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K. I. S. S. – Keep it simple, stupid!
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Romans 10:14-33
Series A, Pentecost 11, August 9, 2026
How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news! Romans 10:15
	K.I.S.S. You know what that means, right?  Kelly Johnson, lead aircraft designer for Lockheed, came up with K.I.S.S. in 1960 as a guide for everyone who worked for him. Whatever his engineers designed, it had to be simple to understand and easy to explain. William of Oakham, a 14th century scholar, came up with something similar. It’s called Occam’s Razor. It’s this: The simplest explanation is probably the correct one.  
	Both expressions apply to our understanding of the Christian faith and mission. Are you afraid to read the Bible because you think it’s too difficult to understand? Don’t be! The Bible writers wanted their words to be read, understood, and applied.  If you have a good modern English translation, the Bible is very readable. That’s the way it is in Romans 10, where St. Paul lays out very simply our Christian beliefs and mission.
	The first simple Christian belief is the difference between Law and Gospel. The Bible clearly distinguishes between the two. Says Paul, “Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law.”  In contrast, the Christian faith teaches “the righteousness based on faith.”  (vv 5-6)
	Trying to achieve righteousness based on obeying laws doesn’t work. Israel had tried that approach for over a thousand years. They failed miserably, over and over, from the day Moses brought the Ten Commandments down from the mountain, to the time of Jesus.
	One group who thought they were righteous by Law keeping were the Pharisees.  Remember the story of the woman caught in the act of adultery?  The Pharisees dragged her to Jesus and said, “The Law commanded us to stone such a woman. What do you say?”  Jesus thought about it. Then he said, “Whoever among you is without sin, let him cast the first stone.”  With that, the woman’s accusers began dropping their rocks and slowly leaving, till none of them remained. (John 8:1-11) 
	All the Law does is tell us what God expects of us and shows us how we’ve failed to do it.  Law doesn’t make anyone righteous, but it does condemn us. In confirmation class we use the letters S.O.S. to explain how Law and Gospel are different. The S.O.S. of Law stands for Shows Our Sin.
	There’s also an S.O.S of Gospel.  It stands for Shows Our Savior. The Gospel says righteousness is a gift of God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus fulfilled all the demands of the Law including dying on the cross for our failures to keep it. By trusting in Jesus, God forgives all our sins and declares us righteous.  He says to you and me, “You are now as righteous as my Son Jesus!” If I could make it any simpler, it would be this: Law says “Do!”  Gospel says “Done!”
	The second simple Christian belief is that to be saved, one must believe and confess the truth about Jesus.  St. Paul tells us, “… if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (v 9)
	Did you hear the two key words?  The first one is confess.  That means to speak forth, to say out loud what the church says is true about Jesus. What is it that we say is true about Jesus?  We say that he is Lord, that he is of the same divine nature as his Father.  Having the same nature as God the Father, Jesus is himself God.  But he’s not only God, he’s also man, crucified for sinners and now risen from the dead.  Christians confess this, we say this out loud when we’re baptized, when we’re confirmed, when we worship and when we receive the Lord’s Supper.
	But just saying these things isn’t enough.  The Christian also believes these things in his heart. In my deepest, most inner self, I truly believe Jesus is Lord and God, crucified and risen from the dead for my salvation. That’s what I confess with my mouth, and what I believe in my heart.  
	Sometimes we distinguish between The Faith with a capital F, and my faith, with a small f. The Faith is what the church confesses before the world. My faith is what I believe in the privacy of my heart.  The difference is about 18 inches.  It’s about 18 inches from my head where I store the facts of The Faith, to my heart, where I embrace them as my faith. When a person is saved, The Faith and my faith are exactly the same thing. 
	The third simple Christian belief is that the Gospel must be heard to be believed.  You and I are Christians today because many people over many years shared The Faith with us.  For many of us, we first learned Bible stories when we were children.  Mom or Dad would read them to us at bedtime, say prayers with us, and kiss us good night. As we grew up, we attended Sunday school and church.  Maybe when we were young teens or adults we went to confirmation class.  And we continue hearing, learning and believing to this very day.
	At some point, maybe as a young person, maybe as an adult, we publicly confessed our faith, were confirmed, and became communicant members of the church.  Because of all those people sharing Law and Gospel with us, we’re Christians today, we’re saved.  We have the assurance of forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  And for the most part, our lives have been happier and more stable because of it.
	I’ve heard there are about 8.3 billion people in the world. Of these, 2.65 billion profess to be Christians. That means there are 5.65 billion people who are in no sense Christian. Without Christ, they die in their sins, lost, without hope. That’s sobering. Because the only way lost people can be saved is by hearing and believing the good news of the Gospel.  
I guess we could soften things up by saying things like, “There are many paths, but one destination.”  Except according to the Bible, that’s not true. Here’s what Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) Either what Jesus said is true, or it isn’t.  
If It’s true, then we need to be about our Father’s business of “Bringing Christ to the nations,” to use the Lutheran Hour motto. How do we do that?  Well, we continue being the church.  We faithfully do all we can to provide word and sacrament ministry in this place.  We continue to “believe, teach and confess”  the word of God, right here. 
But we also look beyond our own congregation.  We remember that we are a synod of Lutheran Christians who “walk together” in doctrine and mission.  We support seminary students. As we are able, we support outreach in our circuit.  One ministry is God Cares About You, a street mission in Albuquerque.  A few weeks ago, a homeless man after hearing the Gospel, wanted to be baptized. And he was! That’s one lost sheep that Jesus found out of billions. The angels in heaven rejoice over him!
And we do what we can to support District and Synod missions.  A few weeks ago we prayed for our Utah mission work. We think everyone in Utah is Mormon. Not so.  Many people in Utah have no faith or church home at all. Our church can help get the good news to them through our giving.  Our synod also has partner churches around the world, many with few trained pastors. Our giving helps support Lutheran seminaries in Puerto Rico and South Africa. Perhaps we’ll be back in Venezuela soon.
There’s an old gospel song that says, “Glory I’m saved! Glory I’m saved! My sins are all pardoned, my guilt is all gone!”  But as Lutheran Christians, we’re not satisfied to just glory in our own salvation.  We want the whole world to have the same opportunity. But “How shall they hear without someone preaching to them?” St. Paul asks. (v 15) They can’t, so to that end, we pray, and we give and we serve. We close with this:
Spread the reign of God the Lord,
Spoken, written, mighty Word;
Ev’rywhere His creatures call
To His heavenly banquet hall. Amen.
From LSB # 830, by Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier)
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Job 38:4-18
4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
    Tell me, if you have understanding.
5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
    Or who stretched the line upon it?
6 On what were its bases sunk,
    or who laid its cornerstone,
7 when the morning stars sang together
    and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors
    when it burst out from the womb,
9 when I made clouds its garment
    and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10 and prescribed limits for it
    and set bars and doors,
11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
    and here shall your proud waves be stayed’?
12 “Have you commanded the morning since your days began,
    and caused the dawn to know its place,
13 that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,
    and the wicked be shaken out of it?
14 It is changed like clay under the seal,
    and its features stand out like a garment.
15 From the wicked their light is withheld,
    and their uplifted arm is broken.
16 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
    or walked in the recesses of the deep?
17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
    or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
18 Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
    Declare, if you know all this.
Romans 10:5-17
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Matthew 14:22-33
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way[a] from the land,[b] beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night[c] he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”
28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind,[d] he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”



	
	
