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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Interim Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen  

12th Sunday After Pentecost  
August 16, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.  

Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERING  
PRELUDE   

INTRODUCTION  
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The 
Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As 
Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering 
around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,  

Amen.  

Jesus says , “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God ’s love. 

Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN   “Soli Deo Gloria ” ELW 878 vs. 1,3,5 

 

  

Ordinary Time  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son 
to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

ANTHEM   “Children of the Heavenly Father”  Majkin and K irsten Palmer  
  Accompanied by Gary Elmquist  

READINGS  
Isaiah 56:1, 6 -8 

 1 Thus says the  Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be 
revealed.  
6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his 
servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant — 7 these I will bring to my holy 
mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my 
altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8 Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of 
Israel: I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

Romans 11:1 -2a, 29-32 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.  
29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received 
mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also, they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, 
they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  

CHILDREN’S  TIME  

BLESSING OF THE BACK PACKS   

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 15th chapter beginning at the 10th verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 15:21-28 
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came 
out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 
me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be 
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

THE APOSTLE S’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he d escended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.   

Amen  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Merciful God,  

receive our prayer.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 
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MEAL  
OFFERTORY   Carson Palmer, Piano  

 “Sanctuary”  Majkin Palmer  

NOISY OFFERING  

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

Loving God,  

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.   

Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Page 107 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise yo ur 
name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 108 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.   
Amen.  

COMMUNION  
This is the table of God. All who hunger for God's presence in their lives are invited to receive bread and wine. Please come  
forward at the direction of the  usher. Our bread is gluten free, prepared and baked in a kitchen excluding wheat flour. The 
wine is in the outer, darker circle of glasses in the communion trays while the lighter glasses in the center contain  grape juice. 
Should you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your chest. 
Come and see that the Lord is good.  
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LA MB OF GOD  Page 112 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “Let Us Break Bread”  ELW 471  
 “As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465  
 “Eat This Bread”  ELW 472  
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Compassionate God,  

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, 
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishin g us now and forever.  

Amen.  

SENDING  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BLESSING  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  

Amen  

SENDING HYMN  “Jesus Shall Reign”  ELW 434 (1,2,5)  

SENDING  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   
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Preacher/ Presider  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Looschen  

Council Hosts:  Amy Ley  

Eric Perderson  

Ushers:  Holly Keenan  

Ann Pederson  

Reader:  Barb Mohr  

Communion 
Assistants:  

Barb Mohr  

Dwight Tilford  

Organist/Pianist:  Gary Elmquist  

Livestream Operator  Karl Heichelhiem  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by 
permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and 
Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

Welcome to Worship!  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can 
sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the 
front. 

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir 
Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the 
ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel 
parking lot, one -half block north of the church on Terry 
Street. 

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, 
along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  There are 
handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the 
elevator, and in the Big Room.  

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND 
RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely. 
Please note that today’s worship service is audio and video 
recorded for online sharing and archival purposes.  

We love seeing you in worship!  

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for 
the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

 


