August 13, 2026
Make Room for Mercy
 August Series: Christ-Centered Relationships
 Week Focus: Grace Again
Scripture – Luke 6:36 - “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”


Devotional Reflection
Mercy is easy to appreciate when we are receiving it, but much harder when we are asked to extend it. We are grateful when others are patient with our mistakes and refuse to define us by our worst moments, yet when someone hurts us, we can quickly focus on what they deserve. Jesus redirects our hearts when He says, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” The mercy we extend to others should flow from the mercy we have received from God.
Mercy changes how we respond when relationships become difficult without requiring us to ignore wrongdoing, accountability, or necessary consequences. Rather than allowing revenge, resentment, or humiliation to control us, mercy recognizes that a person is more than their failure and makes room for both truth and grace. We can acknowledge what happened and address what needs to change without allowing bitterness to take control of our hearts.
Jesus demonstrated this balance throughout His ministry by responding to broken and sinful people with both truth and compassion. He restored Peter after his denial, extended grace to those caught in sin, and even prayed for those who crucified Him. Jesus never excused wrongdoing, but neither did He define people solely by their worst moments; His mercy showed that truth can confront what is wrong while grace still sees someone worth loving and redeeming.
As followers of Christ, we develop that same posture by remembering how patiently God has dealt with us through every weakness, failure, and poor decision. Extending mercy does not mean abandoning wisdom or healthy boundaries; sometimes mercy offers another opportunity, sometimes it requires an honest conversation, and sometimes it means praying for someone from a healthy distance. Mercy and wisdom can work together when both are surrendered to Christ.
Today, consider whether there is room in your heart for God to show mercy through you, especially toward someone whose failure has become difficult for you to see beyond. Ask the Holy Spirit, “What would Your mercy look like through me in this situation?” Then allow Him to guide your response with compassion and wisdom, remembering that we did not receive God’s mercy because we earned it—we received mercy because He is merciful, and as His character is formed within us, we learn to make room for mercy too.
[bookmark: _xd63y39piixi]🔥 Focus for Today
Mercy is not determined by what another person deserves; it flows from remembering the mercy we have received from God.
[bookmark: _zgecbqxfb3fz]🛠 Practice
• Think of one person toward whom you have found it difficult to show mercy.
• Before focusing on what they have done, spend a few moments remembering specific ways God has been merciful toward you.
• Ask: “Lord, what would Your mercy look like through me in this situation?”
• It may mean changing your attitude, praying for them, speaking more graciously, having an honest conversation, or refusing to wish harm upon them.
• Follow whatever God shows you while continuing to walk in godly wisdom.

[bookmark: _txiamuxwupba]🙏 Prayer
Father, thank You for being merciful toward me. When I am tempted to focus only on what others deserve, remind me of the mercy I continually receive from You. Keep resentment, revenge, and pride from shaping my responses. Give me wisdom where it is needed and compassion in every situation. Help me see people beyond their failures and respond in a way that reflects the heart of Jesus. Let the mercy You have shown me become visible in the mercy I extend to others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

[bookmark: _4ug3a6ns4yjc]✍ Reflection Question
Is there someone I have defined primarily by what they did wrong? How might remembering God’s mercy toward me change the way I see and respond to them?

