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ARE YOU RETREATING TO BONDAGE OR GROWING IN GRACE? 
(Galatians 4:8-11)


A. The Galatian Believers’ Present Liberty as Sons & Heirs (4:7)

     1. As a believer in Christ, you are now a ___________ legally and positionally in Christ and in the eyes of God, and you are no longer a _______________ of the law (3:25; Rom. 7:6) and false gods (4:8-9).


· What else are you no longer a servant of now that you are in Christ? (Rom. 6:6-7)


     2. As believers in Christ with adult sonship status and co-heirs with Him, we are still _________________ of the Lord Jesus ______________________, even if not _____________________ in our walk with Him. (Rom. 6:18, 22; 14:4; 1 Cor. 7:22; Gal. 1:10; 5:13; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:24; 4:1; 2 Tim. 2:21; Rev. 22:3-4)


· What principle did Jesus teach about sin, servitude, and freedom? (John 8:30-36)



B. The Galatian Believers’ Past Religious Slavery (4:8)

     1. Before the Galatians were saved, they did ______________________ God and they needed to hear the __________________of Jesus Christ. (John 17:3; Rom. 10:17; 1 Thess. 4:5; 2 Thess. 1:8; 1 Tim. 2:4-6)
 

     2. Before the Galatians were saved, they ________________ false gods (Acts 14:5-18) to whom they were in _________________.


· What does this say about the “innocent native” stereotype?


· How do all world religions lead to bondage in contrast to true, biblical Christianity?



C. The Galatian Believers’ Present Spiritual State (4:9-10)

     1. After the Galatians were saved and _________________ to return to bondage, they were known _______ God, but they were not knowing Him ______________________ in their walk. (v. 9; John 14:7-9; 1 Cor. 15:34; 1 John 2:3-4; 4:7-8)


     2. Religious law-keeping is _____________ because it is based on the _________________ (Rom. 8:3; Gal. 3:3); and it is ____________ by comparison with our _________________ in Christ (Eph. 1:3; 2:7). (v. 9)



     3. The Galatians returned to the legalism of keeping Jewish _______________________, which involved:

         a) ____________________, or the weekly Sabbath (Exodus 20:9-11).

         b) ____________________, or the celebration of new months (Numbers 10:10; 1 Chron. 23:31).

         c) ____________________, or the seven major annual feasts of Israel (Leviticus 23).

         d) ____________________, or the sabbatical years and the year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:1-11).


     4. Dispensationally, the requirement to keep the Sabbath was given only to ________________ after their Exodus from Egypt (Exod. 16:22-30; 20:10-12; Neh. 9:9-14), and the Lord predicted He would __________________ their Sabbath-keeping for a long period of time (Hos. 2:11; 3:4-5), presumably throughout the church age, before reinstituting it in the future _________________________________ (Isa. 66:23; Ezek. 46:1).


     5. Under the dispensation of grace, keeping or not keeping any “day” is a matter of individual ____________ before the Lord and should not be _______________ by others. (Rom. 14:1-6; Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 4:1-11)


     6. Of the Ten Commandments, keeping the Sabbath is the _______________ commandment ____________ repeated in the New Testament for church-age believers.


· Since we as church-age believers are not under the Mosaic Law but under grace, how should we view the rest of the Ten Commandments? (see supplemental handout)






D. The Galatian Believers’ Future Spiritual Prospect (4:11, 19)

     1. Paul feared that the Galatians would not _____________________________ (Eph. 4:13, 15; 2 Peter 3:18) and be transformed into the likeness of ______________________________ (2 Cor. 3:18; Col. 3:10). 



     2. For the Galatians to turn back to legalism would mean their initial _______________________ for Christ (Gal. 3:4) and Paul’s “labor” of teaching and ____________________ for them (Acts 14:20-24) would be “in vain” as their Christian lives thereafter would be lived in the _________________ rather than the ______________________ (Gal. 3:3-4; 5:16).



· Are you returning to the bondage of legalism or growing in grace?


