Pastor’s Message			“Step Out of the Boat”
As I mentioned in the Children’s Message, the miracle of Jesus and Peter walking on water happened just hours after Jesus fed far more than 5,000 people with 5 small loaves of bread and two fish. That’s an amazing day of two huge miracles!
As I prepared for sermon writing this week, I re-watched the scene of Jesus and Peter walking on the water from The Chosen series. It’s on Youtube if you want to check it out.
In that scene, as Jesus approached the boat and told them to not be afraid, one of the disciples commented, “How is THIS the SECOND most amazing thing I’ve seen today?!” Of course, those words aren’t in the Bible. The writers of The Chosen put them in to give us a reality check on what it was like to hang out with Jesus. There was always something amazing going on.
I have friends that are a lot of fun to be with. They make me laugh and make every get-together fun, but I think we all have to admit that none of our friends can compare to the friend we have in Jesus! He’s amazing! Sometimes, he makes us laugh, sometimes, he makes us cry, but he is always amazing.
Jesus taught both through words and actions by opening the disciples’ minds to understand the power of God and the love of God in ways they had never imagined before. He taught them how things that appear to be horribly bad situations can be used for good, such as his suffering and dying on the cross.
He amazed his followers by loving ALL people, not just Israelites. And then… there are the actions of his miracles! Do you have a favorite miracle of Jesus? I think it would be difficult for me to pick just one.
Would it be how he vanished into thin air when the angry mob wanted to throw him over the cliff in Nazareth? Or maybe how he gave sight to the blind or how he healed the leperous and the lame. Or today’s miracle of him walking across the Sea of Galilee.
That’s pretty amazing, but why did he perform this miracle of walking on water? In the other miracles I mentioned, Jesus had reasons for performing them. He had many more lessons and parables to share before his death, so he didn’t allow the crowd to throw him off the cliff. He helped the blind, leperous and lame to live a full life in celebration of the second chance they were given, so he had good reason to perform those compassionate miracles of healing.
But, why did he walk on water? Who was he helping? 
I think he was helping his disciples. Maybe some of them needed their faith to be fully solidified like the water apparently was under Jesus’ feet. Maybe in addition to ALL of his other miracles they had witnessed, THIS was one of the few miracles that was just for them. 
It began to be a lesson in the power of Jesus to control the elements of nature to conform to his bidding. When Peter asked to become a part of the miracle, it became a lesson in faith. Peter’s faith in Jesus was strong. He knew Jesus was the Messiah. What he lacked was faith in himself.
With Peter’s participation in this miracle, he was able to see that amidst all of the dangers and turmoil in our world that feel like waves crashing against us, we need to keep our focus on Jesus - not looking at how weak we are, but looking at how powerful Jesus is. On our own, we can only do so much, but through the power of Jesus, we can do AMAZING things!
I think many of us are in the same boat with Peter.  (Like my pun??)  But, let me explain:  Peter was so excited when he realized it was Jesus walking on the water that he couldn’t contain himself.  He wanted to be a part of this amazing thing that was taking place, so he asked to be called out of the boat.  Jesus welcomed Peter to join him, but their water-walk was short lived, which is really quite a shame.  
I mean, wouldn’t it have been cool if ALL of the disciples saw what was going on and jumped out of the boat with Peter and Jesus?  Imagine THAT mural on the Sistine Chapel!  Disciples running ON the water - splashing each other - just having a BLAST…  Aaah… but it just wasn’t to be…
As much as those disciples and all of us want to be a part of everything AMAZING that Jesus does, there is something that is holding us back.  And just like Peter, it’s a lack of faith in our own strength through Christ.  Yes, we believe Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior of the world; but do we believe that we can join him in saving the world?  Just like being excited to join him walking on the water, are we excited to join him in reaching the lost?  Are we ready to jump into that miracle?  Are we ready to step out of the safety of our own boat and meet Jesus where he calls us to join him?
I feel like Shane and I and our mission team on our first trip to Haiti were a part of such a miracle. On that trip in 2013, we built a bathroom for three elderly ladies down the road from our lodging, started a feeding program, distributed clothing and hygiene items, did health checks for the community and visited homes in the community to share our faith with them, invite them to church and pray for them. It was a busy week!
For me, it was amazing to see just how much we were getting done in our short time there. It was as if we were in a time warp that allowed us to accomplish all that we set out to do. Half a day felt like a full day. 
Every evening, we would journal about our long day and then share what we experienced with the others in the group. Many times, our recollections of the day brought us to tears. The hugs from the children, the desperation of a mother with a sick child, the gratitude of the elderly ladies when there was running, drinkable water in their home and one of them shouted, “Meci Papa!” which means, “Thank you, Father!” It was beautiful to be a part of it all.
But there WERE those waves lapping at our feet throughout our time there. Not all Haitians are glad to see missionaries coming in. We had to keep our heads down as we drove through the capital city of Port Au Prince to not draw attention to our busload of whites. Along the way, as we drove under a bridge, a man urinated on our bus while laughing with his buddy. The place where we stayed had tall walls with razor wire all around the property with armed guards to keep us “wealthy white people” from being robbed. And, when we walked into a local village where voodoo was practiced to hand out clothing and hygiene items, a man glared at us and said, “Ale” which means, “get out of here”.
But, even with those waves lapping at our feet, I felt protected because I knew we were abiding in God’s will. Not to tell the Haitians how to live, but to be a helping hand. 
We all hope that our faith will be strong enough to get us through the storms of life when the waves threaten to take us down.  When that happens, we need to remember that on our own, we won’t be able to make it, just like Peter when he was filled with self-doubt.  But with our focus on Jesus, just as Peter’s was when he stepped out of the boat, we will be able to survive any storm that life throws at us and we will survive.
How will we know if our faith is strong enough to keep us afloat when we step out of the boat and walk towards Jesus?  When we trust that no matter what happens, Jesus will be there saying, “Take heart, it is I, do not be afraid.”  Amen.

