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GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE 
 

PRELUDE         “Saraband from Sonata No. 8, Opus 5”          Arcangelo Corelli 
 

(We Stand) 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING HYMN   “Take My Life, That I May Be”            ELW 685 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

FIRST READING                  Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 
 

1
Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, 

and my deliverance be revealed. 
6
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to  

minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, 
and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant—

7
these I will bring to my holy mountain, and 

make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be  
accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 

8
Thus says 

the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those  
already gathered. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                  Psalm 67 

 
1
May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

 may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known | upon earth, 
 your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3
Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

 let all the | peoples praise you. 
4
Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

 for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 
5
Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

 let all the | peoples praise you. 
6
The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

 God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
7
May God | give us blessing, 

 and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R 
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SECOND READING                 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 
[Paul writes:] 

1
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 
2a

God has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew. 
  

29
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

30
Just as you were once disobedient to 

God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 
31

so they have now been  
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 

32
For 

God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[
10

[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:
11

it is not what goes 
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 

12
Then 

the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when 
they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not  
planted will be uprooted. 

14
Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 

person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 
15

But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to 
us.” 

16
Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 

17
Do you not see that whatever 

goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 
18

But what comes out of 
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 

19
For out of the heart come evil  

intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 
20

These are what defile a 
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]  
  

21
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 

22
Just then a  

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 

23
But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 
24

He  
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answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
25

But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 

26
He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 

throw it to the dogs.” 
27

She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.” 

28
Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 

as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(We Sit) 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Ralph 
 
SERMON            Pastor Ralph 

 
(We Stand) 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY          "In Christ There Is No East or West”           ELW 650 



8 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 
OFFERING 
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.   
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,  
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through  
the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please  
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 
Voluntary   “Sinfonia from Cantata No. 156”             Johann S. Bach 

 
(We Stand) 

 
OFFERTORY                 ELW 854 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS  

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music        “Air from Overture in D”             Johann S. Bach 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”            LBW 479 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this 
day and forevermore. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            “Jesus Shall Reign”            ELW 434 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE         “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”        Paul Manz 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of her grandson, Khaza’s, 2nd 
birthday by Celeste Morgan. 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester, Deon Fink, 
  Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary; 
 (11:00)  Alon Cox, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper, Heyward Addy, 
  and Matt Martin 
Cantor: Shawn Lackey 
Flutist: Lisa Catalanotto 
Greeters: (8:30) Sandy Shealy; (11:00) Sharon Paeth 
Readers: (8:30) Christy Hooker; (11:00) Sharon Paeth 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Marian Fowler; (11:00) Bill Cegelis 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Shaun Wessinger [C] Jaime Wessinger; 
   (11:00)  [A] Stone Lewis [C] Audrey Lewis 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                                     Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday School Information: 
 

Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email  
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she  

can add you to the distribution list.  
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Agape Adult Class 
     Room #102 (Closest to Narthex) 

Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR 
     Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room) 

If you are interested in beginning  
a new Sunday School class  

please contact Mrs. Shannon. 


