[bookmark: _Hlk204170053]St. Paul UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST


July 26, 2026     	                     	10:30am
Welcome!  Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here.  Large print bulletins are available at either door.  Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. 

“Please note that this service will be live-streamed on Facebook.  If you do not wish to be visible on camera, please let an usher know so we can take appropriate measures to ensure 
your privacy."
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Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Carolyn Meier, Musician
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
*Please rise in body or spirit
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements	
We welcome you today in the name of the One who frees us from every burden, renews our spirits and inspires hope and joy in our living. May this time of worship encourage and lift you up.
Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
*Call to Worship (Responsive) 
ONE:  The God of heaven has made a home on earth,
MANY:  Christ dwells among us and is one with us.
ONE:  The highest in all creation lives among the least,
MANY:  Christ journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary.
ONE:  Come now all who thirst,
MANY:  And drink the water of life.
ONE:  Come now all who hunger,
MANY:  And be filled with good things.
ONE:  Come now all who seek
MANY:  And be warmed by the fire of love.
*Invocation 				
Most wonderful God, we approach you with our small lives, our tiny minds and our large ignorance, but also with our purest longings and hopes.
 
We want to worship you with all that we have and are, but unless you encourage and assist us, we will fail in this our holiest intention.
 
Therefore, please let your Spirit move in our hearts and minds, lifting us above things of secondary importance, and concentrating our whole being on your love and beauty.
 
Through Christ Jesus who is the source of our confidence and the joy of our hearts desiring.
Amen!


*Hymn of Praise #67 New Century	                                    Let Me Enter God’s Own Dwelling
Prayer for Transformation and New Life	
Loving God, please give us thankful hearts for all that has been beautiful and good, and give us the love to repent for that which has been ugly and evil. Help us to turn sharply away from all that is twisted and wrong, from all that neglects others and all that hurts others. Help us to turn away from all that harms our own souls, from everything that mars the inner divine image which is our truest nature and priceless treasure. Help us to turn completely toward you and move toward the beauty of your holiness. By faith, we accept from you the saving love that forgives, restores and recommissions us for the business of glorifying you by loving service through all the common scenes of life.
This is our need, and this is our prayer. Through Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.	
                                                           <pause for silent reflection >
[bookmark: _Hlk234225619]Words of Grace				
One: You are God’s precious family. 
As God’s children, in God’s embrace, you are forgiven and free.
Many: Thanks be to God.
*Response of Praise 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.  Amen. Amen.
Mission Moment
[bookmark: _Hlk234824235]Written Word        		        Genesis 29:15-28
				          Romans 8:26-39
[bookmark: _Hlk234225720]				  Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52
[bookmark: _Hlk216260185]Hymn #425 New Century                                                              For the Fruit of All Creation
Message                                            Small Beginnings                                        Rev. Jim Oleson                               
 Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52                                                
Church in Prayer
      Pastoral Prayer    
      Lord’s Prayer (Debts, Debtors)
Offertory
     Invitation to Generosity

*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication 
Loving God, to the treasures of creation you have added the gems of the Spirit and the great pearl of the Gospel. Give us the wisdom to cherish your gifts, to share their bounty, and to glory in your generosity. Through Christ Jesus, in the power of your Spirit. Amen.
*Closing Hymn #439 New Century                                               A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
 *Commission and Benediction
 *Christ’s Light Leads Us into the World
 *Congregational Response #531 New Century              God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak
                                                                                                                                               (Verse 1)                                                   
*Ringing of the Bell and Postlude    
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903 Meier Road, Old Monroe, Missouri 63369
stpauluccom@gmail.com
Website: stpauluccom.com
636-665-5329

OFFICE HOURS
Pastor Jim – Monday & Tuesday 8:00am to Noon
Church Office
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Friday: 9:00am - Noon














































It Happens  
Here          St. Paul UCC
	   Weekly Calendar
     July 26th – August 2nd            

July 26th        Ninth Sunday after   
                       Pentecost
10:30am        Worship
11:30am        Fellowship Hour

July 27th-30th
                                 Joann on vacation




August 2nd     Tenth Sunday after     
                        Pentecost
10:30am         Worship
11:30am         Fellowship Hour – Pasta with   
                                                     the Pastor                      

Looking Ahead

August 17th
5:15pm       Council Meeting


________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR GIVING IN 2026
	     Needed weekly to meet our commitments   $2190.29                                                    $ 2190.29
[bookmark: _Hlk217982189]	General Fund Offering July 19th                     $    410.00              June Average                    $ 1133.75	Stewardship Offering July 19th                       $      25.00               May Average                    $ 1978.00
______ __________________________________________________ __ ____________________ ________

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY`
  
Sunday, August 9: Immaculate Conception Parish Picnic. Prime Beef and Chicken Dinners, Serving from 11am to 6pm. Carry outs available from 11:45am to 7:30pm.












           Thank you to all our volunteers!
  
   Greeters/Ushers
   Richard Warren & Bob Bothe

   Acolyte
   Janet Drown

   Liturgist
   
 
   Fellowship Hour
   Worship
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In our prayers … 

[bookmark: _Hlk193704959]This week we added the Family of Carol S., and the Family of Margaret D. to our prayers.

We continue to keep in our prayers Lynn and Ron D., Ernie M., Eileen T., Lyle R., Jamie, Nor, Rick C., Carolyn M., Jackie, Ray C., Belinda D., Linda M., Brittany and Edward, Mary and Jerry, Pat G., Jack B., Randy M., David, Rick L., and the Family of Angie T.

We lift up in our prayers those who need prayers for their long-term circumstances: Carol Jean P. and Jane M.

                                            
First Aid & CPR Training, Thursday, July 30th at Oasis Resource Center from 6:00pm to 8:30pm. Training includes Emergency Situations, Basic Life Supports, Get Started with CPR, Get Started with First Aid, Real-life Demonstration.
Register at INFO@OASISRESOURCECENTER.ORG or call 636-775-2711. Space is limited.  Class led by Jim Wright with LCAD.  CERTIFICATION NOT INCLUDED!

REMINDER…Please DO NOT adjust the programmable thermostat in the Sanctuary.
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