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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 

August 9, 2026 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, 
or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the 
disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with 
fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm 
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting 
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of 
the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to 
be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
 

Welcome: Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s long-standing credo is “We share God’s Love”.  
 
LoL provides a welcoming and safe place for worship, comfort, solace, and reflection.  We 
are called by Jesus to love God and one another: to practice radical hospitality, and to serve 
all without reservation, stipulations or regard to your race, ethnic background, age, gender 
expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, socioeconomic 
position, family status, or where you are in your faith journey. You are a unique and 
beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us in worship and communion and be part 
of our commitment to anti-racism, social and economic justice and environmental care.  
 
Worship: Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual 
packets available near the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people 
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to 
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a 
handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides 
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space 
yourselves accordingly.  
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their 
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kid’s bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
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PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
Land Acknowledgement 
 
We, the congregation of Lord of Life Lutheran Church acknowledge 
and honor the Peoria, Bodwéwadmi (Potawatomi), Myaamia, Očhéthi 
Šakówiŋ, Kaskaskia, and Kiikaapoi (Kickapoo) peoples, upon whose 
ancestral homelands we gather for worship this morning, as well as 
all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this 
place - this land - and call it their home. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
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and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN       This Little Light of Mine             ELW 677  
 
1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
and also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us 
to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
All are seated 
 
Word 
First Reading:  1 Kings 19:9-18 
 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical 
signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now 
experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is 
not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. 
God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha 
as his own successor. 
 
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the 
night there. 
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, 
for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so 
strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces 
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after 
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the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped 
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as 
king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king 
over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword 
of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of 
Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all 
the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not 
kissed him.” 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm:  Psalm 85:8-13 
 
 8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who 
turn their hearts to you. 
 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
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Second Reading:  Romans 10:5-15 
 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic 
efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus 
Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component 
of God’s saving actions. 
 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 
that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the 
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or 
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess 
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with 
the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, 
leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in 
him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who 
call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.” 
  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim 
him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it 
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.   
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
The assembly stands as they are comfortable 
 

 
 
Alleluia. I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my 
hope. Alleluia. (Ps. 130:5) 
 

THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:22-33 
 
The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the 
other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the 
crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there 
alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from 
the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning 
he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 
you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, 
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he 
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noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 
God.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All are seated. 
  
SERMON                                 Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
(Leave Blank)  
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HYMN OF THE DAY    After the Storm      Mumford and Sons 
 
Response to the Word   
The assembly stands as they are comfortable. 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of 
the Apostle’s Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

All are seated. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your 
word may be heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people 
persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve 
biodiversity in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the 
extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts with compassion to 
join in this work. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who 
are in positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. 
Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in 
danger. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and 
hope in your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and 
grieving and all who suffer especially for Margie, Nancy, Linda, Lee 
Ann, Jenna, Art, Vernette, Roberta, Judy, Linda, Paul, Toni, Kerry, 
Jim, Caryl, and Gale. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love 
and life amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and 
other church leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in 
our earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal 
kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All 
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with 
phrases like “Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available, 
text a word of peace to someone who is worshiping alones 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, 
ourselves included, God has given us.  
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Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Meal 
 

The assembly stands as they are comfortable. 

 
PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER… 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 
ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us “SING” the prayer that 
Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
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thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. Please take time to prepare yourselves and your 
communion elements. 
 
We prioritize people with mobility issues. We invite you to come 
forward in your own time and take a position at the altar that is most 
accessible for you. 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
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through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  
one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you,   
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen  
 
SENDING HYMN       When Peace Like a River             ELW 785 
                                 
1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
 when sorrows like sea billows roll, 
 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
 let this blest assurance control, 
 that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
 and has shed his own blood for my soul.   
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Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
 my sin, not in part, but the whole, 
 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  
 
Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
 even so it is well with my soul.   
 
Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 
 
 
 
We thank you for your ministry here today: 
Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Ron Matta  
Lector      Roberta Sejnost  
Pianist       Nick Tangorra 
Guitarist      Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd 
Greeters      Judy Padera 
Ushers      Art Kardatzke and Alice Tangorra  
Acolyte       Alex Kerfin 
Video                                                                   Arlene Danielson and Sherry Sejnost 
 

Announcements  
 8-9-2026 

 

Wine and Candles this month are provided by Mark Alterson and 
Byron Levan in celebration of their 22nd anniversary. 
 
Flowers today are provided by Art and Janet Kardatzke in 
celebration of their 58th Wedding Anniversary. 
 
Darien Fest is Coming Once again LoL will host a booth at Darien 
Fest today. Last year’s event was a great success with lots of kids 
anxiously waiting in line for Pastor Adam’s face-painting skills.  
 
Lunch Bunch We will meet at Red Lobster, 3001 Finley Road, 
Downers Grove on Tuesday, August 11th at 11:30 AM. If you are 
interested in attending, please RSVP to Linda Matta at 630-297-8894. 
Please plan to pay with cash, as cash is preferred by the restaurant. 
 
Outdoor Worship For August we will be joining Christ Lutheran on 
Wednesday, August 19 at 6:00 p.m. They are offering a Service of 
Healing and a light summer potluck dinner. 
 
A Service of Healing is an opportunity to pray together for our 

community and world and to come forward for a laying on of hands 
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for individuals who would like to be blessed and prayed over for their 

personal needs of healing. 
 
Please bring a favorite summer dish to share. 
 
Christ Lutheran is located at 60 55th Street (near Route 83 and 55th 
Street) in Clarendon Hills. 
 
Senior Spirits We will meet on Thursday, August 20, 2026 at noon. 
We will have our usual Potluck lunch and as always everyone is 
welcome! Any questions please call Marilynn at 630-927-9996 
 
Last Week’s Giving – $2680.00 
Electronic Donation for the month of June - $973.53 
 

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 

Sunday          8/9  10:00 AM Worship  
12:00 PM  Loving Word 
12:00 PM Darien Fest 

Tuesday        8/11  5:00 PM  Overeaters Anonymous 
Wednesday  8/12  10:00 AM Bible Study  

7:00 PM    One Day at a Time  
Friday           8/14  9:30 AM    Cards 
Saturday   8/15  9:00 AM  SDA 
Sunday          8/16  10:00 AM    Worship  

12:00 PM    Loving Word 
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