable thermostat in the Sanctuary.
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