
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

12th Sunday after Pentecost  

August 16th, 2026 

Redemption Lutheran Church 

8001 Bustleton Ave. 

Philadelphia PA 19152 
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Pastor   - Rev. Kari Hart 

Music Director - Reese Revak 

Reader   - Christy Arocho 

Comm. Assist. - Christy Arocho 

 

 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

(The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.) 

The assembly stands. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 

 

http://www.redemptionphiladelphia.org/


 

 

GATHERING HYMN – All Are Welcome – ELW 641 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the Love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray.  

P: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 

you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and 

constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 



 

 

WORD 

(God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.) 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8                                     

 

R: A reading from Isaiah 

 
1 Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar, 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

R: The word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

PSALM 67 

 

The Psalm is read responsively. 

 

    1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 

 2 Let your way be known | upon earth, 

  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

 3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on 

earth. R 

 5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

 7 May God | give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R  

    

 

   

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32                                  

 

R: A reading from the Romans 

 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself 

am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 

Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 

disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 

disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 



 

 

mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has 

imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

R: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28                                     

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it 

is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of 

the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do 

you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He 

answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 

uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 

person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, 

“Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without 

understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the 

stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth 

proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil 

intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, 

slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does 

not defile.”] 

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 

then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 

mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But 

he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 

“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent 

only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before 

him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 

great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 

healed from that moment. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                                                                Rev. Kari Hart 

 

The assembly remains seated. 

HYMN OF THE DAY – In Christ There Is No East or West - ELW 650 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The assembly stands. 

CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 Each prayer ends with the words, “Merciful God,” and the congregation 

responds, “receive our prayer.”  

 

PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the 

risen Christ. 

 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 

“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL 

(God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.) 

The assembly stands. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. 

P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE  

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give 

thanks. 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PREFACE  

The presiding minister continues: 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should be at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 



 

 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and  

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened 

his arms to all. 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he 

took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  Remembering, therefore, his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 

who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

 

The assembly may be seated. The bread is broken for communion. 

COMMUNION 

You may come to the rail to receive communion.  The bread is gluten free, and 

you may dip it in the wine or grape juice.  If you can’t come to the rail 

communion will be brought to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 
 

The assembly stands. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray.  

P: Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

(God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.) 

 

BLESSING  

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN – Jesus Shall Reign – ELW 434 

 

DISMISSAL  

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Worship Permissions 

Music used under permission from OneLicense.net number A-728800 

Liturgies used under permission from Augsburg Fortress number SAS103493 

 

Our Prayer List 

Our Members: Bob Conn, Mabel Turner, Ethel Metz, Doris LaMar,  

Joan Nagel 

Our Community: Joe Wolf (uncle of Lynn), Kathy Schultz (cousin of Karen), 

Dave Speece (friend of John & Diane), Paul & Lea Ressler (friends of Arlene), 

Lori Lafferty (friend of Arlene), Gail Rose (friend of Steve & Rita), Hamp 

Coron (friend of Steve & Rita O’Beirne), Gail Vozzi (friend of Steve & Rita 

O’Beirne). 

 

Please complete a prayer request form. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

During this time of pastoral transition, we want to share our financial status with 

the congregation by reporting the amount budgeted for monthly offering 

income, versus actual monthly offering income.  Budgeted monthly offering 

income for August is $6,300, and to date we have received $3,912. 

. 

Feast of Justice Collection – Personal Care items are needed. Full-sized bottles 

of shampoo, conditioner and body wash. Soap, toothpaste, deodorant and 

especially feminine products would be greatly appreciated. You can place the 

items in the box in the Narthex. 

 

School Supplies Collection – Let’s support Community Academy Charter 

School (and our favorite teacher).  The items requested are markers, dry erase 

markers, colored pencils, tissues, Clorox wipes and plastic pocket folders.  

Please place donated items in the basket in the Narthex. 

 

Redemption will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary in January 2029. If you 

are interested in serving on the Anniversary Committee, please see the sign-up 

sheet in the back of the Sanctuary. 

 

 

Save the Date 

 

Sunday, September 13th and 20th – Pastor Wesemann will be leading a Bible 

Study on the Book of Joshua at 11:30a.m.  Light refreshments will be provided. 

 

Saturday, September 26th – The Faithful Travelers will take their 2nd Bus Trip 

to the Sight & Sound Theatre in Lancaster, PA.  We will see the 11:00a.m. 

performance of Joshua and have a family – style luncheon at the Plain and 

Fancy Restaurant.   

 

Sunday, October 4th – We will have a Blessing of the Animals during 

Worship.  Please bring in your pet or a photo of your pet. 

 

Sunday, October 4th – Join us as we discuss the book “Theo of Golden” by 

Allen Levi.  We will meet in the Upper Room following Worship.  Light 

refreshments will be provided. 

 

 

 

 


