
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD 
August 16, 2026 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  

 
INTRODUCTION 
Mary’s role is not limited to giving birth to Jesus and mothering him in 
his childhood. In John’s gospel, she is among the women standing 
near the cross; in Acts, she is among the disciples awaiting the gift of 
the Spirit. Through all that happened she continued to see how God 
was at work through her son, keeping the ancient promises to her 
ancestors, brushing aside the rich and powerful, and focusing on those 
as poor and powerless as Mary herself. 

 
GATHERING 

 
WELCOME 

 
PRELUDE  “O God of Mercy, God of Light”                                 - Sedio 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
 
All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures 
forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is 
heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back 
to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + 
Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
Please remain standing or stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   ELW 886   
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                                         

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of 
your Son, you made known your gracious regard for the poor, the 
lowly, and the despised. Grant us grace to receive your word in 
humility, and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING                                                             Isaiah 61:7-11 
The prophet proclaims a hopeful message: God loves justice and will 
make an everlasting covenant with Israel and her descendants. In 
response, the prophet sings a joyful song, like Mary many generations 
later, about God’s mercy and salvation. 
 
7 Because their shame was double and dishonor was proclaimed as 
their lot, therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;   
everlasting joy shall be theirs. 8 For I, the Lord, love justice, I hate 
robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense,   
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their descendants 
shall be known among the nations and their offspring among the  
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peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 
whom the Lord has blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my 
whole being shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
the nations. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM   Psalm 34:1-9                            READ RESPONSIVELY 
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; 
  the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
2 I will glory in the Lord; 
  let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; 
  let us exalt God’s name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, who answered me 
  and delivered me from all my terrors.  
5 Look upon the Lord and be radiant, 
  and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6 I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me 
  and saved me from all my troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord 
  and delivers them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
  happy are they who take refuge in God! 
9 Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, 
  for those who fear the Lord lack nothing.  
 
SECOND READING                                                      Galatians 4:4-7 
In the promise of the Incarnation, Jesus Christ embodies God’s mother
-father heart, in love claiming people as adopted children. 
 
4 When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6 And because 
you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if 
a child then also an heir through God. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                     Luke 1:39-56 
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, serves as a thematic anthem for God’s 
work in the world and therefore for the ministry of her son, Jesus. In 
Mary’s praise we hear of a saving God who remembers the humble, 
scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly, and fulfills all things. 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in 
the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and       
greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies 
the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has 
looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from now on 
all generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name; 50 indeed, his mercy is for 
those who fear him   from generation to generation. 51 He has shown 
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts. 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things and 
sent the rich away empty. 54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, 55 according to the promise he made to 
our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 56 And 
Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her 
home.  
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     
 
SERMON                                         
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN  “Blessed Assurance”                          ELW 638   (8:00 am only) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “In Christ There Is No East or West”     ELW 650   
 
NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     
United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray 
for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence.  
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Eternal Father, you invite each of us to share in the life and ministry of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit to transform our faith 
family into a community of disciples. In this year of discipleship, teach 
us how to listen to Jesus, to love Jesus deeply, and to share Jesus 
with everyone we meet. Through the Holy Spirit, guide us to deepen 
our commitment as disciples of Jesus. Lead us, we pray, to grow as an  
intentional community, committed to our call to discipleship. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God our healer, we pray for everyone facing cancer and for the loved 
ones walking beside them. Comfort them in their fear, give them 
strength for each day, and peace in their battle. Through the work of 
cancer researchers, we pray for miracles, radical healing, and renewed 
hope. Be with doctors and caregivers as they care, provide treatments, 
and surround every cancer patient with love. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 

Guide your church in the path of obedience to your word. Strengthen 
the ministry of all who respond to your call to service in this and every 
generation. Empower us to bear Christ’s presence into the world. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Look with favor upon those in need. Raise up those who are weak. Fill 
the hungry with good things. Bless mothers and all who care for              
children. Comfort the grieving and heal the sick (especially). Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

With thanksgiving, we remember Mary and all those who have gone 
before us in the faith (especially). Inspire us by their witness and bring 
us, together with them, into your eternal kingdom to dwell with you for-
ever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord our God, you come very near to us in the Child born of the Virgin 
Mary. In the depths of darkness, she gave birth to Light; in the depths 
of silence, she brought forth the Word. Grant that we, who ponder 
these things in our hearts, may recognize in her child our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE                    Please greet those around you 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY 
 

The Ushers will collect the offering. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us 
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation 
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE FOR MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and every-
where to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
and to praise, bless, and glorify your name on the Solemnity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord. For by the overshadowing 
of the Holy Spirit, she conceived your Only Begotten Son, and without 
losing the glory of virginity, brought forth into the world the eternal 
Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him the Angels praise your maj-
esty, Dominions adore, and Powers tremble before you. Heaven and 
the Virtues of heaven and the blessed Seraphim worship together with 
exultation. May our voices, we pray, join with theirs in humble praise, 
as we acclaim: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you  
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gave your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but 
have eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your 
holy will and accomplished our salvation. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to 
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we 
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless  
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we 
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with  
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
 

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our 
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us 
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as 
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF SCHOOL STUDENTS AND STAFF  
 
NOISY OFFERING                                                    Outreach Ministry 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                      ELW 759   
                                                                                         
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “March”                                                                 - Handel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Litur-
gies Annual License #SAS004243. New Revised Standard Version Updat-
ed Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved world-
wide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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Pastor 
Pastor Godfred Effisah  

 

Organist & Pianist 
Nancy Fogelsanger 

  

Senior Choir / Bell Choir   
Director 

Kathy Kerr 
 

Parish Coordinator 
Amy Piper 

 

Preschool Director/Head Teacher 
Emily Crider 

 

Mary Kay Dagenhart  

Doug & Pat Maun 

Jeanne Naugle 

Dorothy Railing 

Trina Ruth 

Wayne Widney 

All Caregivers 

Check out our church website using this QR Code! 


