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That’s My King, Part 5: Preparing for the King, Matthew 3: 1-17

INTRODUCTION:  Matthew chapter 3 introduces us to John the Baptist, whose ministry can be summed up in one word: Prepare!  John wasn't preparing a road for Jesus to walk down. He was preparing people for Jesus to receive.  And that's where Matthew brings us this morning. We've already seen the Presentation of the King, the Pedigree of the King, the Purpose of the King, and the Pursuit of the King.  Jesus isn't merely someone we learn about. He's not merely someone we admire. He is the King who demands a response.  So our question today is: If we say of Jesus “That’s My King!” then how will we prepare for Him?

1.  PROCLAIMING REPENTANCE
“In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’”																			Matthew 3: 1-2
· First Priority – Mark 1: 14-15
· Fulfillment of Prophecy  – Malachi 3:1, Ez.18:21-23
· Forging / Following the Path – John 1: 6-8

2. PROVOKING THE RELIGIOUS
“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,’”
                 										Matthew 3: 7-8
· Promised Wrath – John 3:36
· Proof of Worthiness  – Acts 26:20
· Powerful Work – Matthew 13: 40-43

3.  PERFECTING RIGHTEOUSNESS
“But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’  Then he allowed Him.”
											Matthew 3:15
· Act with Submission – John 6:38
· Align with Sinners  – Hebrews 2:17
· Affirmed as Savior – 2 Peter 1: 16-18

CONCLUSION
John came preaching, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  The religious leaders came, and John said, "Bear fruits worthy of repentance."
Jesus came, and He submitted Himself to the Father's will, fulfilling all righteousness.
And then heaven opened.  The Spirit descended like a dove. And the Father spoke:
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
Matthew isn't simply telling us what happened at the Jordan River. He's introducing us to the King.
And if Jesus really is the King, then the question isn't whether He is ready for us.
The question is whether we are ready for Him.

