[bookmark: _Hlk204170053]St. Paul UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST


August 16, 2026     	                     	10:30am
Welcome!  Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here.  Large print bulletins are available at either door.  Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. 

“Please note that this service will be live-streamed on Facebook.  If you do not wish to be visible on camera, please let an usher know so we can take appropriate measures to ensure 
your privacy."


[image: The Parable of the Talents. Matthew 25:14-30 by EvolvingParty on DeviantArt]


Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Christopher Dickmeyer, Musician
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
*Please rise in body or spirit
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements	
We welcome you today in the name of the One who frees us from every burden, renews our spirits and inspires hope and joy in our living. May this time of worship encourage and lift you up.
Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
*Call to Worship (Responsive) 
ONE:  God’s works are so numerous!  Done in wisdom, this is evident in the richness of the earth.
MANY:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and help us not to forget what God has done for us.
ONE:  Let us make our promises to the Lord now in the presence of everyone, in the sanctuary of God’s house.
MANY:  We will offer to God the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the Lord.
*Invocation 				
Almighty God: from the beginning of time
to the end of eternity, you have chosen 
to use your power and majesty to love us,
to redeem us, to shape us as your people.
King of Kings and Lord of Lords: you became weak so you could confront the strength of sin and death, confounding their ridicule with your resurrection.
Spirit of God, resting upon us:
may your power enflame us with your peace;
may your peace touch us with your grace;
may your grace fill us with your hope;
may your hope lead us into your Kingdom.  Amen.
*Hymn of Praise #439 New Century	                                          A Mighty Fortress is Our God

* Unison Prayer		(Unison)
Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, who satisfies the desire of all living things, we give you thanks that in your mercy you have brought us through the years and to this day, and that seedtime and harvest have not ceased.  We thank you that you have crowned the year with your goodness and given us the kindly fruits of the earth.  We pray that you will give us grace that we may receive them thankfully and use them carefully for our comfort, for the relief of those in need, and for your glory.  Help us to know that we do not live by bread alone.  Help us to feed on Him who is the bread of life. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
*Response of Praise 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.  Amen. Amen.
Written Word                              Genesis 45:1-15
			              Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
				    Matthew 25:14-30
[bookmark: _Hlk216260185]Hymn #304 New Century                                                   All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name
Message                                         Not Talent but Trust                                    Rev. Jim Oleson                               
    Matthew 25: 14-30                                                
Church in Prayer
      Pastoral Prayer    
      Lord’s Prayer (Debts, Debtors)
Offertory
     Invitation to Generosity
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication 
All things have their origin with you, Lord, and from these riches we freely give, that your church might grow in this place and throughout the world. Amen.
*Closing Hymn #28 New Century                                                  For the Beauty of the Earth
 *Commission and Benediction
 *Christ’s Light Leads Us into the World
 *Congregational Response #531 New Century             God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak
                                                                                                                                              (Verse 1)                                               *Ringing of the Bell and Postlude    
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903 Meier Road, Old Monroe, Missouri 63369
stpauluccom@gmail.com
Website: stpauluccom.com
636-665-5329

OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Jim – Monday & Tuesday 8:00am to Noon
Church Office
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Friday: 9:00am - Noon









































It Happens  
Here           St. Paul UCC
	   Weekly Calendar
     August 16th – August 23rd          

August 16th   Twelfth Sunday after     
                        Pentecost
10:30am         Worship
11:30am         Fellowship Hour – Gifford   
                       Anniversary Celebration

                       September Messenger articles           
                       are due TODAY.                                             

August 17th
5:15pm           Council Meeting

August 23rd    Thirteenth Sunday after     
                         Pentecost
10:30am         Worship
11:30am         Fellowship Hour

Looking Ahead



________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR GIVING IN 2026
	     Needed weekly to meet our commitments   $2190.29                                                $ 2190.29
[bookmark: _Hlk217982189]              General Fund Offering August 9th                 $      810.00                 July Average             $ 1075.00	Stewardship Offering August 9th                   $        50.00                June Average            $ 1133.75
______ __________________________________________________ __ ____________________ ________

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY`
  
Sunday, August 16: Femme Osage UCC Annual Picnic. Kettle-cooked Beef and Chicken Dinners, serving from 11:30am to 6pm. Outside Buffet and Carry outs available.

Sunday, September 20: St. Paul’s UCC Annual Chicken Dinner & Country Store. Dine in or carry out from 11am to 5pm.










        
          Thank you to all our volunteers!
  
   Greeters/Ushers
   Sharon Brinkman & Mary Anne Lee

   Acolyte
   Joyce Noble

   Liturgist
   
 
   Fellowship Hour
   Gifford Anniversary Celebration

[image: Hand lettering thank you with decorative graphic Clipart PNG | SimilarPNG]
In our prayers … 

[bookmark: _Hlk193704959]This week we continue to keep in our prayers:

Lynn and Ron D., Ernie M., Eileen T., Lyle R., Jamie, Nor, Rick C., Carolyn M., Jackie, Belinda D., Linda M., Brittany and Edward, Mary and Jerry, Pat G., Randy M., David, Rick L., Bob S., Billy, Maura and Tara.
We lift up in our prayers those who need prayers for their long-term circumstances: Carol Jean P. and Jane M.
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