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GATHERING

PRELUDE

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Shout to the Lord
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My Je - sus, my Sav-ior, Lord, there is none like you.
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All of my days I want to praise  the won-ders of your might-y  love.
0 st
| "4 . ITh LN T | EN s | e [ | s N
Gt — —— B
E——— — ——g— o
) o 4 < Py -
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Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing pow-er and maj - es-ty, praise
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sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
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Noth-ing com-pares to the prom -ise I have in you.

Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965

Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech

Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

C:

P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures
forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in
your peace. In Christ's name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God'’s
love.

Amen.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - nm -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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Refrain
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(Continued on the next page)
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

P: Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and
cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons
and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
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WORD

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijahe” He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.”

He said, “"Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains
and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind,
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle
and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice
to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah2” He answered, “| have been
very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. |
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive,
you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet |
will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal,
and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person
who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from
faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?2’ " (that is, to
bring Christ down) “or *Who will descend into the abyssg’ " (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), because if you confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and
one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. The scripture says, “No one
who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on
him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
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But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they
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P:

C:

to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless
they are sente As it is written, “*How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!”

Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

*GRADUAL HYMN
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*GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter, beginning with the
22nd verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Immediately he made the disciples get intfo a boat and go on ahead to the other

side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the

land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the seq,
they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is |; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He

said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
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frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt2” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
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Eternal Father, Strong to Save
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Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
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*APOSTLES' CREED
Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended to the dead; on the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God's unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.
We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be
heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the
church in its faithful witness. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in
all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing
climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in
positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to
respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in
your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who
suffer, especially Rosemary Rizzo, Tony Rizzo, Erin Jankowski, Dee Marinov, John
Veihdeffer, Diane Busdiecker, Sarah Burke, and all those we name in our hearts.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a
turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with
your still, calm voice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly

journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also, with you.

v

P: Let us share God's peace with each other now.
MEAL
OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE
*OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*THE PROPER PREFACE

It is right to lift our hearts to you, Almighty God, for your spirit brooded over the
water before the foundation of the world, your pillar of fire led your people to
freedom through the waters of the Red Sea, and your Son Jesus came to his
disciples across the stormy waves of Galilee. In his agonizing death we see how
far we stray from you, and in his resurrection we see how you draw us close
despite our betrayals and failures. We long for the day when all the saints adore
thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea, with angels and
archangels and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending
praise:
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught
us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION MusIC
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COMMUNION HYMN

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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I am tired, I am  weak, I am worn.
whenmy life is ... al - most .. gone,
and the day is ... past and . . . gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
Q |!7 i—, I ]! ]
V4N l; | | i \ dﬁ !/\ IF.
Take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.

Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993
Music: George N. Allen, 1812-1877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey
Text and music © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Hal Leonard Corp.
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SENDING

*PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you
in his grace forever.
Amen.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your
word and sacrament with those who are sick or homebound. In your love and
care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
*BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn
(See next page)

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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When Peace, like a River

It Is Well with My Soul
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taught me to say, it is  well, it is  well with my soul

help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul

bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

Lord shall de -scend; e - ven  so it is  well with my soul.
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It is  well with my soul,
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE PRAY FOR...
ROSEMARY RIZZO GEORGE TROESTER- SON OF MAUREEN SIETESKI
MAYA CHAKRABORTY
TONY RIZZO KATHERINE SIKORSKI
ERIN JANKOWSKI ANGELA ROESER
DEE MARINOV EMILY- NIECE OF PATTY WALKER

MARYANN AND CHIP JANICE DARVEAU- FRIEND OF KATHY BUSDIECKER
DAVID JINKS- FATHER OF SARAH KUEHFUS

ORLANDO
REED AND MARSHALL WHITE- COUSINS OF NANCY STOEHR
JOHN VEIDEFFER KEVIN MACIVER- SECOND COUSIN OF ANNETTE BERG
SARAH BURKE WANDA ZYGMUNTOWICZ- FRIEND OF JOE SOMMA
DIANE BUSDIECKER DAN GRAUPMAN- COUSIN OF SUE GIBBONS
GEORGE ROESER GAIL CROSS- AUNT OF KATHY HABERMEHL

BOOK CLUB

Book Club will meet on September 27th to discuss Broken
Country by Clare Leslie Hall.

This is a book that is sure to spark thoughtful conversation,
emotional reactions, and a wide range of opinions. Whether you
loved it, questioned the characters' choices, or were surprised by

the ending, come prepared for a lively discussion!

Discussion Leader: Nancy Daniels | Hostess: Kathy Hannon
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Our Sleep in Heavenly Peace donation drive will run until August
9th. We will be collecting twin sized bedding and filling up the
bunk bed in the foyer.
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SCAN HERE FOR ST. PAUL’S DONATION PAGE
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WELCONS TO WORSHIP!

The worship bulletin is intended to help guide us through
our worship. Sections in bold print are for congregation
response. Non-communing children and adults are welcome [ # *
to come forward for a blessing. Please contact an usher if
you need to be communed in the pew.

ALL ARE WELCOMNE!

We believe our risen Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of
Holy Communion and we extend our Lord's invitation to all who are
baptized to share in this meal. We have both red wine and grape juice in
the center of the communion tray available for all who come to the Lord’s
table. Gluten free wafers are also available. If you need gluten free,
please let Pastor know upon reaching the front of the communion line.

COFIFES HOUR

All are welcome to join us for Coffee Hour before service. We meet
for coffee, muffins or danish, and conversation! If you'd like to bring
some goodies, please see the sign up in the kitchen.

We hope to see you there!

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School meets from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.

NMSVILLE.ORG (716) 634-2320



Silencing the Wind
In a world filled with noise and empty words, God
comes to us as stillness and silence, even to the point
that wind ceases (Matt. 14:32). Jesus walks over stormy
waters to his disciples, entering their boat and being
present with them despite their fears and doubts.
Today’s readings encourage us to keep our words spare
and meaningful, to lay aside our little faith with its
wordy worries, and to listen for God, who comes to us
as quieting comfort.

The wind blows us powerfully, frighteningly, making
even familiar places seem strange, stirring up the water
to obscure our vision and make our journey fearful and

slow. Today Jesus comes to us in our drowning panic,
quickly responding to our “Lord, save me!” (v. 30). The

“little faith” (v. 31) of Peter (and our little faith) is not

only a chiding to “do better” in our faith lives and
respond to Jesus’ call with discipline. It holds room for
forgiveness. Even when we risk and screw up anyway,
God’s hand is there to reach out and catch us.

To command even the wind to be still is a powerful
thing. If a very strong wind suddenly stopped near one

of us, we would probably panic, wondering who did it,

whether it was the calm eye of a storm, or whether a

still bigger tornado is coming. But Jesus walked out
upon the water and helped Peter in his fear to return to

the boat’s safety and security. Jesus gives powerful
reassurance and the gift of presence. God is not distant
from our fears, but close to keep us safe.
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