My response to today’s message
Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

[bookmark: _GoBack]1) Read John 13:12-15; 34-35; 17:20-23; Philippians 2:2-4.  Review and discuss Christ’s and Paul’s teaching on unity.  How many differences, discussions, disputes, debates and divisions could be solved and resolved by living these truths?

2) Describe ways you have experienced the love of God.  How has this experience affected your expression of love for others?  Someone has defined love as “the commitment of my will to your needs and best interests, regardless of the cost.”  Do you agree with this definition?  Why or why not?

3) According to vs. 23-25, what is another reason that believers can experience hope beyond differences?  What is the reason for and source of our love for each other?  

4) Peter links the Word of God to salvation and new birth (vs. 10, 12, 13, 23-25).  How should Peter’s emphasis on the Word (that “will last forever,” v.25) and people (who, in knowing Christ, “will last forever,” v.23) impact our attitudes and actions today?

5) Peter reminds us of some attitudes and actions that can destroy Christian unity (2:1).  Describe what happens when these attitudes/actions are not renounced.  According to vs. 2-3, how can we rid ourselves of these wrong attitudes/actions?  What is it that we must receive?  What lessons can we expect to learn?

6) Describe what it means to “grow into the fullness of your salvation” (v.2).  Are you growing up in your faith, becoming more like Jesus?

7) Describe how you have “had a taste of the Lord’s kindness” (v.3).  How could you communicate an outreach principle of this verse to someone who does not yet know Christ as Savior and Lord?

8) Think of one person at Focus Church who could benefit from a word of support and act of love – then give it… today.  Your expression of love could bring hope beyond differences.

What is the main thing God has impressed upon you today?
What are you going to do about it?
Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.
Primary message sources and recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); The Communicator’s Commentary (1 Peter) by Paul Cedar.








Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, August 9
9am – Adult Sunday School Class – “Essentials for Christian Living” 
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.

TODAY’S MESSAGE, AUGUST 9, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond Differences”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

Behold!  How they love one another.
(Aristides)

12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing?  13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because it is true.  14 And since I, the Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet.  15 I have given you an example to follow.  Do as I have done to you… 34 So now I am giving you a new commandment:  Love each other.  Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.  35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” (John 13:12-15; 34-35, New Living Translation)

20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 22 I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me.”
                                                                                                    (John 17:20-23, NLT)

2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. 3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. (Philippians 2:2-4, NLT)


We experience hope beyond differences when we:

1._____________________________________________________

22 Now you can have sincere love for each other as brothers and sisters because you were cleansed from your sins when you accepted the truth of the Good News.  See to it that you really do love each other intensely with all your hearts.  (1 Peter 1:22, NLT)







People are not so much looking for a friendly church today. They’re looking for a church where they can make friends.  (Dennis Baker)


LOVE = _____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________





2._____________________________________________________
 
23 For you have been born again.  Your new life did not come from your earthly parents because the life they gave you will end in death.  But this new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.   24 As the prophet says, “People are like grass that dies away; their beauty fades as quickly as the beauty of wildflowers.  The grass withers, and the flowers fall away.  25 But the word of the Lord will last forever.”  And that word is the Good News that was preached to you. (1 Peter 1:23-25, NLT)


The externals of the flesh that could divide us mean nothing when compared to the eternals of the Spirit that unite us. (Warren Wiersbe)





3._____________________________________________________

1 So get rid of all malicious behavior and deceit.  Don’t just pretend to be good!  Be done with hypocrisy and jealousy and backstabbing.  2 You must crave pure spiritual milk so that you can grow into the fullness of your salvation.  Cry out for this nourishment as a baby cries for milk, 3 now that you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness.  (1 Peter 2:1-3, NLT)
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