My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) Read 1 Peter 1:1-2.  How could the words of Peter in these verses bring hope to God’s people who were scattered and suffering persecution?  When have you felt like a “foreigner” because of your faith?

2) Peter provides six reasons why the follower of Christ can have hope beyond suffering.  In knowing Christ, we have:  a wonderful expectation (v.3); an inheritance (v.4); protection (v.5); faith (vs.6-7); a Savior (v.8); salvation (v.9).  Spend some time applying and discussing how these realities bring hope to the believer during times of hurt and heartache.

3) Regarding salvation, read vs. 10-12 and discuss how Peter addresses such questions as:  What about earlier times, in the days of the prophets?  Did they understand the full scope of salvation?  If not, how much did they comprehend?

4) Share about a loss or time of struggle you experienced this past year.  How did you experience God’s presence and hope in your life during this time?

5) In times of personal crisis, do you tend to lean more on God or blame God?  Has suffering made you bitter or better?  Why?

6) Why and how is Christ the central piece of the puzzle for those who are suffering… and for those who are seeking?  Why is it needful to accept the mystery of suffering and to trust God?

7) Read Isaiah 43:2; John 16:33; James 1:2; Hebrews 13:5b, 6, 8.  What is the common theme of these verses?  Spend some time praying for others, that they would experience the hope of Christ.

What is the main thing God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.

Primary message sources and recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); The Communicator’s Commentary (1 Peter) by Paul Cedar.








Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, July 26
9am – Adult Sunday School Class – “Essentials for Christian Living” 
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.

TODAY’S MESSAGE, JULY 26, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond Suffering”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

Hope is not a sedative; 
it is a shot of adrenaline, a blood transfusion.
Like an anchor, our hope in Christ stabilizes us in the storms of life;
but unlike an anchor, our hope moves us forward, 
it does not hold us back.
(Warren Wiersbe)


1 This letter is from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.  I am writing to God’s chosen people who are living as foreigners in the lands of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, the province of Asia, and Bithynia.  2 God the Father chose you long ago, and the Spirit has made you holy.  As a result, you have obeyed Jesus Christ and are cleansed by his blood.  May you have more and more of God’s special favor and wonderful peace.  (1 Peter 1:1-2, NLT)


In Christ, we have…
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1.__________________________________________________________

3 All honor to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for it is by his boundless mercy that God has given us the privilege of being born again.  Now we live with a wonderful expectation because Jesus Christ rose again from the dead.  (v. 3, NLT)                                                                                               



2.__________________________________________________________

4 For God has reserved a priceless inheritance for his children.  It is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 
                                                                                                         (v. 4, NLT)



3.__________________________________________________________

5 And God, in his mighty power, will protect you until you receive this salvation, because you are trusting him.  It will be revealed on the last day for all to see.  (v. 5, NLT)      



4.________________________________________________________

6 So be truly glad!  There is wonderful joy ahead, even though it is necessary for you to endure many trials for a while.  7 These trials are only to test your faith, to show that it is strong and pure.  It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold – and your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold.  So if your faith remains strong after being tried by fiery trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.  (vs. 6-7, NLT)
                                                                                                 


5.__________________________________________________________

8 You love him even though you have never seen him.  Though you do not see him, you trust him; and even now you are happy with a glorious, inexpressible joy.  (v. 8, NLT)



6.__________________________________________________________

9 Your reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls. (v.9, NLT)                                                                                                       
                                                                                                  

Regarding Salvation… Then, Now & Forever (vs. 10-12)

10 This salvation was something the prophets wanted to know more about.  They prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for you, even though they had many questions as to what it all could mean.  11 They wondered what the Spirit of Christ within them was talking about when he told them in advance about Christ’s suffering and his great glory afterward.  They wondered when and to whom all this would happen.  12 They were told that these things would not happen during their lifetime, but many years later, during yours.  And now this Good News has been announced by those who preached to you in the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  It is all so wonderful that even the angels are eagerly watching these things happen.  
                                                                                                 (vs. 10-12, NLT)


To the suffering:______________________________________________


To the seeking:_______________________________________________


Accept and Trust
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