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INTRODUCTION 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will 
gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, 
who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold 
faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our 
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice 
for those in need. 
 

 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; 
Asst/Lector: Pam Cochran; Livestream: Melissa and Jon Graham; Upstairs Greeter: Sue Righi; 
Downstairs Greeter: Chris Snoddy; Ushers: John Laughlin, Tammy Thompson; Time with Children: 
Puppets!; Acolyte: Elizabeth; Tray Server: Sue Righi 
 
WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 



 

PRELUDE​ ​  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 



 

GATHERING SONG ​ Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may 
be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1 Thus says the LORD:​
  Maintain justice, and do what is right,​
 for soon my salvation will come​
  and my deliverance be revealed.​
​
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,​
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,​
  and to be his servants,​
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it​
  and hold fast my covenant—​
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain​
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer;​
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices​
  will be accepted on my altar,​
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer​
  for all peoples.​
 8 Thus says the Lord GOD,​
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel:​
 I will gather others to them​
  besides those already gathered. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
A reading from Romans. 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew.​
​
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to 
God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been 
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disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For 
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 
12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense 
when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 
planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to 
us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever 
goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of 
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what 
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] ​
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for 
you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY​ ​ There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (ELW 588) 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God who has delivered us from sin and death through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Let us lift our voices in prayer. 
 
Let us give thanks to God for the multitude of blessings he showers upon us. 
  For our lives and the lives of those we love, 
  For the beauty of this earth that God has created for us. 
  For our families and friendships. 
  For all of our students as they start a new school year 
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the church. 
  For our clergy and our bishops, 
  For the many lay people who serve the church, 
  And serve the world through the church, 
  And for those gathered here today in worship and prayer. 
Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the nations and peoples of the world, that the powers that oppress and destroy 
may decline and that justice, peace and prosperity may prevail. 
  For those in Ukraine; Gaza, and Iraq, those in danger, those who are now refugees  
  and those who live in fear. 
  For those in Afghanistan and other countries where women and girls can no longer    
  work or go to school. 
  For those in all other countries where there is war, where there is famine and where 
  natural disasters are making life difficult, including right here in the United States 
Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
For those who are sick, those who suffer, those who struggle. 
  For those dealing with ongoing illness, 
  For those dealing with mental illness, 
  For those dealing with addiction, 
  For those who are incarcerated 
Let us treat them as Jesus would have, seeing them as children of God who need our caring and 
help. 
Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
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Let us pray for those who have died and their families who mourn. 
  May they rest in peace and rise in glory, and 
  May their families find peace in knowing that their loved ones are safe with you. 
Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us add our own prayers now, either in our hearts or aloud… 
Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, hear the prayers of your church and help us to put into practice in our lives what you 
have taught us.  AMEN 
 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  
 
OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ As the Grains of Wheat 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​ ​ My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759) 
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DISMISSAL​
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!​
Thanks be to God.​ ​  
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