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Opening Prayer
¢ Thank God that we can bring our honest questions, confusion, and pain to Him without
pretending.

e Askforopen hearts to trust God’s wisdom, timing, and justice even when His answers raise
more questions.

Ice Breaker

Share a time when you thought a situation was hopeless (or “checkmate”), only to later see that
things worked out differently than you expected—what did that teach you?

Key Scripture

Habakkuk 2:4 (ESV) — Ask a group member to read aloud.

“Behold, his soulis puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.”

Sermon Summary

When God’s actions seem inconsistent with His character, we can trust His justice, His answers,
and His timing. Habakkuk brings honest complaints about injustice, receives an unexpected
answer (God raising up Babylon), and learns to wait in faith while God’s justice unfolds at the
appointed time.

Discussion Point 1: We Can Bring Our Honesty to God

Scripture: Habakkuk 1:2-4 (ESV) - Ask a group member to read aloud.

“O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will not
save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and
violence are before me; strife and contention arise. So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes
forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted.”

Point Summary:

Habakkuk doesn’t walk away from God—he walks toward Him with real pain and questions.
Lament is an act of faith. God invites honesty rather than polished, pretend prayers. We can tell
Him when we’re angry, confused, or hurting.

Suggested points for prayer is given in each prayer section and are up to the discretion of the leader.



Discussion Questions:

1. When have you felt like Habakkuk—crying out “How long?”—and what did (or didn’t) help
you stay connected to God in that season?

2. Why is it sometimes harder to bring raw honesty to God than to other people, and how might
practicing that change your prayer life?

Discussion Point 2: God’s Answers Do Not Always Look Like We Expect

Scripture: Habakkuk 1:5-6, 11 (ESV) — Ask a group member to read aloud.

“Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For | am doing a work in your days
that you would not believe if told. For behold, | am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty
nation, who march through the breadth of the earth, to seize dwellings not their own. ... Then they
sweep by like the wind and go on, guilty men, whose own might is their god!”

Point Summary:

God answers Habakkuk’s complaint about Judah’s wickedness by raising up an even more violent
nation (Babylon) as His instrument of judgment. God’s sovereignty is at work, even when His
methods shock us and raise new questions. We see only part of the board; God sees the whole.

Discussion Questions:

1. Share atime when God’s answer (or lack of the answer you wanted) initially made the
situation feel worse or more confusing. Looking back, what do you see now that you
couldn’t see then?

2. How does remembering that “God sees the whole board” help you respond when His
current move doesn’t make sense to you?

Discussion Point 3: God’s Justice Will Ultimately Prevail

Scripture: Habakkuk 2:1-4 (ESV) — Ask a group member to read aloud.

“l will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look out to see what he
will say to me, and what | will answer concerning my complaint. And the Lord answered me: ‘Write
the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it. For still the vision awaits its
appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it
will not delay. Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by
his faith.””

Point Summary:

Habakkuk moves from arguing to waiting. God’s justice has an appointed time—it may feel slow to
us, butitis never late or forgotten. The righteous live by faith: trusting who God is while we wait for
what He has promised, rather than living by what we can currently see or control.



Discussion Questions:

1. What does “the righteous shall live by his faith” look like practically when justice, healing, or
answers still feel delayed?

2. How can we encourage one another to keep trusting God’s character and timing when the
“middle of the story” is hard?

Wrap-Up

Like the Apollo 13 crew living in the middle of a crisis without knowing the ending, Habakkuk (and

we) live in the middle of God’s larger story. We can bring honesty to God, trust Him even when His
answers raise more questions, and wait in faith because His justice will ultimately prevail. The key
verse remains our anchor: the righteous shall live by his faith.

Challenge

This week, choose one area where you feel stuck in the “middle of the story.” Write an honest prayer
(no polished language required) and then deliberately wait and trust—perhaps by journaling one

way you will live by faith rather than by sight this week. If your church has a current prayer emphasis
or next step (such as a prayer journey or commitment opportunity), take that step as an act of trust.

Closing Prayer

e Ask God for courage to be honest with Him in prayer.
e Pray for trust when His answers or methods don’t match our expectations.
o Askfor patient, faithful waiting as we remember that His justice and timing are perfect.

e Thank Him that we know the One who sees the whole story and holds the ending.



Handout

Title: When God’s Answers Raise More Questions Text: Habakkuk 1:1-2:4 Thesis: When God’s
actions seem inconsistent with His character, we can trust His justice, His answers, and His timing.

1. We Can Bring Our Honesty to God - 1:1-4

Key idea: Honesty in prayer is faith, not failure. Personal reflection: What honest question or feeling
do | need to bring to God this week?

2. God’s Answers Do Not Always Look Like We Expect - 1:5-11

Key idea: God is working even when His methods surprise or confuse us. Personal reflection: Where
am | currently struggling to see how God could be at work?

3. God’s Justice Will Ultimately Prevail - 1:12-2:4

Key idea: The righteous live by faith while waiting for God’s appointed time. Personal reflection:
What is one practical way | can “live by faith” instead of by what | see right now?

Memory Verse to Carry: Habakkuk 2:4 (ESV) - “..the righteous shall live by his faith.”



